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We thank Lana Hays for her photograph of a juvenile Least Tern (Sternula antillarum) at 
Minor E. Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan County, 30 August 2017. 
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THE FALL SEASON 2017 
Ben Yandell 


A total solar eclipse that had its point of greatest eclipse in western Kentucky, remnants of two 
major hurricanes crossing the state, and three first-ever state bird records combined to make 
August-November 2017 a truly remarkable season. 


Overall average temperature for the period was slightly above normal, with August averaging 
about 2 degrees Fahrenheit (1 degree Celsius) cooler than average, and October averaging 
about the same amount warmer than average. August-October had about a third more rain 
than average. Total November precipitation was about 40% below average. (Based on an 
analysis of National Weather Service monthly averages in Louisville, Lexington, Bowling 
Green, Paducah, and Jackson compared to 1981-2010 averages.) 


Of course, the main weather story for the period was the passage of at least two hurricane 
remnants through the state. Hurricane Harvey’s effects centered around 2 September. 
Hurricane Irma’s effects were clearest 13-19 September. Keep these dates in mind when 
reading through the season’s highlights. See our previous edition for a summary of hurricane- 
related observations (Palmer-Ball 2017). 


Noteworthy bird observations for the season include Kentucky’s first confirmed RED- 
NECKED STINT, MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD, and LARK BUNTING. Other 
review species include YELLOW RAIL, PARASITIC JAEGER, LONG-TAILED JAEGER, 
SABINE’S GULLS in three separate locations, three SOOTY TERNS, WOOD STORK, at 
least two Clay-colored Sparrow observations (recently removed from the Review List), and 
YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRDS in two locations. The season also had more reports than 
usual of uncommon members of Charadriiformes, including Sanderlings, a lingering Upland 
Sandpiper, Red-necked Phalaropes, and numerous Caspian, Black, and Common Terns. 


In the summary below, Review List species are shown in ALL CAPS, and state firsts are 
shown in BOXED ALL CAPS. 


Unless noted otherwise, publication of an observation in eBird or in this seasonal report does 
not imply acceptance for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. Reports of rare and 
out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and photographic documentation for 
review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). Decisions regarding the official 
Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. 
All the review species in this report have now been accepted by KBRC. Note that Clay- 
colored Sparrow has since been removed from the review list. 


Details of most of the following reports are available in eBird. August-November eBird reports 
totaled 277 species, 532 reporting observers, 6218 reports, 83,674 lines of data, 1862 different 
attached photographs or audio files, and 700,000 individual birds listed. (For example, a 
report of 3 House Finches counts as 3 individual birds. The total eliminates duplicate counts 
on the same date at a location and does not count entries with an “x” instead of a number.) 


What follows are highlights from August-November 2017. Entries summarize locations, dates, 
observer initials, and may include documentation method, where wr = written documentation, 
ph = photograph, vd = video recording, and au = audio recording. Species order is based on 
AOS 2017. 
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Ross’s Geese — Hardin, 20 November 2017 
Pam Spaulding 


Snow Goose — 41 reports. 10 at the Sloughs 
30 October (CC) was the earliest report. 
2000 at the Sloughs 19-20 November 
(CC) was the highest number reported. 


Ross’s Goose — 15 reports. 2 at Lake 
Linville, Rockcastle, 4 November (RD) 
was the earliest report. A flock of 22 at 
Dranes Lake, Hardin, 20-21 November 
(ph CBz, ph PS, PB, JB) was the highest 
number reported. 


Greater White-fronted Goose — 47 reports. 
65 at Camp #9, Union, 10 October (ph 
BPB) was the earliest report. Up to 3000 
at the Sloughs the last week of November 
(ph vd JM, CBz, CC) was the highest 
number reported. 


Cackling Goose — 2 locations. 1 reported 
at Frogue Pond, 7odd, 10 November (ph 
ATy). 2 in Prospect, Jefferson, 12-13 
November (wr ph JW, ph PB JB, ph TrL). 


Mute Swan — Reported in Fayette, Hart, 
Muhlenberg, and Oldham. 


Tundra Swan — 2 locations. At the Sloughs, 
beginning with 6 there 7 November 
(CBz), with 15 there 14 November (CC) 


and a peak of 34 there 23 November (JM). 
2 at Hays Kennedy Park and Louisville 
Water Company Ponds, Jefferson, (ph PS, 
ph TrL, m.ob.). 


Blue-winged Teal -— 500 (estimated 
proportion out of a total of 850 teal) at 
Camp #11 10 October (BPB) was the 
highest number reported. 


Gadwall — 52 in 7Jodd 18 September (JoH) 
was the earliest report. 468 at Honker Bay, 
Lyon, 30 November (AH) was the highest 
number reported. A Gadwall x Mallard 
hybrid was reported for the third year 
from Pulaski 13 November (RD). 


American Wigeon — 25 at Camp #11 10 
October (BPB) were the earliest reported. 
80 at the Sloughs 12 November (CBz) was 
the highest number reported. 


American Black Duck — 16 reports; almost 
all reports were of 1-2 birds. 1 at LBL, 
Lyon, 14 September (EvS) was the earliest 
report. 


Northern Pintail — 29 reports. 6 at Camp 
#11 and 4 at Camp #9, both 5 September 
(BPB, m.ob.) were the earliest reported. 
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Green-winged Teal — 2 at Camp #11 25 
August (TG) was the earliest report. 350 
(estimated proportion out of a total of 850 
teal) at Camp #11 10 October (BPB) was 
the highest number reported. 


Canvasback — 11 reports. 1 in Fayette 21 
October (MaO) was the earliest. 


Redhead — 25 reports. 1 at KY Dam 18-19 
September (TG, ph SG, ph NcK) was a 
record early fall date. 


Ring-necked Duck — 2 at Cave Run Lake, 
Rowan, 21 October (RD) were the first 
reported. 


Greater Scaup — The only reports were 
10 at LBL, Energy Lake Dam, Trigg, 
24 November (SA, JoH) and singles 
30 November at KY Dam (AH) and in 
Daviess (CBz). 


Lesser Scaup — 4 near the US 68 bridge on 
Lake Barkley, Trigg, 7 August (ph DwG) 
were the earliest reported. 


Surf Scoter — 6 locations; all listed here; 
all immature/female birds. Noticeable 
flight on 4 November: 2 on Green River 
Lake, Adair (wr ph RB); 2 on Cedar Creek 
Lake, Lincoln (ph RD); 1 at Lake Linville, 
Rockcastle (ph RD); 1 at the Owsley Fork 
Reservoir, Madison (ph RFs, RBa); 1-4 on 
the Ohio River, Jefferson, 4-8 November 
(wr BPB, ph m.ob.). 5 at Sledd Creek 
Boat Ramp, Marshall, 27 November (wr 
ph JBa), with 1 still present 28 November 
(CBz). 


White-winged Scoter — 2 reports. 1 male 
above the Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson, 30 
October (wr ph BPB). 4 at Waitsboro Rec. 
Area, Pulaski, 4 November (wr ph RD). 


Black Scoter — 1 report. 2 immature/ 
female birds at Jeffersonville Waterfront, 
Jefferson, 30 October (wr BPB). 


Long-tailed Duck — 2 reports. 1 adult male 
at the Sinclair Unit 11 November (wr ph 
RB). | at the Appalachian Wildlife Center, 
Bell, 24 November (wr ph DLd). 
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Bufflehead — 1 at the Louisville Water 
Company, Jefferson, 28 October (PB, JB) 
was the earliest reported. 


Common Goldeneye — 7 reports. 4 at 
Nortonville Lake and 10 at Lake Peewee, 
both Hopkins, 19 November (TG, SG) 
were the earliest reports. 


Hooded Merganser — 75 reports. 150 at 
Lexington Reservoir #2 & 3, Fayette, 30 
November (DSv) was the highest number 
reported. 


Common Merganser — 4 reports, all 
singles: Louisville Water Company 
Ponds, Jefferson, 11-12 November (PB, 
JB); Cave City, Barren, 12 November 
(JR); female at the Falls of the Ohio, 19 
November (BPB, JBa); LBL, 7rigg, 30 
November (KnC). 


Red-breasted Merganser — 15 reports. 2 
at Lake Cumberland SRP, Russell, 31 
October (RD) was the earliest report. 23 at 
Fishing Creek Recreation Area, Pulaski, 8 
November (RD) was the highest number 
reported. 


Ruddy Duck — 2 at Camp #9, Union, 10 
October (BPB) were the earliest reported. 


Horned Grebe — 3 at Lake Nevin, Bernheim 
Forest, 15 October (ScD) was the earliest 
report. 


Red-necked Grebe — 1 report. 1 at Lake 
Peewee Hopkins 27-28 November (ph 
TG, ph CBz) was the only report. 


Eared Grebe — | above the dam at Lake 
Cumberland, Russell, 21 November (wr 
RB) was the only report. 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo — 1 at Rose Hill, 
Oldham, 11-14 October (RF1) and 1 at 
Berea College Forest 23 October (SM) 
were the last reported. 


Black-billed Cuckoo — 5 reports; all 
included. 1 calling repeatedly but not 
seen at Green River, 7aylor, 2 August (wr 
JSo). Very unusual was a possible family 
group of 3 at Mill Creek, Jessamine, 
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11 August (wr ThR). 1 at Veterans Park, 
Fayette, 8 and 18 September (wr LsC). 1 
heard at Campbell County Environmental 
Education Center 15 September and 1 
in Honors Forest, Northern Kentucky 
University, 16 September, Campbell (wr 
LnW). 


Common Nighthawk — | at Douglass Hills, 
Jefferson, 24 October (ph MY, BY) was 
the last reported. 100 at Anchorage Trail 
2 September (DSv) was the highest 
number reported. 


Chuck-Will’s-Widow — 2 reports. 1 at 
McKee, Jackson, 6 August (ph JnA). 
1 heard at Moutardier Recreation Area 
Campground, Edmonson, 19 August 
(DPs). 


Eastern Whip-poor-will—2 reports. Singles 
in Jessamine 27 August (wr SyP) and in 
Lexington 3 September (DSv). 


Chimney Swift — 1 at Frogue Pond, Todd, 24 
October (ShA) was the last reported. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird — 1 at a 
feeder in Calloway 7 November (ME) was 
the last reported. 


Black-bellied Plover — Jefferson, 3 October 2017 
Karen Bonsell 


Rufous Hummingbird — | report. 1 that had 
wintered 2016-2017 returned to Salt Lick 
Bend, Cumberland, 21 September (ph SnJ 
fide BPB). 


YELLOW RAIL —- 1 at Spindletop 4 
November (wr DSv). Accepted by KBRC. 
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Virginia Rail — 2 locations. 1-2 at the 
Sinclair Unit Muhlenberg 1-10 August / 
4-27 November (wr RD, wr CBz). 2 at the 
Sloughs 14-15 October (wr CBz, wr BPB, 
BBC). 


Sora — 21 reports. 1 at the Sloughs 2 
September (RB) was the earliest report. 
2 at the Sloughs 21 October (JBa, BBC) 
were the last reported. 10 at the Sloughs 
9 October (CC) was the highest number 
reported. Also reported in Fayette, 
Jefferson, and Muhlenberg. 


American Coot — 1 at the Sinclair Unit 
8 September (ph CBz) was the earliest 
report. 850 at Bailey’s Point, Barren River 
Lake, Allen, 28 October (RbS) was the 
highest number reported. 


Sandhill Crane — 1 continued in Hart. 
Otherwise, the earliest report was of 1 
heard at Crappie Hollow 24 October 
(HC). The first reports of 100+ birds were 
in Muhlenberg 11 November (RB) and 
Barren 12 November (JR). The largest 
flights reported for the season were in 
Hardin and Jefferson 19-25 November, 
with reports of 200-500 birds (m.ob.). 


Black-necked Stilt — 2 locations. | at the 
Falls of the Ohio 19-26 August (wr ph TB, 
BBC). 2 at Horseshoe Road 21-26 August 
(wr ph TdK, wr ph JrD, ph m.ob.). 


American Avocet — 4 reports. | at Jonathan 
Creek, Marshall, 28 September (JP). 1 
at the Falls of the Ohio 9 October (wr 
BPB, ph PS); also 1 on 22 October (CsL 
fide RLa). 1 feeding in a flooded field s. 
of Masonville, Daviess, 12 October (ph 
CBz). 


Black-bellied Plover — 2 at Horseshoe 
Road 21 August (JfT, TrM, ph BWu, JBa, 
TQ) was the earliest report. 4 at Crappie 
Hollow 9 November (wr HC) were the last 
reported. 


American Golden-Plover — 2 at Camp #9 
on 13 August (ph BPB, m.ob.) was the 
earliest report. 1 in Pulaski 3 November 


2018 


(ph RD) was the last reported. 33 at Camp 
#11 21 September (BPB, m.ob.) was the 
highest number reported. 


Semipalmated Plover — | at Frogue Pond 
14 October (CBz) was the last reported. 


Upland Sandpiper — Reported at Horseshoe 
Road 4-21 August (ph BPB, m.ob.). All 
reports of a single bird, except for a report 
of 4 there on 14 August (wr ph JBa). The 
only other report was 7 August ne. of 
Shelbyville, She/by (wr RBa, RFs). 


Ruddy Turnstone — 1 at the Falls of the 
Ohio 2-4 and 9 September (JBa, CB, JW, 
m.ob.). 


Stilt Sandpiper —50 reports; from Calloway, 
Henderson, Jefferson, Marshall, Pulaski, 
Rowan, Todd, Union, and Wayne. | at the 
Falls of the Ohio 11 October (DS) was the 
last reported. A transient pond along Hwy. 
848 ne. of Guthrie, Zodd, had the highest 
numbers reported, with 18 there 18 
September (JoH) and 13 on 21 September 
(BPB, m.ob.). 


[RED-NECKED STINT]- First state record 
and an extremely rare bird in the US. 1 at 
Horseshoe Road Sloughs 20-22 August 
(ph CC, m.ob.). See field note in this issue. 
Accepted by KBRC. 


Sanderling — 23 reports; from Calloway, 
Henderson, Jefferson, Lyon, Marshall, 
Pulaski, Rowan, and Union. 2 at Crappie 
Hollow 27 August (HC) and 1 at 
Horseshoe Road 28 August (CC) were 
the earliest reported. 1 at Camp #11 21 
September (BPB, ph SG, m.ob.) was the 
last reported. 13 at KY Dam, Marshall, 13 
September (DR, HC, JP) was the highest 
number reported. 


Dunlin — | at Jonathan Creek 30 September 
(DSv, TG, SG) was the earliest report. 
Peak counts were a total of 150 in two 
groups at the Sloughs 7 November (CBz) 
and at Crappie Hollow with 136 there 4 
November and 157 there 7 November 
(HC). 
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Baird’s Sandpiper — 21 reports. 1 at Camp 
#11 13 August (BPB, m.ob.) was the 
earliest report. 1 at Minor Clark Fish 
Hatchery, Rowan, 6 October (NBr) was 
the last reported. 


White-rumped Sandpiper — 16 reports. | 
at Camp #11 7 August (BPB, m.ob.) was 
the earliest report. 4 at Minor Clark Fish 
Hatchery, Rowan, 9 October (NBr) were 
the last reported. 


Buff-breasted Sandpiper — 13 reports. | at 
Horseshoe Road 22 August (CBz, m.ob.) 
was the earliest report. 2 at Camp #11 
Mine 21 September (BPB, TG, SG, CBz) 
were the last reported. 


Buff-breasted Sandpiper — Henderson, 25 August 2017 
Steve Graham 


Pectoral Sandpiper — 2 at the Sloughs 
7 November (wr CBz) were the last 
reported. 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — 1 at Minor 
Clark Fish Hatchery 9 October (ph NBr) 
was the last reported. 


Western Sandpiper — All reports included. 
3 at Camp #11 on 31 August (BPB, TG, 
ph SG) was the earliest report; 1 also 
reported there 5 and 21 September. | at the 


Falls of the Ohio 2-4 September (BWo, 
m.ob.). 1 at Bailey Hollow on KY Lake 
3 September and 1 at Crappie Hollow 10- 
11 September; both Calloway (HC). 2 at 
Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan, 3, 
5, and 10 September, and 5 October (ph 
RC, DM, m.ob.). 1 at Barren River Lake, 
Barren, 28 October (RB, RbS). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — 24 reports; almost 
all of 1-2 birds in Henderson and Union. 
1 at the Sinclair Unit 19 September (CBz) 
was the last reported. 4 at Fishing Creek 
Embayment, Pulaski, 6 September (ph 
RD) was the highest number reported. 


Long-billed Dowitcher -— All reports 
included. 1 at Uniontown-Mt. Vernon 
Road, Union, 5 August (TG, ph SG) was 
the earliest report. The next report was not 
until 10 October, when 7 were at Camp 
#11 (BPB); 11 were there 15 October 
(BPB, m.ob.) for the season’s peak count. 
4 at Crappie Hollow 16 October (HC). 
2 at Reed Pond, Henderson, 18 October 
(CBz). 1 in Hart 31 October (CBz, JSo) 
was the last reported. 


Dowitcher species — | at Horseshoe Road 4 
August (ph CC). 4 at Crappie Hollow 4 
September (HC). 


American Woodcock — All reports included. 
1 at Green River SP, Henderson, 25 
October (CC). 1 at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 3 November (BPB). 2 at 
Mammoth Cave, Barren, 4 November 
(JnH). 1 at Spindletop 4 November 
(DSv). 1 at Cove Spring Park, Franklin, 
9 November (JSo). 1 at White Hall Shrine, 
Madison, 26 November (DSv). 


Wilson’s Snipe — 1 at County Road 1321, s. 
of Horseshoe Road 25 August (BWu) was 
the earliest reported. 68 at Jones Sinkhole 
Ponds, Hart, 29 November (JSo) was the 
highest number reported. 


Spotted Sandpiper — 1 at Pfeiffer Fish 
Hatchery, Franklin, 10 November (JBa) 
was the last reported. 
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Solitary Sandpiper — 1 at Mt Zion Loop 
Road, Pulaski, 26 October (RD) was the 
last reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — Singles 12 November 
at the Sloughs (CBz) and Crappie Hollow 
(HC) were the last reported. 185 near 
Hadensville, Zodd, 21 September (JoH) 
was the highest number reported. 


Willet — 1 (Western) at Minor Clark Fish 
Hatchery 30-31 August (ph DM, LnH, ph 
RD, m.ob.) was the only report. 


Greater Yellowlegs — Continued reports 
through at least 19 November, with 1 at 
Frogue Pond, 7odd, (ph ShA, TG, ph SG). 
18 near Hadensville, Zodd, 19 September 
(JoH) was the highest number reported. 


Wilson’s Phalarope — 3 locations. 1 at 
Horseshoe Road and nearby Uniontown- 
Mt. Vernon Road, Union, 4-26 August 
(ph CC, m.ob.) may have been the same 
individual throughout, and perhaps even 
the same as one reported in the area 14 
July. 2 at Camp #11, 13 August (BPB, 
ph m.ob.). 1 near Hadensville, Zodd, 20 
September (wr JoH). 


Red-necked Phalarope — All _ reports 
included. At the Falls of the Ohio 1-3 
September (wr BPB, ph m.ob.); usually 
2 birds, but 3 reported 2 September. On 
13 September 9 were at KY Dam (wr DR, 
m.ob.) and 1 was at Little Bear Creek, 
Marshall, (BPB, m.ob.). 1 at Jonathan 
Creek, Marshall, 17 September (HC, JP, 
m.ob., ph TB) was the last reported. 


PARASITIC JAEGER — Second Kentucky 
record. At least 1 at KY Dam, likely dates 
13-18 September (DR, HC, BPB, JBa, ph 
m.ob.). Accepted by KBRC. 


LONG-TAILED JAEGER -— _ Fourth 
Kentucky record. At least 1 at KY Dam, 
likely dates 13-19 September (DR, HC, 
BPB, JBa, ph m.ob.). Accepted by KBRC. 


Jaeger species — At least 4 jaegers were 
reported from KY Lake 13-19 September, 
but KBRC has accepted only the two 
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records listed above. 


SABINE’S GULL — 3 reports. Singles on 2 
September at the Falls of the Ohio (ph JBa, 
ph m.ob.) and at Jacobson Park, Fayette 
(vd TrN). 1 at KY Dam 13 September 
(DR, HC, wr BPB, JBa, m.ob.). Accepted 
by KBRC. 


Bonaparte’s Gull — 1 at Horseshoe Road 
23 August (TG, ph SG, ph TrL, m.ob.) 
was the earliest report. The next earliest 
report was at Jonathan Creek more than a 
month later, 30 September (wr DSv). Did 
not appear in numbers until late October. 
A roost of 950 at Green River Lake, Adair, 
4 November (RB) was the highest number 
reported for the season. 


Laughing Gull — All reports included. 1 
at Kuttawa, Lyon, 21 August (MgH). 
1-2 at the Falls of the Ohio 30 August — 
6 September (wr JBa, wr BPB); 6 present 
on 2 September (m.ob.). 1 in Calloway 
10 September (HC). 1 at KY Dam 13-15 
September (DR, HC, JP, LM, m.ob.). 


Franklin’s Gull — All reports included. 1 at 
KY Dam Marina, Marshall, 1 September 
(ph BY). 1 at KY Dam and KY Dam 
Marina 13 September (DR, HC, JP, JrG). 
1 in Calloway 20 October (HC). 3 at 
Barren River Marina, Barren, 23 October 
(wr TD). 2 at Bailey’s Point, Allen, 7 
November (wr TD). 


Ring-billed Gull — 500 on the rooftops at 
KY Dam Marina, Marshall, 1 September 
(BY) was the highest number reported. 


Herring Gull — The earliest reports were 1 at 
Cozy Cove, Benton, Marshall, 10 August 
(AIW) and 1 at the Falls of the Ohio 12 
August (MiC). 


Iceland Gull — 1 at KY Dam 24 November 
(wr JoH, ph ShA) was the only report. 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — 18 reports; 
all from LBL. 1 above KY Dam 13-14 
September (CBz, wr JoH) was the earliest 
report. 
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SOOTY TERN -—3 at KY Dam 13 September 
(DR, HC, BPB, ph JBa, m.ob.). Accepted 
by KBRC. 


Least Tern — All reports included; all were in 
August. Reported from 3 counties. Fulton: 
Lake Number 9 had 1 on 3 August (BY) 
and 3 on 5 August (CBz); Hickman had 70 
on 11 August (ph MG), 30 on 14 August 
(SRc), and 3 on 16 August (JP). Carlisle: 
Along the Mississippi River at and a few 
miles s. of Island Number 1 had 2 on 5 
August (CBz), 35 on 14 August (SRc), 
and 2 on 26 August (BPB, BWu, TG, SG). 
Rowan (first county record): Minor Clark 
Fish Hatchery had 1 juvenile on 30 August 
(wr ph DM, ph LnH, DSv). 


Caspian Tern — | at Barren River Marina, 
Barren, 9 October (TD) was the last 
reported. An amazing 43 at the Falls of the 
Ohio 2 September (m.ob., ph JBa) was the 
highest number reported. 


Black Tern — 25 reports. 3 at Barren River 
Marina, Barren, 14 September (TD) were 
the last reported. 10 at the Falls of the Ohio 
(m.ob., ph JBa) and 12 at Green River 
Lake, Zaylor (RD), both 1 September, 
were the highest numbers reported. 


Common Tern — All reports included. 2 at 
Green River Lake, Zaylor, 1 September 
(wr RD). 3 at Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 
1 September and 6, including 1 juvenile, 
there 2 September (wr RD). 6 at the Falls 
of the Ohio 2 September (ph JB, m.ob.). 1 
at Barren River Lake, Al/en, 3 September 
(LCr, SnM, BB, DR). At KY Dam, 1 on 14 
September (JHo), up to 8 on 15 September, 
and 15 on 16 September (RB). 11 at Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 14 September (TD). 1 at 
Pulaski County Park, Pulaski, 14 Septem- 
ber (wr RD, m.ob.). 3 at Green River 
Lake, Zaylor, 14 September (wr RD). 2 at 
Lake Barkley, Lyon, 30 September (TG, 
SG). | at Reservoir #4 Fayette 13 October 
(wr DSv). 


Forster’s Tern — 64 at Clear Creek, 
Marshall, 19 September (HC) was the 
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highest number reported. 


Red-throated Loon -— 3. reports of 
single birds. Green River Lake, Adair, 
25 November (wr ph RD). Sledd Creek, 
Marshall, 27 November (wr ph JBa). 
Above the dam at Lake Cumberland, 
Russell, 28-29 November (LyB, EwB, ph 
2 December RB). 


Common Loon — Singles at Green River 
Lake, Taylor, 1 September (ph RD) and 
Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 1-2 September 
(wr RD) were the earliest reported. 
Bailey’s Point, Barren River Lake, Allen, 
had the season’s peak counts, with 69 on 6 
November (JSo) and 190 on 7 November 
(TD). 


MAGNIFICENT FRIGATEBIRD|— First 


Kentucky record. 1 at Minor Clark Fish 
Hatchery 20 September (wr SBt, ph ErR). 
See Palmer-Ball 2017 for additional 
details. Accepted by KBRC. 


i" . Sct 
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Plegadis Ibis — Union, 10 October 2017 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 


WOOD STORK - | reported at Bird Roost 
Island 5 August (wr DwG, JmG). Accepted 
by KBRC. 


American White Pelican — 400 at KY Dam 
15 October (LCr) was the highest number 
reported. 


Snowy Egret -— | at Hillman Ferry, LBL, Lyon, 
5 October (JAn) was the last reported. 14 at 
Lake Number 9 Fulton 7 September (HC, 


Vol. 94 


JP) was the highest number reported. 


Little Blue Heron — 1 at Wildcat Creek, 
Calloway, 16 September (CBz) was the 
last reported. 80 at Bird Roost Island 
8 August (TG, SG, CBz) was the highest 
number reported. 


Cattle Egret — Reported only in Lyon, 
Marshall, and Trigg. Last reports were 15- 
16 September (m.ob.). 120 at Bird Roost 
Island 8 August (TG, SG, CBz) was the 
highest number reported. 


Green Heron — 1 at Anchorage Trail 25 
November (ph BeJ) was the last reported. 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — Two 
reports. 1-3 at Lakeview Church Road, 
Marshall, 4-6 August (CBz, TaS). 1 at 
Ballard WMA, Ballard, 5 August (CBz). 


White Ibis — 1 at Jonathan Creek, Marshall, 
16 September (wr CBz) was the only 
report. 


Plegadis Ibis — 1 at Camp #11 on 10 October 
(ph BPB). 


Osprey — Reported from 34 counties. 1 at 
Jacobson Park, Fayette, 18 November 
(TrN, KHo) was the last reported. 


Mississippi Kite — Reported from 14 
counties. 1 adult near the nest location ine. 
Louisville 9 September (AM) was the last 
reported. No large gatherings reported. 11 
at Obion Creek WMA, Fulton, 16 August 
(JP) was the highest number reported. 


Broad-winged Hawk — | at Barren River 
Lake 29 October (SnM) was the last 
reported. 110+ in Calhoun, McLean, 26 
September (RbR) was the highest number 
reported. 


Red-tailed Hawk — A Krider’s morph was at 
Camp #11 on 15 October (wr BPB, BBC). 
An intermediate Harlan’s morph was at 
Turner Pond, Barren, 24-25 November 
(wr LCr, ph DR). 


Rough-legged Hawk — 1 in Pulaski 30 
November (wr ph RD) was the only report. 


2018 


Golden Eagle — 2 immatures in Madison 23 
November (wr ErL) was the only report. 


Barn Owl — Reported from Christian, 
Graves, Hopkins, Jefferson, Mercer, and 
Union. 


Eastern Wood-Pewee — Jefferson, 3 September 2017 
Tommy Quarles 


Short-eared Owl — | in Logan 21 November 
(FL) was the earliest report. Reported 
from Grayson, Logan, Mercer, and 
Muhlenberg. 


Northern Saw-whet Owl — | banded at 
Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 28 October 
(MM, BPB) was the earliest report. The 
season brought two more reports of owls 
banded in Louisville recaptured elsewhere 
(MM): 1 banded 8 November 2015 
recaptured in Hilliardton Marsh, Ontario, 
19 September 2017. “This is now the 4th 
bird we have exchanged with this location 
in Canada (2 each way) since Saw-whet 
banding started in 1999.” 1. banded 
3 November 2016 recaptured in Block 
Island Village, Rhode Island 8 November 
2017. 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker — | at Douglass 
Hills, Jefferson, 13 September (MY) was 
the earliest reported. 


Merlin — 14 reports. 1 at KY Dam 13 
September (DR, HC, JP) was the earliest 
report. 


Peregrine Falcon — Most reports from 
Jefferson. Also reported from Boone, 
Fayette, Henderson, Livingston, Marshall, 
Ohio, Pulaski, Rowan, and Union. 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher — 10 reports. | in 
Warren 2 August (wr ph AH) was a record 
early date for fall. Singles 17 September 
in Adair (DCo) and at Anchorage Trail 
(BBC) were the last reported. 


Eastern Wood-Pewee — | at the Sloughs 22 
October (DSv) was the last reported. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — 8 reports. The 
earliest report was of 1 at Anchorage 
Trail 26-28 August, that responded to an 
audio of its call (m.ob.). 1 in Carlisle 17 
September (BWu, CBz, TQ) was the last 
reported. Also reported in Boone, Casey, 
Fayette, and Fulton. 


Acadian Flycatcher — Singles at the Sloughs 
23 September (CC) and in Campbell 24 
September (OsW) were the last reported. 


Alder Flycatcher — At Elbow Slough Road, 
Fulton, 25-26 August (BPB, wr BWu, TG, 
ph SG); | the first day and 2 the second 
gave pip notes in response to playback. 


Willow/Alder Flycatcher — All reports 
included. An additional Traill’s-type fly- 
catcher was seen at the Alder location 
above 26 August but did not call. The 
following 4 reports were posted without 
details as Willow Flycatcher. | at Camp 
#11 on 13 August (StZ). 2 at Audubon SP 
Wetlands, Henderson, 23 August (MiC, 
BrB). 1 at The Bend, Hart, 26 August 
(JSo). 1 at Farnsley-Moremen Landing, 
Jefferson, 26 August (MiC). 


Least Flycatcher — 1 at Wright Springs 
Woods in Jodd, 21 August (DSv) started 
calling during the total solar eclipse and 
was the earliest reported. Turkey Run 
Park, Jefferson, 24 September (KtF) had 
the last report (number not specified). 


Empidonax flycatcher — 1 at Audubon SP 
Wetlands, Henderson, 30 September (CC) 
was the last reported for the season. 


Great Crested Flycatcher — 1 in Hopkins 
23 September (DoS, HtS, m.ob.) was the 
last reported. 
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Eastern Kingbird — 2 in Mercer 24 
September (FMi) were the last reported. 
30 at Litchfield Lane, Fayette, 30 August 
(ROC) was the highest number reported. 


Scissor-tailed Flycatcher — 1 continued at 
Dawson Lane, Christian; last reported 8 
August (ph CBz,ph JSo, m.ob.). 


Loggerhead Shrike — | in Logan continued 
through the season (FL, m.ob.). 


White-eyed Vireo -— 1 at Lexington 
Cemetery, Fayette, 4 November (CKAS/ 
ASK) was the last reported. 


Bell’s Vireo — All reports included. Up to 5 
at the Sinclair Unit through 10 September 
(m.ob.). 1-2 at Camp #11; last reported 25 
August (m.ob.). 4 at Sandy Lee Watkins 
County Park, Henderson, 5 August; also 1 
on 20 August and 3 September (RbR, CC). 
1 at the Sloughs 9 August (CC). 1 at Green 
River State Forest 27 August (CC). 


Yellow-throated Vireo — | in Hart 8 October 
(SK, JnK) was the last reported. 


Blue-headed Vireo — The last reports were 
1 each in Barren, Daviess, Fayette, 
Jefferson, and Warren 7-8 November 
(m.ob.). 


Philadelphia Vireo — 1 at Glasgow, Barren, 
30 August (wr LCr) was the earliest report. 
1 at Cherokee Park, Jefferson, 18 October 
(wr KB, m.ob.) was the last reported. 


Warbling Vireo —1 at Caperton Swamp, 
Jefferson, 7 October (DHk) was the last 
reported. 


Red-eyed Vireo — 1 in Berea 15 October 
(RBa, RFs) was the last reported. 


Fish Crow — 48 reports. | at Audubon 
Wetlands, Henderson, 21 October (DSv) 
was the last reported. 21 at Clarks River 
NWR, Marshall, 16 September (JW, JnS) 
was the highest number reported. 


Common Raven — 3 reports. 2-3 at Paul Van 
Booven WMA, Breathitt, 16 September 
(ZcH). 1 at Bad Branch SNP, Letcher, 
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24 October (TG, SG). 2 at Fishtrap Lake 
WMA, Pike, 19 November (SF). 


Purple Martin — Last reported 13-14 
September (m.ob.). Peak estimates 
include 25,000 along the Missouri side of 
the Mississippi River near the s. end Lake 
9, Fulton, 25 August (BWu, BPB); up to 
7000 in Nicholasville, Jessamine, 9-26 
August (TrN, m.ob.); and 8000 at KY 
Bend, Fulton, 11 August (MG). 


Tree Swallow — 4 at the Sinclair Unit 11 
November (RB) were the last reported. 
Up to 3000 at Bailey’s Point, Allen, 28 
October (RB) was the highest number 
reported. 


Northern Rough-winged Swallow — | at 
Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln, 4 November 
(ph RD) was the last reported. 300 at 
Hickman, Fulton, 11 August (MG) was 
the highest number reported. 


Bank Swallow — Last reported 16 September, 
with 1 at KY Dam (RB) and 3 in Hopkins 
(DoS). 250 at Kentucky Bend, Fulton, 
11 August (MG) was the highest number 
reported. 


Cliff Swallow — Last report was of 2 at Lake 
Linville, Rockcastle, 29 October (wr DgR). 
Peak reports of 300 were at Camp #11 on 
18 August (BPB, m.ob.) and Horseshoe 
Road 25 August (BWu, TG, SG). 


Barn Swallow — 2 at the Sloughs 26 October 
(CBz) were the last reported. 80 at 
Smithland Dam, Livingston, 3 September 
(BY) was the highest number reported. 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — Reported from 
at least 16 locations in 13 counties. | at 
Long Creek, LBL, Trigg, 16 September 
(PB, JB, JP, m.ob.) was the earliest report. 
3 near KY Dam Village SRP, Marshall, 27 
November (JBa) was the highest number 
reported. 


Brown Creeper — | in Kenton, 27 August 
(GnD) was very early. The next earliest 
report was | at Anchorage Trail 11 October 
(JB, PB). 


2018 


Winter Wren — | in Campbell 29 September 
(BWu) was the earliest report. 


Sedge Wren — 20 reports. First reported 
from Christian, Fulton, Henderson, 
and Marshall 4-6 August (m.ob.). The 
Sloughs had both the last report with 3 on 
26 October (CBz) and the peak count of 8 
on 21 October (BPB, m.ob.). 


Marsh Wren — 27 reports. 2 at the Sloughs 
15 September (ph CC) was the earliest 
report. 1-2 were at Spindletop from 12 
October through at least 26 November (ph 
NBr, BBC, m.ob.). 


Marsh Wren — Henderson, 15 September 2017 
Charles Crawford 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — | at Anchorage 
Trail 12 October (PB, JB) was the last 
reported. 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — 2 at Campbell 
County Environmental Education Center, 
Campbell, 29 September (wr BWu) was 
the earliest report. An impressive count 
of 40+ at Lexington Cemetery, Fayette, 
4 November (CKAS/ASK) was_ the 
highest number reported. 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet — 1 at Flat Rock 
Ridge Rd., DBNE McCreary, 16 
September (RD) was the earliest report. 


Veery — 11 reports. 1 at Beargrass Creek 
SNP, Jefferson, 4 September (JBa) was 
the earliest report. 1 at Jenny Wiley SRP, 
Floyd, 30 September (GBo, JfP) was the 
last reported. 


THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 13 


Gray-cheeked Thrush — First reported 3-4 
September in Wayne (RB) and Calloway 
(HC). 1 at Anchorage Trail Jefferson 
19 October (wr PB, JB) was the last 
reported. 


Swainson’s Thrush — First reports 2-4 
September (m.ob.). 1 at Waterfront Park, 
Louisville, 7 November (wr ph BPB) was 
very late. An impressive count of 30 at 
Murl Pond, Wayne, 21 September (RB) 
was the highest number reported. 


Hermit Thrush — First arrivals 14-17 
October (m.ob.). 


Wood Thrush — 1 in Douglass Hills, 
Jefferson, 16 October (wr ph BY, MY) 
was the last reported. 


Gray Catbird — Still present 25 November 
with 1 in Boone (wr JRw). 


American Pipit — 27 reports. 1 at Minor 
Clark Fish Hatchery Rowan 10 September 
(wr ph TQ, RbC) was the earliest report. 
100 w. of Hydro, Warren, 23 November 
(AH) was the peak count. 


Purple Finch — 3 in Pulaski 17 October 
(JmP) were the earliest. 


Pine Siskin — Active season for this species. 
7 at Camp #9 on 10 October (wr BPB) was 
the earliest report. Flocks of 15+ reported 
in Boone, Campbell, Fayette, Hopkins, 
and Marshall (m.ob.). Continued through 
the season. 


Lapland Longspur — 4 locations. 2 at 
Spindletop 20 November (DSv); 1 there 
26 November (BBC, ph TQ). 1-2 w. of 
Hydro, Warren, 23-24 November (AH). 1 
at Beckley Creek, Jefferson, 25 November 
(LIV). 1 near KY Dam Village SRP 30 
November (AH). 


Snow Bunting — | w. of Smith Mills, 
Henderson, 6 November (ph CC) was the 
only report. 


American Tree Sparrow — | in Oldham 27 
October (RF1) was the earliest reported. 
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Clay-colored Sparrow -— All reports 
included. 1 w. of Tom Sawyer Park, 
Louisville, Jefferson, 30 August (ph KB). 
1 at Schochoh Road, Logan, 30 September 
- 6 November (ph ST, DT, m.ob.). 1 at 
Spindletop 22 October (BBC, ph MiC, ph 
PS). Formerly a review species. 


Vesper Sparrow — | at Sandy Lee Watkins 
County Park, Henderson, 20 August (wr 
RbR) was very early. The next earliest 
reports began 29-30 October (m.ob.) 


Lark Sparrow — 2 at Murl Pond, Wayne, 5 
September (wr RB) was the only report. 


LARK BUNTING|- First state record. 1 at 


Grassy Pond / Powells Lake Road, near 
junction with Mount Vernon-Uniontown 
Road, Henderson, 6-7 August (DSyv, 
m.ob.). See field note in this issue. 
Accepted by KBRC. 


Grasshopper Sparrow — 15 reports. 1 at 
Guthrie Laake (restricted access) Todd 18 
September (JoH) was the last reported. 


Henslow’s Sparrow — 2 reports. 2 at JC Jones 
Sinkhole Ponds, Hart, 3 August (JSo). 1 at 
the Sinclair Unit 10 August (CBz). 


LeConte’s Sparrow — 3 locations. | at the 
Sloughs 27 October (ph CC). 1 in Logan 4 
November (ph FL). 1 at the Sinclair Unit 6 
and 11 November (ph CBz, AH, RB). 


Fox Sparrow — 1 in Mercer 17 October 
(FMi) and 1 in Oldham 18-19 October 
(RF1) were the earliest reports. 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — | at Beckley Creek, 
Jefferson, 24 September (PS) was the 
earliest report. 1 at the Homestead Unit, 
Ohio, 23 November (wr CBz) was the last 
of the season. 


Swamp Sparrow —- First reported 30 
September, with 2 in Logan (FL) and 1 at 
Shaker Village, Mercer, (CKAS/ASK). 


White-throated Sparrow — 1 heard at 
Evergreen Cemetery in Louisville 26 
September (wr BPB) was the earliest 
report. 
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White-crowned Sparrow — | at Murray Hill 
in Louisville 13 September (JdG) was the 
earliest report. 


Dark-eyed Junco — | at Mount Washington 
Bullitt 11 October (SsB) was the earliest 
report. An “Oregon” morph returned for 
a third year in Douglass Hills, Jefferson, 
6 November and continued through the 
season (ph BY, MY). 


Yellow-breasted Chat — 1 at Hurricane 
Creek Recreation Area, Trigg, 3 October 
(wr JAn) was the last reported. 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD — 2 
reports; both accepted by KBRC. 1 at 
Horseshoe Road 18 August (wr BPB, JSo, 
TG, SG). 1 at Cave Lake (Cooley Pond), 
Wayne, 13 September (ph RD). 


Yellow-headed Blackbird — Wayne, 13 September 2017 
Roseanna Denton 


Bobolink — 16 reports. 4 continued at 
Midway, Woodford, last reported 2 August 
(wr DL). Next report was 1 at Horseshoe 
Road 18 August (wr BPB, m.ob.) with 
reports through 29 August, including the 
season’s peak count of 11 on 25 August 
(ph BWu, m.ob.). 1-3 at the Sloughs 15-21 
October (m.ob.) were the last reports. 


Orchard Oriole — | in Kenton 4 September 
(wr RC) was the last reported. 


Baltimore Oriole— 1 in Meade 26 September 
(CBz) was the last reported. 


2018 


Rusty Blackbird — 13 reports from Barren, 
Fayette, Fulton, Henderson, Jefferson, 
Lincoln, Madison, and Todd. First 
reported 4 November, with 8 at Mammoth 
Cave, Barren (wr JnH) and 5 at Hays 
Kennedy Park, Jefferson (ph PB, JB). 25 
were at Frogue Pond, Zodd, 10 October 
(ATy). 33+ at Spindletop 26 November 
(BBC) was the highest number reported. 
Note: “Rusty Blackbird is one of North 
America’s most rapidly declining species. 
The population has plunged an estimated 
85-99 percent over the past forty years 
and scientists are completely puzzled as to 
what is the cause.” - allaboutbirds.org 


Brewer’s Blackbird — 1 in Warren 23 
November (wr AH) was the only report. 


Ovenbird — No reports in August. 1 in 
Jefferson 17 October (BrB) was the last 
report. 


Worm-eating Warbler — 2 in McCreary 21 
September (RD) were the last reported. 


Louisiana Waterthrush — 1 in Whitley 20 
August (LKB) was the last reported. 


Northern Waterthrush — | singing at Obion 
Creek WMA, Fulton, 26 August (BPB, 
BWu, TG, SG) was the earliest report. 1 
at Camp #11 10 October (BPB) was the 
last reported. 


Golden-winged Warbler — 1 at Harrods 
Creek Park, Jefferson, 26 August (TrL) 
was the earliest reported. 1 at Mahr Park, 
Hopkins, 14 October (wr BvC) was the 
last reported. 


Blue-winged Warbler — 1 in Franklin 28 
September (JSo) was the last reported. 


Black-and-white Warbler — 1 in Pulaski 6 
November (wr RD) was the last reported. 


Prothonotary Warbler — 1 at Cherokee 
Park Jefferson 20 September (RLa, m.ob.) 
was the last reported. 


Swainson’s Warbler — | at Crappie Hollow 
4 September (wr HC) was the only report. 
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Tennessee Warbler — | at Anchorage Trail 24 
August (PB, m.ob.) was the earliest report. 
4 at Mahr Park, Hopkins, 6 November (wr 
ph DoS) were the last reported. 


Orange-crowned Warbler — Singles 1 
October at the Muhlenberg County Rail 
Trail (TG, SG) and Morgan Conservation 
Park, Oldham (BBC) were the earliest 
reported. 1 at Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 
24-28 November (wr BPB) was the last 
reported for the season. 


Nashville Warbler — | at Red River Gorge, 
Powell, 30 August (TN) was the earliest 
report. 1 at Louisville Waterfront Park, 
Jefferson, 7 November (ph BPB) was the 
last reported. 


Connecticut Warbler — Uncommon in fall 
in KY. All reports included; all were of 
single birds. E. Louisville 9 September 
(wr PB, JB). Murl Pond, Wayne, 15 and 
20 September (wr RB). Beckley Creek, 
Jefferson, 20 September (wr PB, JB). 


Mourning Warbler — All reports included; 
all were of single birds. Anchorage Trail 
28 August and 2-14 September (m.ob.). 
Kenton 31 August (ph HWN). Beckley 
Creek, Jefferson, 21-22 September (CB, 
PB, JB). Muhlenberg County Rail Trail 28 
September (wr TG, SG). 


Kentucky Warbler — 13 reports. 1 at Turkey 
Run Park, Jefferson, 24 September (KtF) 
was the last reported. 


Common Yellowthroat — 1 at Green River 
WMA, Adair, 4 November (RB) was 
the last reported. 20 at the Sloughs 15 
September (CC) was the highest number 
reported. 


Hooded Warbler — 1 at Boyd’s Landing, 
Lyon, 30 September (TG, SG) was the 
last reported. 15 at Flat Rock Ridge Rd. 
DBNE McCreary 21 September (RD) was 
the highest number reported. 


American Redstart — 2 in Daviess 14 
October (RbR) and 1 in Fayette 14 
October (DSv) were the last reported. 22 
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at Murl Pond, Wayne, 15 September (RB) 
was the highest number reported. 


Cape May Warbler — 15 eBird reports. 
Earliest were 31 August singles in Kenton 
(HWN) and at Bernheim Forest (TrB). 
The last reported was 1 in Madison 15 
October (RBa, RFs). 


Cerulean Warbler — All reports included. 2 
ine. Fayette 5 August (BBC). 2 at Hillman 
Ferry Campground, LBL, Lyon, 11 August 
(CvB). 1 at Madison 3 September (RFs). 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — Madison, 22 October 2017 
Robert Foster 


Northern Parula— Last reported 10 October, 
singles at Kenlake SRP, Marshall (ph TaS) 
and Minor Clark Fish Hatchery (DSv). 


Magnolia Warbler — 2 at Doug Travis 
WMA, Hickman, 26 August (BPB, BWu, 
TG, SG) and 1 at Anchorage Trail 27 
August (MA) were the earliest reported. 
1 at the Sloughs 21 October (JW, JBa, 
m.ob.) was the last reported. 18 at Murl 
Pond, Wayne, 21 September (RB) was the 
highest number reported. 


Bay-breasted Warbler — 1 at Bernheim 
Forest 31 August (TrB) was the earliest 
report. 1 in Berea 21 October (RBa, ph 
RFs) was the last reported. 


Blackburnian Warbler — 1 at Anchorage 
Trail 23 August (PB, JB) was the earliest 
report. 1 in Berea 12 October (RBa, RFs) 
was the last reported. 
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Yellow Warbler — 1 at Bernheim Forest 29 
September (DxM) was the last reported. 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — 1 at Anchorage 
Trail 16 August (wr PB, JB) was the 
earliest report. 1 at Mahr Park, Hopkins, 
14 October (BvC) was the last reported. 


Blackpoll Warbler — Rare in fall in KY. 2 
reports included. | at Jefferson Memorial 
Forest, Jefferson, 3 September (wr TrB). 
1 at Minor Clark Fish Hatchery 5 October 
(JSo). 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — All reports 
included. 1 in Wayne 7 September (RB). 1 
adult male was found dead at a residence 
w. of Frankfort, Franklin, 11 September 
(specimen ph JBr). 1 at Mammoth Cave, 
Edmonson, 4 October (LCr). 2 at Mahr 
Park, Hopkins, 6 October (wr DoS, BvC). 
1 in Berea 21-22 October (RBa, ph RFs). 


Palm Warbler — 3 s. of Geneva, Henderson, 
2 September (KM) and 1 at Anchorage 
Trail 3 September (BBC) were the earliest 
reported. 


Pine Warbler — | near KY Dam Village SRP 
9 November (JrG) was the last reported. 
35 at Nolin Lake, Hart, 31 August (SK, 
JnK) was the highest number reported. 


Yellow-rumped Warbler — | at LBL, Lyon, 
20 September (NcK) was the earliest 
report. 75 at Pulaski County Park, Pulaski, 
17 October (RD) was the highest number 
reported. 


Yellow-throated Warbler — | in Berea 12 
October (RBa, RFs) was the last reported. 


Prairie Warbler — 2 at LBL, Trigg, 4 
October (JP) were the last reported. 


Black-throated Green Warbler — 1 in 
Berea 12 October (RBa, RFs) was the last 
reported. 


Canada Warbler — 31 reports. 1 at 
Anchorage Trail 19 August (PB, JB) and 
3 at Mammoth Cave, Hart, 20 August 
(BrG, JeG) were the earliest reported. 1 at 
Beckley Creek, Jefferson, 28 September 
(wr PB, JB) was the last reported. 


2018 


Wilson’s Warbler — 32 reports. 1 at 
Anchorage Trail Jefferson 22 August 
(PB, JB) was the earliest report. 1 at 
Muhlenberg County Rail Trail 4 October 
(TG, SG) was the last reported. 


Summer Tanager — 1 in Marshall 27 
October - 7 November (ph JP) and 1 in 
Daviess 6-7 November (RbR) were the 
last reported. 


Scarlet Tanager — | at Anchorage Trail 16 
October (PB, JB) was the last reported. A 
remarkable 25, including one group of 15, 
at Dale Hollow Lake SRP, Cumberland, 
14 September (RB) was the highest 
number reported. 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — | first-fall male 
that lingered at a feeder n. of Waynesburg, 
Lincoln, through 15 November (ph Nnk) 
was the last reported. 


Blue Grosbeak — | at the Sloughs 15 October 
(BPB, m.ob.) was the last reported. 
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Summer Tanager — Marshall, 3 November 2017 
Josh Powell 


Indigo Bunting — 1 at Anchorage Trail 25 
November (MA) was the last report of the 
season. 40 at Camp #11 in four separate 
flocks on 10 October (BPB) was the 
highest number reported. 


Dickcissel —1 at Schochoh Rd, Logan, 16 
October (PS) was the last reported. 


Great Horned Owl — Jefferson, 3 September 2017 
Tommy Quarles 
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LOCATIONS (/talics indicate a county name.) 

Anchorage Trail, e. Jefferson 

Berea, Madison 

Bernheim Forest = Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest, Bullitt 
Bird Roost Island = 1 mi. s. of US 68 bridge, Lake Barkley, LBL, Trigg 
Boyd’s Landing, Lake Barkley, Lyon 

Camp #11 = former Camp #11 mine, Union 

Crappie Hollow, LBL, Calloway 

DBNF= Daniel Boone National Forest 

Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson 

Horseshoe Road, w. Henderson 

Jonathan Creek = Jonathan Creek Embayment Marshall 

KY Dam = Kentucky Lake Dam, Livingston/Marshall 

LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 
Lexington, Fayette 

Long Point = KY portion of the Long Point Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton 
Louisville, Jefferson 

McElroy Lake, s. Warren 

Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan 

Open Pond, Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. Fulton 

Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson 

SNP = State Nature Preserve 

SP / SRP = State Park / State Resort Park 

Spindletop = University of Kentucky Spindletop Research Farm, Lexington, Fayette 
KY Dam = Kentucky Lake Dam, Livingston/Marshall 

KY Dam Village SRP, Marshall 

Ky Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/Livingston/Lyon/Marshall/Trigg, 
LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg; 
WMA = Wildlife Management Area 


2018 


OBSERVERS 
m.ob. = multiple 
observers 


Beckham Bird Club (BBC) 

Central KY Audubon 
Society / Audubon 
Society of KY (CKAS/ 
ASK) 


John Abrams (JnA) 

Jan Allen (JAn) 

Sharon Arnold (ShA) 
Michael Autin (MA) 
Jamie Baker (JBa) 
Scott Barrett (SBt) 
Rebecca Bates (RBa) 
Brenda Bauer (BrB) 
Susan Bauer (SsB) 
Tom Becker (TB) 

Jane Bell (JB) 

Pat Bell (PB) 

Luke Berg (LkB) 

Carol Besse (CB) 

Clay Bliznick (CBz) 
Gretchen Bolton (GBo) 
Karen Bonsell (KB) 
Edwin Bontrager (EwB) 
Lyle Bontrager (LyB) 
Ray Bontrager (RB) 
Barbara Brand (BB) 
Nancy Braun (NBr) 
Terry Bronson (TrB) 
John Brunjes (JBr) 
Michael Callan (MiC) 
Beverly Carrico (BvC) 
Robert Chadwick (RbC) 
Hap Chambers (HC) 
Lisa Combs (LsC) 
Derek Coomer (DCo) 
Ken Cooper (KnC) 
Linda Craiger (LCr) 
Charlie Crawford (CC) 
Rodney Crice (RC) 
Gene Dennis (GnD) 
Roseanna Denton (RD) 
Scott Dickman (ScD) 
Jeremy Dominguez (JrD) 
Tom Durbin (TD) 
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Melissa Easley (ME) 
Rand Falls (RF) 
Richard Fischer (RFi) 
Kathy Fisher (KtF) 
Robert Foster (RFs) 
Scott Freidhof (SF) 
Judy Galitzine (JdG) 
Bryan Gorges (BrG) 
Jessie Gorges (JeG) 
Jared Gorrell (JrG) 
Steve Graham (SG) 
Teresa Graham (TG) 
Mark Greene (MG) 
Dawn Greenway (DwG) 
Jim Greenway (JmG) 
Zach Hackworth (ZcH) 
Joseph Hall (JoH) 
Megan Hart (MgH) 
Lana Hayes (LnH) 
Jonathan Heller (JnH) 
Doug Hitchcox (DHk) 
Karen Hogan (KHo) 
Josh Holland (JHo) 
Aaron Hulsey (AH) 
Sonya Jackson (SnJ) 
Bee Jenkins (BeJ) 
Ted Kevel (TdK) 
Janet Kistler (JnK) 
Steve Kistler (SK) 
Nancy Kitchen (NnK) 
Nicole Koeltzow (NcK) 
Rob Lane (RLa) 
David Lang (DL) 
David Ledford (DLd) 
Casey Leek (CsL) 
Erik Liddell (ErL) 
Terri Lusk (TrL) 
Frank Lyne (FL) 
Travis Mahan (TrM) 
Dax Manley (DxM) 
Don Martin (DM) 
Lee McNeely (LM) 
Andrew Melnykovych 
(AM) 
John Meredig (JM) 
Keith Michalski (KM) 
Frank Mitchell (FM1) 
Mark Monroe (MM) 
Sandy Moss (SnM) 


Tina Nauman (TN) 
Teresa Noel (TrN) 
Ronan O’Carra (ROC) 
Marjorie Oliver (MaO) 


Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (BPB) 


Nancy Parker (NP) 
David Parsons (DPs) 
Sydney Penner (SyP) 
Jennifer Perkins (JfP) 
James Perlowski (JmP) 
Josh Powell (JP) 
Tommy Quarles (TQ) 
Earl Raglin (ErR) 
Doug Raybuck (DgR) 
Scott Record (SRc) 
David Roemer (DR) 
Robert Rold (RbR) 
Thad Roller (ThR) 
Jeffery Rose (JR) 

Jeff Rowe (JRw) 
Tammie Smith (TaS) 
Jennifer Snyder (JnS) 
Jeff Sole (JSo) 

Pam Spaulding (PS) 
Evan Speck (EvS) 
Heather Staggs (HtS) 
Ruben Stoll (RbS) 
Donna Stricklin (DoS) 
Del Striegel (DS) 
David Svetich (DSv) 
Jeff Timmons (JfT) 
Alan Troyer (ATy) 
Debby Tyson (DT) 
Steve Tyson (ST) 

Curt VanBoening (CvB) 
Lloyd Vest (LIV) 
Lindsey Walters (LnW) 
Allan Welby (AIW) 
James Wheat (JW) 
Oscar Wilhelmy (OsW) 
Barbara Woerner (BWo) 


Helen Wright-North (HWN) 


Brian Wulker (BWu) 
Ben Yandell (BY) 
Mary Yandell (MY) 
Stephen Zipperer (StZ) 
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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS, 2017-2018 
James A. Wheat, Regional Editor for Kentucky CBCs 


This was a successful Christmas Bird Count (CBC) season in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
The number of CBCs increased from 32 last year to 37 this year. Participants logged a total of 
1148 party hours. Significantly, this is the first time that all Kentucky CBCs were also input 
into the National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count database. A total of 143 species 
was recorded, up slightly from last year’s 139. There were three additional species reported 
the week of the count, but not on the count day: SNOWY OWL (requires KBRC review), 
Long-eared Owl, and Nashville Warbler. All three birds were well-documented; only the 
Snowy Owl was photographed. There were 19 common species that were reported on all 37 
counts; 22 species were observed on only one CBC. These data reflect the work done by the 
observers in these counts and by the compilers who collected the details and documentation 
of the unusual birds. Most of these observations have also been reported in eBird. 


Weather was cool and mild in Kentucky. The low temperature of -2°F in Falmouth (Jan. 
1) was lower than the ten-year average low temperature of 15°F for the Commonwealth. 
Similarly, the high temperature of 58°F (Barren River Lake and Elkton, Dec. 21 and 22, 
respectively) was lower than the ten-year average high temperature of 67°F. Partly cloudy or 
cloudy weather was reported all day on 25 counts, but only 8 counts reported rain (with all- 
day rain on 3 counts). No snow was reported. Rivers and creeks were generally open or partly 
frozen. Lakes and ponds varied from frozen to open. As always, the distribution of count 
days across the count period was not uniform. With the traditional holidays and related travel 
falling on the weekends this year, counts were concentrated on two days: 10 counts were held 
on Saturday, Dec. 16, and 5 were conducted on Monday, Jan. 1. There were five days in the 
count period on which no counts were done. 


Highlights of this CBC season include the following. Most of these are documented by 
photographs, and all have considerable identification notes on the rarities: Ross’s Goose 
(39 on 8 counts), Cackling Goose (29 on 3 counts), Mute Swan (7 at Shelbyville), Tundra 
Swan (4 at Paradise), White-winged Scoter (2 at Green River Lake), Ruffed Grouse (1 at 
Ashland Boyd County), Eared Grebe (2 at Russell-Adair County), Virginia Rail (1 at 
Paradise), Whooping Crane (flyover; 3 at Barren River Lake; italics indicate not “countable” 
in Kentucky), Dunlin (2 at East Allen County), American Woodcock (1 at Ballard), Lesser 
Black-backed Gull (1 at Green River Lake), Forster’s Tern (11 at Land Between the Lakes), 
Red-throated Loon (2 on Barren River Lake), Great Egret (1 at Louisville), Black-crowned 
Night-Heron (12 at Louisville), Rough-legged Hawk (4 on 4 counts), Golden Eagle (3 on 2 
counts), Merlin (10 on 6 counts), Peregrine Falcon (5 at Louisville), White-eyed Vireo (1 at 
Danville), Blue-headed Vireo (3 on 2 counts), House Wren (14 on 9 counts), Sedge Wren (2 
on 2 counts), Gray Catbird (1 at Kleber WMA), RED CROSSBILL (requires KBRC review; 
14 photographed at Paradise), LeConte’s Sparrow (3 on 2 counts), Lincoln’s Sparrow (1 
at Paradise), Brewer’s Blackbird (2 at Otter Creek Park), Orange-crowned Warbler (4 on 3 
counts) [Ed. Note: 1 was an IN bird], Pine Warbler (9 on 7 counts), Indigo Bunting (1 at West 
Allen County), and Dickcissel (1 at Burlington). 


Historically, many CBCs held in Kentucky were published in The Kentucky Warbler, but 
were not included in the NAS CBC database. I am engaged in an ongoing effort to include all 
such counts (that meet qualifying criteria) in that online, searchable portal. When that project 
is complete, better trending can be derived from that foundation of data, as well as making 
available the data to researchers and the public. Progress is slow but completion will be 
reported in these pages, and this summary will then be more substantive. After confirmation, 
the data will be available on the NAS CBC website. 
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Table 1 below summarizes the preliminary CBC results by five physiogeographic regions. 
The number of CBCs made it no longer feasible to include the detailed tabular data here. This 
table shows the average number of birds observed in an hour, with darker shading indicating 
higher-frequency species and the letter wu indicating very low-frequency species. Table 1 was 
developed in collaboration with Ben Yandell. 


[Technical notes: Includes only birds identified to species. Using number of birds per hour 
makes results more comparable across CBCs that vary in number of participants. If desired, 
the actual count can be closely approximated by multiplying the number of birds-per-hour 
rate by the total party hours. The letter w is used for rate less than 0.1. Using party hours 
avoids double-counting time in the field. As an example, 4 people birding together for 3 hours 
yields 3 (not 12) party hours. | 


Sincere thanks to the 414 observers (yes, including some multi-CBC people) who participated 
in this year’s counts and to the 37 hard-working compilers who organized and executed their 
counts, submitted count results online, and endured my many requests and questions. To those 
who completed Rare Bird Reports or otherwise documented the unusual birds, thank you. 


Jackson Purchase (JackPr) — 2 sites 


Ballard County - KYBC (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at jct. KY 358 
and Stove Corner Road; 37.1228°N, -88.9518°W). Habitat as described in 1984. Dec. 18; 
5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Cloudy with periods of drizzle during the early morning hours; 
temp. 45—51°F; wind SW 5-15 m.p.h. Water open. 

Five observers in one to three parties. Total party hours: 23 (8.5 on foot, 14.5 by car). 
Total party miles: 156 (3 on foot, 153 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 90; total 
individuals 18,991. 

Observers: Clay Bliznick, Steve Graham, Teresa Graham, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. 
(compiler), and Scott Record. 

The day was cloudy with periods of drizzle during the early morning hours. The species 
total (90) was about-average for this count. Numbers of geese were average, although only 12 
species of waterfowl were detected with Ring-necked Duck being the only species of diving 
duck found. Highlights included at least 15 Ross’s Geese, a Rough-legged Hawk, a Sandhill 
Crane, a Barn Owl, two Loggerhead Shrikes, three Palm Warblers, and two LeConte’s 
Sparrows. In addition to the missing species of diving duck, surprising misses included Great 
Horned Owl and Rock Pigeon. Red-headed Woodpeckers were present in good numbers in 
the bottomland forests, but again this year we did not spend much time in that habitat to tally 
a large number. Natural food supplies appeared to be good. 


Calloway County - KYCC (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Douglas 
Cemetery; 36.600276°N, -88.199857°W). Habitat: 20% lake shoreline and streams, 35% 
open fields, 30% residential, and 15% deciduous and pine woods. Jan. 2; 6:00 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. CST. Sky clear; temp. 3-21°F; wind NW, 3-4 m.p.h. Water mostly frozen. 

Nine observers in five parties. Total party hours: 29.5 (3.5 on foot, 26 by car). Total party 
miles: 191.7 (3.5 on foot, 188.2 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 74; total individuals 
6,587. 

Observers: Laura Beckers, Hap Chambers (compiler), Katherine Cohen, Bob Head, 
Mike Miller, Josh Powell, Darrin Samborski, Angela Snodgrass, and Aviva Yasgur. 

Very cold week for our region. All lake bays were frozen solid causing the low numbers 
and species of waterfowl, shorebirds, terns and gulls. Main channel of KY Lake was open 
and water was moving. Ducks were hunkered down along the edges of the islands and heat 
shimmers made identification difficult. 
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Western Coal Fields (Wcoal) — 5 sites 


Daviess County, South - K YDS (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center on Hwy 
142 just s. of Habit, KY; 37.693778°N, -86.99575°W). Habitat to be described. Jan. 1, 8:00 
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. CST. Clear skies, temp 0-13°F; wind NW 8-14 m.p.h. Water frozen. 

Fourteen observers in three to nine parties. Total party hours: 20.15 (2 on foot, 18.15 by 
car). Total party miles: 180 (2 on foot, 178 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 57; total 
individuals 5,642. 

Observers: Judy Adams, Henry Conner, Tony Eaden, Brenda Eaden, Steve Hahus, 
Mike Henshaw (compiler), Sherry Henshaw, Mary Kissel, Lisa Leonard, Edna Murphey, 
Jeff Murphey, Mary Thompson, Wendell Thompson, and Carolyn Williams. 

Bitter cold weather this year with no open water. Wind-chill was -11 at times during the 
count. Folks were not interested in getting out in the weather to walk around much. 

Other than the cold, a normal CBC. 


Mammoth Cave National Park - K YMC (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 
at Park Headquarters; 37.18644°N, -86.1101°W). Habitat as described in 1980. Dec. 20; 7:30 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 48-52°F; wind NE 6-11 m.p.h. Water open. 

Three observers in one party. Total party hours: 8 (3 on foot, 5 by car). Total party miles: 
73.5 (2.5 on foot, 71 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 40; total individuals 768. 

Observers: Valerie Brown, John Delparto, and Blaine Ferrell (compiler). 

Although skies were overcast and periods of drizzle occurred, the count was pleasant 
due to warm temperatures and good numbers of birds. Thanks to those who participated. 


Nolin River - KYNR (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 0.5 miles south of 
Hilltop, eastern Grayson County; 37.38964°, -86.1137°). Habitat: woodland, farmland, river 
and Nolin Reservoir. Dec. 15; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky mostly sunny; temp. 33-40°F; wind 
SE, light breeze. Water open. 

Eight observers in one party. Total party hours: 11 (3 on foot, 8 by car). Total party miles: 
100 (2 on foot, 98 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 70; total individuals 7,941. 

Observers: Bonnie Avery, James Beachy, John Brittain, Carol Friedman, Dan Givens, 
Janet Kistler, Steve Kistler (compiler), and Jeff Sole. 

Owls were quiet morning and night, except for 6 Short-eared Owls, which gave a nice 
show in the evening. Despite open water on ponds, waterfowl were scarce. Counts of 5 Bald 
Eagles and 280 Bonaparte’s Gulls were record highs for this CBC. 


Paradise - K YPA (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at Hopewell Cemetery 
in southern Ohio County; 37.27755°N, -86.95868°W). Habitat as described in 1993. Dec. 
31; 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Partly cloudy; temp. 11—21° F; wind N 5-15 m.p.h. Water 
mostly frozen. 

Eight observers in four to five parties. Total party hours: 35 (18.5 on foot, 16.5 by 
car). Total party miles: 91 (8 on foot, 83 by car). Hours owling: 1.5. Total species 95; total 
individuals 36,622. 

Observers: Michael Autin, Preston Forsythe, Shari Forsythe, Steve Graham, Teresa 
Graham, Chris Hill, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), and Matt Stickel. 

A very cold, albeit mostly sunny, day, but the light to moderate north wind made birding 
uncomfortable. Most of the water was frozen, which helps concentrate water birds where they 
can be seen and counted, so waterfowl abundance and diversity was above average. Raptor 
numbers continue to be lower than in prior years when open habitat was more attractive to 
them. The species total (95) was the highest in several years, in part due to higher waterfowl 
diversity, but also due to the presence of a few rarities. Highlights included a Virginia Rail, 
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three Merlins, a LeConte’s Sparrow, and 14 Red Crossbills. Not included in the table are 
17,000 blackbirds (most likely Common Grackles and Red-winged Blackbirds) observed 
flying to roost in the evening. 


Sorgho - KYSG (all points within a 15-mile diameter, center Hwy. 279-S and Audubon 
Parkway intersection; 37.76297°N, -87.23086°W). Habitat farmland, river, creeks, river 
bottoms, urban parks and county parks. Dec. 16; 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. CST. Sky clear; temp. 
32-51°F; wind SE up to 18 m.p.h. Water open. 

Fifteen observers in seven parties. Total party hours: 29 (10.5 on foot, 18.5 by car). 
Total party miles: 193.5 (8.5 on foot, 185 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 54; total 
individuals 26,599. 

Observers: Judy Adams, Pat Augenstein, Brenda Eaden, Tony Eaden, Steve Hahus, 
Doreen Harney, Rhonda Hoffman, Janet Howard (compiler), Jody Jones, Mary Kissel, 
Merry Miller, Cathy Rogier, Steve Rogier, Frances Tichenor, and Lynn Tichenor. 

In spite of there being several eagle nests in or near the count circle, no eagles were 
seen. Also missing was a nesting pair of Great Horned Owls from their usual tree. Highlights 
were 53 White-throated Sparrows found at Ben Hawes Park, a Great Horned Owl, 4 Wilson’s 
Snipe, 2 Brown Creepers, and a flock of 200 American Robins at other parks. 


Pennyrile (Penny) — 15 sites 


Bowling Green - KYBG (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Basil Griffin 
Park, six miles south of Bowling Green; 36.9159°N, -86.4359°W). Habitat: deciduous woods 
20%, fields and pastures 60%, and town and parks 20%. Dec. 16; 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST. 
Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 31-53°F; wind S 8-11 m.p.h. Water open. 

Eight observers in two parties. Total party hours: 14 (4 on foot, 10 by car). Total party 
miles: 178 (3 on foot, 175 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 71; total individuals 
5,413. 

Observers: Donna Boden, Rudy Boden, Valerie Brown, John Delparto, Lisa Dalparto, 
Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Aaron Hulsey, and David Roemer. 

It was a beautiful day with plenty of good bird watching and good numbers for the 
species observed. The occurrence of Lapland Longspurs was nice. Thanks to those who 
participated. 


Barren River Lake - KYBR (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center 2.31 mi. 
ESE jet. Rts. 1402 & 101; 36.933002°N, -86.170535°W). Habitat: 50% agricultural, 20% 
woodlands, 20% urban/suburban, 10% open water. Dec. 21; 5:45 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. CST. 
Partly cloudy to cloudy, with light rain in the morning, temp 32-58°F; wind SE 0-15 m.p.h. 
Water open. 

Six observers in one to four parties. Total party hours: 32.75 (5 on foot, 27.75 by car). 
Total party miles: 272.5 (2.5 on foot, 270 by car). Hours owling: 0.5. Total species 92; total 
individuals 35,210. 

Observers: Brooks Atherton, Lynn Atherton, Roseanna Denton, Aaron Hulsey, David 
Roemer, and Stephen Stedman (compiler). 

This count was the first Audubon-submitted CBC for this site; other counts for Glasgow, 
KY, having included parts of the circle within the area surveyed (the Glasgow circle was 
sometimes a 30-mile-diameter circle rather than the standard 15-mile-diameter circle). Small 
parts of this count circle overlap with three other official CBCs, so many thanks are extended 
to the Audubon CBC team for allowing this count to be registered. Thanks are also extended 
to the participants. The total of 92 species was lower than hoped for, mainly because of a 
lower than expected turnout of anserids and little effort to find nocturnal species; both issues 
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that may be overcome during future counts. Three Whooping Cranes by Aaron Hulsey were 
the most unexpected species for the count, while 2 Red-throated Loons, one of which was 
heard calling, were also less usual birds for the count. Four species of Warblers made the list, 
including Orange-crowned, Pine, Palm, and Yellow-rumped, with 2 of the first species being 
encountered in this circle. Two shrikes and two Lapland Longspurs were also nice species for 
this area. Weather for the day was about perfect — high overcast skies, little wind, moderate 
temperatures, and little precipitation. 


Eastern Allen County - KYEA (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center along 
Rhoden Creek, 3.0 miles n. of Holland, Ky., Post Office; 36.7426°N, -86.06855°W). Habitat 
as described in 2014. Dec. 30; 6:30 a.m. to 5:45 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy; temp. 20-35°F; wind 
NW 1-15 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Eight observers in five to seven parties. Total party hours: 45.75 (21.75 on foot, 9.5 by 
car, 5.25 by bicycle, and 9.25 by horse and buggy). Total party miles: 244.8 (34 on foot, 105.3 
by car, 59.5 by bicycle, and 46 by horse and buggy). Hours owling: 1.25. Total species 94; 
total individuals 40,752. 

Observers: Jamin Beachy (compiler), Matthan Beachy, Lyle Bontrager, Ray Bontrager, 
Matthew Brubaker, Lydianne Glick, Noah Glick, and Daniel Troyer. 

We had a great count this year despite the cold weather, low number of observers, and 
limited transportation methods. With only one party birding by car, one by bicycle, two by 
horse and buggy, and the remainder on foot, we still managed to pass our previous record of 
88 species for a new high of 94 species. Waterfowl diversity was good considering the frozen 
ponds and limited habitat. 

Some highlights were getting the expected shorebirds: Least Sandpipers and Dunlins; 
plus Short-eared Owls, Pine and Palm Warblers, Red-breasted Nuthatches and Chipping 
Sparrows, which can take some effort to find. 

Unusual species were the 21 Cackling Geese, 2 Golden Eagles, 1 Orange-crowned 
Warbler, and 2 Blue-headed Vireos. Notable misses included Wood Duck, Northern Shoveler, 
Northern Bobwhite, Wild Turkey, Double-crested Cormorant, Eastern Screech-Owl, and 
Horned Lark. Thanks to all participants. See you next CBC season! 


Elkton - KYEK (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center just north of jct. KY 102 
(Allensville Road) and Gardner Road; 36.7605°N, -87.1016°W). Habitat: 73% agricultural 
fields, woodland 15%, brushy fencerows 8%, rural areas 2%, small ponds and streams 2%. 
Dec. 22; 5:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy, with light rain; temp. 47-58°F; wind variable 
5-15 m.p.h. Water open. 

Nine observers in three to five parties. Total party hours: 38.5 (5.5 on foot, 33 by 
car). Total party miles: 178 (8 on foot, 170 by car). Hours owling: 2. Total species 90; total 
individuals 36,702. 

Observers: Sharon Arnold, John Beachy, Seth Beachy, Joe Hall, Deborah Hamilton, 
Steve Hamilton, Ruben Stoll, Alan Troyer (compiler), and Albert Yoder. 

Rain off and on all forenoon and fairly steady in the afternoon kept the vultures from 
flying as well as producing low numbers in most of the other raptors as well. Sharp-shinned 
Hawk and Turkey Vulture were completely missed and the only two Black Vultures on the 
count were huddled on a steel powerline tower in the rain. Good numbers of dabblers (for this 
count) were found but divers were nearly missed with only Ring-necked and Ruddy Ducks 
in very small numbers. Geese were also very plentiful with good numbers of every species 
including Cackling (first time on this count). Another highlight was a single Sedge Wren, 
photographed in a wet weedy area that has had tree sparrows in the past. All in all, the rain 
held us (and the birds) back quite a bit but we still managed 90 species, which is the second 
highest ever for this count. 
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Glasgow - KYGL (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at Barren County 
Courthouse; 36.9956°N, -85.9127°W). Habitat as described in 1986. Jan. 1; 8:00 a.m. to 4:15 
p.m. CST. Clear skies, temp 7-19°F; wind NW 5-15 m.p.h. Water frozen. 

Nine observers in three parties. Total party hours: 24.75 (1.5 on foot, 6.75 by car). 
Total party miles: 118.5 (1.5 on foot, 117 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 66; total 
individuals 10,778. 

Observers: Linda Craiger, Tom Durbin (compiler), Sandra Moss, Bonnie Nicholson, 
Jeff Rose, Sarah Rose, Jeff Sole, Steven Zeilmann, and Zach Zeilmann. 

The Glasgow CBC will be remembered primarily for bitter cold and many missed species. 
Temperatures ranged from a low of 7 degrees to a high of 18 degrees. Thankfully, the north 
winds were light and variable. Because all ponds were iced over, we missed all ducks except 
for Mallards and one female Lesser Scaup. Almost all raptors took refuge low in the trees, 
which made most of them difficult to find. Notable misses of songbirds included Winter Wren 
and Hermit Thrush, and we were unable to locate or hear even one Eastern Screech-Owl. 
Overall, the participants had a good time, and no doubt the count should improve next year. 


Green River Lake - KYGR (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Green 
River Memorial Baptist Church, Taylor Co.; 37.2987°N, -85.3688°W). Habitat: old fields, 
agricultural fields and borders, second growth forest, Green River riparian areas, open water, 
including Green River Lake and Campbellsville City Lake. Dec. 27; 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
EST. Sky mostly clear; temp. 12-26°F; wind NE 8 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Four observers in two parties. Total party hours: 24 (15 on foot, 9 by car). Total party 
miles: 59.5 (3.5 on foot, 56 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 75 total individuals 3,016. 

Observers: Lloyd Curry, Steve Dalton, Richie Kessler (compiler), Brainard Palmer- 
Ball, Jr., and Jeff Sole. 

A total of 75 species and 3,016 individuals were observed for 2017 Green River CBC. 
Unusual observations on this frigid count day included two White-winged Scoter, Herring and 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls as well as Pine Warblers. A relatively large number of Sandhill 
Cranes were observed compared to past mid-winter counts. 


Hart County - KYHC (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center corner of Craddock 
Road and Jaggers Lane; 37.28352°N, -85.83795°W). Habitat: rural fields and forests; one 
large (Hundred-Acre) pond, and Green River. Dec. 14; 5:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky partly 
cloudy; temp. 32-39°F; wind calm. Water open. 

Twelve observers in one to two parties. Total party hours: 15 (5 on foot, 10 by car). 
Total party miles: 157.5 (2.5 on foot, 155 by car). Hours owling: 0.5. Total species 70; total 
individuals 5,223. 

Observers: John Brittain, Tom Durbin, Carol Friedman, Dan Givens, Janet Kistler, 
Steve Kistler (compiler), Kathy Nichols, Jeff Rose, Sarah Rose, Jeff Sole, Steve Watkins, 
and Zach Zeilmann. 

We had a mostly cloudy day in the 30s on Thursday, but persistence paid off, as we hit 
a new record for this count with 70 species in our thirty-second year. Twelve birders turned 
up the following list; highlights included Snow Geese (unusual in this land-locked county) 
and nice flight of cranes. Kestrel numbers remain high. The only clear miss was our resident 
screech-owl, who’s been in the same spot for the last three or four years. As always, it was a 
fine day to be out birding with friends. 


Hopkinsville - KYHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at jct. SR68 & 

Pennyrile Pkwy.; 36.861547°N, -87.472963°W). Habitat to be described. Jan. 1; 6:00am to 

4:30 p.m. CST. Partly cloudy, temp 3-19°F; wind NW 5-12 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 
Eight observers in three parties. Total party hours: 30.25 (8.25 on foot, 22 by car). 
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Total party miles: 237.3 (7.3 on foot, 230 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 58; total 
individuals 14,049. 

Observers: Candace Batchelder, Sarah Bell, Lewis Bradley, James David Chiles 
(compiler), Irene Grace, Jeff Grace, Sondra Price, Tom Price, Maggie Selvidge, and Ken 
Utting. 

Observations of note included 2 Bald Eagles which are showing up now on a regular 
basis in Christian County and 3 Wilson’s Snipe which have not been observed in many years. 
One of our coldest counts with an initial temperature of 3°F. 


Land Between the Lakes - K YLB (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center northern 
edge of mouth to Pisgah Bay, south of Pisgah Point boat ramp and near the end of Forest 
Service Road 1111-A; 36.936736°N, -88.168328°W). Habitat as described in 1984. Dec. 16; 
7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. CST. Sky clear; temp. 35-52°F; wind, SW, 0-17 m.p.h. Water open. 

Twenty-six observers in two to nine parties. Total party hours: 54.25 (34 on foot, 20.25 
by car). Total party miles: 259.75 (10.75 on foot, 249 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 
84; total individuals 7,729. 

Observers: Shannon Brockway, Arrianne Byrum (compiler), Hap Chambers, David 
Chiles, Cameron Cooper, Kim Cooper, Melodie Cunningham, Melissa Easley, Jan Gray, 
Rachel Greenwood, Patrick Holcomb, Lauren Isbell, Tim Johnson, Mike Miller, Sarah Moy, 
John Pollpeter, Darrin Samborski, Tammie Smith, Claire Stephenson, Gregory Waldrop, 
Nancy Waldrop, Monica West, Nickolaus Willis, Aviva Yasgur, Amos Yoder, and Elmer 
Yoder. 

The Land Between the Lakes (LBL) circle is unique because of our location. LBL is 
a 170,000-acre parcel of federally protected mainly forested land managed by the USDA 
Forest Service. Most of our count area is composed of land within LBL, two large lakes, plus 
some adjacent private land on the opposite banks of those lakes. Most of the land in LBL 
is fairly undeveloped; there are roads, campgrounds, and visitor facilities, but no homes, 
shopping areas, etc., making the area a haven for forest-dwelling birds. LBL is surrounded on 
three sides by water, with the two main bodies being Kentucky Lake and Lake Barkley. The 
shorelines of LBL are undeveloped and mainly forested, providing three miles (not all in the 
count area) of continuous natural shoreline habitat. The lakes typically don’t freeze during 
the winter, except some of the shallow bays. Because of this, they often attract a variety of 
wintering waterfowl and other aquatic birds, including some considered unusual for inland 
areas. This combination of a large forested area, undeveloped shorelines, and large bodies of 
water makes LBL an important habitat and migration corridor for a large number of migratory 
bird species. 

The LBL count usually tallies between 80 and 100 species, including aquatic and 
terrestrial birds. Some of the count circle includes residential and developed areas on the 
opposite shores of the lakes across from the LBL land. However, because most of the count 
area is such a large forested area, we typically report low numbers of birds that are considered 
invasive species associated with urban areas, such as House Sparrows. 

This year, we had uncharacteristically warm weather leading up to and after the bird 
count day, with the bird count day itself starting at around 30 degrees and maxing out at about 
52 degrees midday. This made it enjoyable to be out in the field and despite the wind, made 
for a pleasant day. However due to the weather and migratory patterns, we did record an 
uncharacteristically low number of waterfowl for this area. 

We tallied 86 bird species for the day, which is relatively low for our average count, with 
a number of additional species seen earlier in the count week (Sandhill Cranes! ). Unusual 
for this year: waterfowl was lower than usual, we had low numbers of scaup, green-winged 
teal, ruddy duck, and great blue herons. We also had lower than usual chickadee, titmice, 
and robins, and somehow no grackles (last years grackle count was 138!). After breaking 
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our CBC record for bald eagles last year, we broke it AGAIN this year by seeing the largest 
number of Bald Eagle on our count at 91 individuals! A big thank you to all who helped us 
this year. We look forward to 2018! 


Lincoln’s Birthplace (Hodgenville) - KYLH (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, 
center at courthouse square in downtown Hodgenville; 37.57375°N, -85.74038°W). Habitat 
as described in 2011. Dec. 29; 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Sky partly cloudy in the morning, 
cloudy by mid-day; temp. 23-37°F; wind W 4-9 m.p.h. Water partly open. 

Nine observers in three to four parties. Total party hours: 27 (8 on foot, 19 by car). Total 
party miles: 195 (5 on foot, 190 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 90; total individuals 
5,476. 

Observers: Brooks Atherton, Lyn Atherton, Bill Friel, Terri Friel, Otis Meredith, 
Rosemary Meredith, Jennifer Snyder, Jerry Snyder, and Barbara Woerner (compiler). 

The day started off with a fair amount of sunshine, but the sun disappeared behind clouds 
about 1:00PM, and bird activity became much diminished the rest of the day. Most ponds had 
recently become ice covered, so expectations for finding waterfowl were low. We were quite 
surprised to find an unprecedented plethora of waterfowl — 20 species, including Greater 
White-fronted Geese, a Ross’s Goose and 10 Common Mergansers. Other highlights of the 
count included 4 Phoebes, 8 Palm Warblers, 4 Bald Eagles, a Brown Thrasher and count week 
Red-breasted Nuthatch and Merlin. Three Short-eared Owls at dusk helped bring our total to a 
new count record high of 90 species + 4 count week species. Thank you to all who helped! 


Otter Creek Park - KYOC (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center just west of the 
jct. of KY 1238 and Pack Lane, about two miles southwest of the Park entrance; 37.91409°N, 
-86.069836°W). Habitat as described in 2001. Dec. 28; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Mostly 
clear; temp. 11—21° F; wind E 5-15 m.p.h. Water mostly frozen. 

Ten observers in five parties. Total party hours: 31.5 (8.5 on foot, 23 by car). Total party 
miles: 215.5 (5.5 on foot, 210 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 73; total individuals 
4.374. 

Observers: Colleen Becker, Tom Becker, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Clay Bliznick, John Krull, 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. (compiler), Del Striegel, Tim Towles, and Barbara Woerner. 

The day was cold and breezy, but at least the sun shone. The species total (73) was about 
average for this count. All small bodies of water were frozen, so most of the water birds 
were found on Doe Valley Lake. Highlights included a Rough-legged Hawk, four Short-eared 
Owls, a Loggerhead Shrike, and two Brewer’s Blackbirds, the last at a feedlot east of Flaherty 
in Meade County. Red-breasted Nuthatches and Purple Finches could not be found. 


Russell-Adair County - KYRA (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center intersection 
of Warner Ridge Road and Payne Road; 36.965809°N, -85.121701°W). Habitat: mixed and 
deciduous woodland, pasture fields, streams and lake, mostly rural with a small percentage 
of urban. Elevation 530-1140 ft. Dec. 16; 5:15 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. CST. Sky cloudy; temp. 24- 
50°F; wind SW, 3-10 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Seven observers in five parties. Total party hours: 44.5 (8.5 on foot, 36 by car). Total 
party miles: 327 (9 on foot, 318 by car). Hours owling: 1.5. Total species 90; total individuals 
7,254. 

Observers: Edwin Bontrager, Ray Bontrager, Derek Coomer, Roseanna Denton 
(compiler), Steve Denton, Arlene Morton, and Stephen J. Stedman. 

The species total of 90 was a new count high. Highlights of the count included 2 Eared 
Grebes (count first), 2 Short-eared Owls (count first), 4 House Wrens, and 26 Palm Warblers. 
Somerset - KYSO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center junction of Bypass 
Hwy. 80 and Hwy. 39; 37.102452°N, -84.603757°W). Habitat as described in 2000. Jan. 1; 
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6:45 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 12-22°F; wind NW, 3-10 m.p.h. Water Partly 
frozen. 

Twelve observers in five parties. Total party hours: 41.5 (4.75 by foot, 36.75 by car). 
Total party miles: 316.75 (1.75 on foot, 315 by car). Hours owling: 2. Total species 80; total 
individuals 8,712. 

Observers: Rhonda Bryant, Granville Cox, Roseanna Denton (compiler), Steve 
Denton, Mayloh Gerod, John Higgins, Laura Kamperman, James Kiser, Scott Marsh, Tom 
Mills, Arlene Morton, and Chris Speicher. 

Cold and cloudy conditions made detecting birds difficult. The Rough-legged Hawk was 
a first for this count. Other highlights included 8 Ross’s Geese, Greater White-fronted Goose, 
Greater Scaup, Merlin, House Wren, 100 American Pipits and 10 Rusty Blackbirds. 


Wayne County - KYWC (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center jct. Hwy. 1275 
and Cooley Lane; 36.897211°N, -84.821301°W). Habitat as described in 2002. Jan. 5; 6:15 
a.m. to 6:30 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 10-22°F; wind NW, 5-10 m.p.h. Water partly 
frozen. 

Six observers in four parties. Total party hours: 36 (8.75 on foot, 27.25 by car). Total 
party miles: 276.25 (2.75 on foot, 273.5 by car). Hours owling: 2. Total species 87; total 
individuals 14,604. 

Observers: Lyle Bontrager, Ray Bontrager, Granville Cox, Roseanna Denton 
(compiler), Bret Kuss, and Arlene Morton. 

The cold, cloudy and sometimes breezy day seemed to reduce numbers of passerines 
observed, but our total species count of 87 was on the high side. Good numbers of American 
Robins and Yellow-rumped Warblers were counted. New species for this count were 
Common Merganser and Barn Owl. Other highlights included Wood Duck, Greater Scaup, 
Common Loon, House Wren (almost becoming expected on these southern KY counts), 3 
Palm Warblers, and 75 Rusty Blackbirds. 


Western Allen County - KYWL (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center one-half 
mile west of jct. KY 2136 (Towe Road) and Shores Road; 36.71278°N, -86.3469°W). Habitat 
as described in 2012. Jan. 3; 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 11-40°F; 
wind S 10-25 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Nine observers in two to six parties. Total party hours: 25.25 (15.5 on foot, 9.75 by horse 
and buggy). Total party miles: 44 (16.5 on foot, 27.5 by horse and buggy). Hours owling: 0. 
Total species 69, total individuals 3,530. 

Observers: Abraham Brubaker, John David Brubaker (compiler), Matthan Brubaker, 
Ethan Hoover, Joseph Hoover, Justin Hoover, Ida Weaver, Karl Weaver, and Katie Weaver. 

Highlights for the count were a House Wren found in a bluebird house after dark, an 
Indigo Bunting that came to a neighbor’s bird feeder, 36 Gadwall, Short-eared Owl, and 
Lapland Longspurs were count firsts! Twelve Palm Warblers was a high count. The Long- 
eared Owl found on 31 December could not be found on count day. 


Bluegrass (BG) — 10 sites 


Bernheim Forest - K YBF (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at Forest lookout 
tower, 2.75 mi. SE of Forest entrance; 37.902405°N, -85.62752°W). Habitat as described in 
1974. Dec. 23; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST. Cloudy with rain showers most of the morning; 
temp. 37—-57°F; wind NW 5-20 m.p.h. Water open. 

Seven observers in four parties. Total party hours: 27 (12.5 on foot, 14.5 by car). Total 
party miles: 142 (9 on foot, 133 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 63; total individuals 
3,581. 
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Observers: Michael Autin, Clay Bliznick, Dona Coates, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., 
(compiler), Matt Stickel, Nancy Vance, and Kelly Vowels. 

Light to moderate showers throughout the morning greatly hindered birding. Accordingly, 
the species total (63) was well below average for this count for recent years. Highlights of 
the day included three Bald Eagles, a Sedge Wren in thick growth in the floodplain of Wilson 
Creek, and 17 Chipping Sparrows. Red-breasted Nuthatches and Purple Finches could not be 
found. Natural and ornamental food sources appeared to be sufficient to support more birds 
than were found. 


Burlington - K YBU (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center near Camp Michaels; 
38.9493°N, -84.7463°W). Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 31; 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST. 
Partly cloudy; temp. 7-15°F; wind N 5-18 m.p.h. Most water frozen. 

Eight observers in five parties. Total party hours: 24 (6 on foot, 18 by car). Total party 
miles: 144 (4 on foot, 140 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 60; total individuals 2,649. 

Observers: Linda Altevers, Kimmy Birrer, Joe Caminiti, Kathy Caminiti, David Linden, 
Lee McNeely (compiler), Gayle Pille, and Tommy Stephens. 

The Dickcissel had been coming to a feeding station at Union for a few weeks and was 
photographed. 


Danville - K YDA (all points withina 15-mile diameter circle, center Boyle County Courthouse; 
37.646268°N, -84.773268°W). Habitat: 15% water edge, 8% urban, 10% cultivated, 35% 
field/fence row, 25% wooded edge, and 7% feeder. Dec. 16; 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. EST. Sky 
partly cloudy; temp. 30-48°F; wind SW 6-14 m.p.h. Water open. 

Twenty-seven observers in nine parties. Total party hours: 54.25 (12 on foot, 42.25 by 
car). Total party miles: 541.2 (13.75 on foot, 527.45 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 
66; total individuals 6,714. 

Observers: Laura Baird, Jim Barnard, Jane Brantley, John Brantley, Granville Cox, 
Thelma Cox, Neil Eklund, Virginia Eklund, Amanda Falk, Mark Galatowitsch, Bill Garriott, 
Mort Hoagland, Danielle LaLonde, Tom Lamp, Ben Leffew, Anne Lubbers, Gail Manning, 
Preston Miles, Eric Mount, Don Pelly, Rob Pendygraft, Milton Scarborough, Kate Slankard 
(compiler), Lisa Smentowski, Loren Taylor, Patsi Trollinger, and Charles Vahlkamp. 

Highlights included a White-eyed Vireo and four Bald Eagles (high count). It was a 
good year for raptors with 49 Red-tailed Hawks, nine Northern Harriers and 65 American 
Kestrels recorded. A Hermit Thrush was also observed, a rare bird for this count. 


Falmouth - KYFA (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center near Caddo, KY; 
38.74738°N, -84.24473°W). Habitat as described in 2011. Jan. 1; 6:45 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. EST. 
Sky partly cloudy; temp. -2-15°F; wind NW, 5-15 m.p.h. Most water frozen. 

Two observers in two parties. Total party hours: 9 (2 on foot, 7 by car). Total party miles: 
60 (2 on foot, 58 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 45; total individuals 1,662. 

Observers: Rodney Crice and Kathi Hutton. Non-participating compiler (Lee 
McNeely). 

It was a frigid day and it seemed that the birds were hunkered down out of sight. Waterfowl 
numbers were especially poor. Every water body except the river was frozen. Highlight was 
six Bald Eagles, one at the dam, four in flight at Kincaid, and one along Grimes Rd. The four 
adults, and one juvenile at Kincaid seemed to be flying together. Other highlights included 
large flocks of single species of birds: 100+ Common Grackles at Meldahl, at least 160 Wild 
Turkey along KY 177 near 609, and a conservatively estimated number of 35 American 
Tree Sparrows in a concentrated flock along Grimes Rd. The female King Eider previously 
documented in the count circle did not appear on count day or during count week. 
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Frankfort - KYFR (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center jct. US 127 and KY 
1900; 38.227051°N, -84.852521°W). Habitat as described in 1977. Dec. 16; 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. EST. Sky clear; temp. 31-51°F; wind SW, 11-22 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Twenty-one observers in nine parties. Total party hours: 39.5 (22.5 on foot, 17 by car). 
Total party miles: 124 (17 on foot, 107 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 63; total 
individuals 3,928. 

Observers: Melanie Arnold, Steve Bush, Susan Bush, Robert Chadwick, Barb Cornett, 
Samantha Engstrom, Leah Godlaski, Peggy Gould (compiler), Ralph Gould, Pat Hankla, 
Scott Hankla, Alicia Jacobs, Jeff Jones, Joel Jones, Susan Laurenson, Tommy Quarles, 
Geoffrey Roberts, Edwin Shouse, Mary Shouse, Fran Slezak, and Gary Sprandel. 

On the Frankfort CBC, 21 birders participated, in groups as small as 1 person to 7 
at the Buckley Wildlife Sanctuary. Weather-wise, it was a good day: clear with moderate 
temperatures ranging from a low of 31 to a high of 51 degrees. However, several groups 
remarked that it was a slow, quiet day, and often difficult to find any birds to count! 

Nonetheless, our overall report was a good one, with two unusual species: the Ross’s 
Geese were observed at the Salato Center Game Farm, having been seen there for at least a 
week prior to count day, and a House Wren was spotted in another area of the count circle. 
Our ‘count week’ list was a bit larger than usual this year, with a Peregrine Falcon observed 
close to downtown Frankfort, and a Black Duck, Ring-Necked Ducks and a Lesser Scaup 
were seen at the Salato Center Game Farm. 


Henry County - KYHE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at intersection 
of Happy Ridge Road and Woods Pike Road; 38.39183°N, -85.03719°W). Habitat to be 
described. Dec. 29; 6:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 22-36°F; wind NW 5-10 
m.p.h. Water frozen to partly frozen. 

Three observers in two parties. Total party hours: 19 (1 on foot, 1 by car, and 17 by 
bicycle). Total party miles: 68 (1 on foot, 15 by car, and 52 by bicycle). Hours owling: 0. Total 
species 54: total individuals 9,921. 

Observers: Joel Raber, Moses Raber, and Reuben Raber (compiler). 

Our 2nd CBC turned out pretty good for the circumstances. Though we were minus two 
of our observers, we still found about the same number of species; our total (individuals) 
were up a lot. The weather was cool but tolerable. Having only two parties meant that a lot 
of territory was left unexplored. Some highlights were Pine Warbler, Merlin, and Greater 
White-fronted Goose being on our only unfrozen pond with 155 Canada Geese. The Merlin 
was observed at 75-100 feet for about five minutes eating a bird. All in all, we had a great 
enjoyable day! 


Kleber Wildlife Management Area - KYKL (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, 
center at Hensler, Owen Co.; 38.463333°N, -84.776749°W). Habitat as described in 1972. 
Dec. 30; 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. EST. Partly clear to partly cloudy skies; temp. 18-26°F; wind 
N, 6-13 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Three observers in one party. Total party hours: 9.5 (3 on foot, 6.5 by car). Total party 
miles: 31.5 (4 on foot, 27.5 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 51; total individuals 1,292. 

Observers: Michael Autin, Jeff Jones (compiler), and Joel Jones. 

The morning began cold and windy - ground frozen and birds quiet and in deep cover. 

Multiple large flocks of Robins noted throughout the day. Most open waters and streams were 
frozen. Birds became more active as the weather warmed in the afternoon. Highlight of the 
day was the sighting of four Harriers. 
Lexington - KYLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center East Hickman Church 
on Tates Creek Road; 37.922732°N, -84.471872°W). Habitat: suburban farms, woodlots, 
water company reservoirs, Kentucky River cliffs and bottomland. Dec. 16; 6:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. EST. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 35-52°F; wind SW 0-15 m.p.h. Water open. 


2018 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Bil 


Thirty-nine observers in 11 parties. Total party hours: 57 (25 by foot, 32 by car). Total 
party miles: 260 (15 by foot, 245 by car). Hours owling: 4. Total species 84; total individuals 
14,992. 

Observers: Clay Bliznick, Gretchen Bolton, Nancy Braun, Tony Brusate, Jan Clark, 
Lisa Combs, Eddie DeMoll, Caleb Fligor, Jim Hodge, Marcia Hopkins, Kevin Hopper, 
Beverly James, Allen Kingsland, Judy Lundquist, Chas Martin, Betty Maxon, Josie Miller, 
Kay Neikirk, Teresa Noel, Ronan O’Carra, Beth Oleson, Sydney Penner, Susan Pollack, Vicki 
Reed, Layton Register, Lou Shain, Nathan Skinner, Greg Smith, Dave Svetich, Joe Swanson, 
Laurie Thomas, Mark Tower (compiler), Charles Tremoulet, Ellen Tunnell, Barbara Vellios, 
Chuck Vellios, George Weams, David Westneat, and Justin Yandell. 

I was pleased with the overall species count given that one of our best birders called out 
sick the morning of the count, and we were unable to adequately survey his portion of the 
circle (one of the most productive sections). This may have affected our total number counts 
as several species counts seemed to be a little low. Big misses were Wild Turkey and Red- 
winged Blackbird. 


Louisville - KYLO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center junction of Hwy 42 
and old Hwy 22; 38.28126°N, -85.63481°W). Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 17; 5:00 
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 39-47°F; wind S, 0-13 m.p.h. Water open. 

Fifty observers in 3-16 parties. Total party hours: 85.16 (52.12 on foot, 33.04 by car). 
Total party miles: 283.14 (39.04 on foot, 244.1 by car). Hours owling: 4.5. Total species 87; 
total individuals 15,726. 

Observers: Win Ahrens, Jim Arnett, Michael Autin, Jamie Baker, Brenda Bauer, Tom 
Becker, Pat Bedford, Sherm Bedford, Jane Bell, Pat Bell, Carol Besse, Warren Bilkey, Carl 
Bochmann, JoAnn Bochmann, Karen Bonsell, Mike Callan, Dona Coates, Marge Constan, 
Colleen Craven-Becker, Wes Cunningham, Rod Goforth, Nancy Grant, Charles Hatten, 
Bob Johnson, John Krull, David Lusk, Terri Lusk, JoAnn Luyster, Richard Maysfield, Mark 
Monroe, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Bill Parsley, Bill Pike, Patrice Pittman, Christine Ransdell, 
Eden Ransdell, Megan Ransdell, Samantha Ransdell, Taylor Ransdell, Peggy Renn, Michael 
Riggs, Tim Ritter, Tom Sklodoski, Pam Spaulding, Jack Still, Del Striegel, Nancy Vance, 
Major Waltman, James Wheat (compiler), and Barbara Woerner. 

This year’s Louisville CBC was an odd one - not very cold (39 low, 47 high) but cloudy 
all day with some light rain in the morning and afternoon. Species count was 87, above 
average but less than last year. There were 50 birders in the field, including several out early 
searching for owls. 

Rarities (defined as species observed in less than 15% of the 84 historical Louisville 
CBCs) include: Snow Goose, Cackling Goose, Great Egret, Orange-crowned Warbler 
(observed in the IN portion of the count circle), and Pine Warbler. Species with new high 
counts include: Green-winged Teal (60), Bufflehead (30), Merlin (3), Peregrine Falcon (5), 
Eastern Phoebe (8), and Winter Wren (12). 

Notable misses (defined as species observed in more than 50% of the last 20 CBCs) 
include: Wilson’s Snipe, Herring Gull, Barred Owl, Horned Lark, and Brown Thrasher. 
Note: several more species would be listed here which had been seen regularly in the distant 
past, but not recently. Count week birds include: Mute Swan, Sandhill Crane, Barred Owl, 
Nashville Warbler, and Pine Siskin. 

Thanks to all participants and section leaders, and to Win Ahrens for hosting the 
compilation dinner. 


Richmond - KYRI (all points within a 15-mile diameter, center ca. 0.7 air miles e. of 
junction of US 25 and KY 1983 (White Station Road); 37.6311°N, -84.2638°W. Habitat: 
20% fencerows and roadsides, 20% woodland, 55% pasture/open fields, 4% lawns and 1% 
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lakes and ponds. Dec. 15; 7:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. EST. Sky cloudy; temp. 29-34°F; wind SW, 
0-8 m.p.h. Water open. 

Six observers in two to three parties. Total party hours: 16 (6.3 on foot, 9.7 by car). 
Total party miles: 126.5 (4.5 on foot, 122 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 53; total 
individuals 990. 

Observers: John Abrams, Michael Patton, Brianna Ritchison, Gary Ritchison 
(compiler), Tameria Ritchison, and CareyJo Titus. 

The Richmond CBC was on 15 December. Highlights included one Palm Warbler, two 
Bald Eagles, one Snow Goose (blue phase), and one Ross’s Goose (both geese at Lake Reba 
in Richmond). 


Shelbyville - KYSH (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center three-quarters of a 
mile s. of US 60 and Guist Creek Lake on KY 714; 38.18997°N, -85.14535°W). Elevation 
640-1190 ft. Habitat: farmland, fallow land, suburban, woodland, and grassland. Dec. 16; 
7:30 a.m. to 6:60 p.m. EST. Sky clear; temp. 29-50°F; wind S 10 m.p.h. Water partly frozen. 

Thirteen observers in five parties. Total party hours: 55 (12.5 on foot, 42.5 by car). 
Total party miles: 391 (11.5 on foot, 379.5 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 63; total 
individuals 5,097. 

Observers: Lori Ault, Horace Brown (compiler), Joan Brown, Sean Brown, Todd 
Brown, Joy Fitzgerald, Kevin Flowers, Kathy King, Walt Reichart, Jean Riddell, Josh Riddell, 
Thomas Willard, and Benton Young. 


Warsaw — KYWA (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Gallatin County Court- 
house; 38.78387°N, -84.90227°W). Habitat as described in 1992. Dec. 16; 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m EST. Sky mostly cloudy; temp. 29-51°F; wind SW, 5-25 m.p.h. Most water open. 

Eight observers in five parties. Total party hours: 30.5 (4.5 on foot, 26 by car). Total 
party miles: 209 (19.5 on foot, 189.5 by car). Total species 55; total individuals 13,092. 

Observers: Joe Caminiti, Kathy Caminiti, Rodney Crice, Ed Groneman, Carol Hummel, 
Lee McNeely (compiler), Tommy Stephens, and Tim Towles. 

The extraordinary total of American Robins was attributed to large flocks passing 
overhead from a roost during the early morning hours. 


Eastern Mountain Coal Fields (EMtns) — 3 sites 


Ashland, Boyd County - KYAL (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at 3722 
Emitt Drive, Ashland, KY; 38.466993°N, -82.699916°W) and including portions of adjacent 
Lawrence County, OH, and Wayne County, WV). Habitat: 60% forest, 20% suburban, 15% 
roadside and brush edges, 3% open land, and 2% open water and streams. Dec. 23; 7:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. EST. Rain all day, heavier in morning; temp. 42-53°F; wind SE 0-6 m.p.h. Water 
open. 

Three observers in two to three parties; one feeder watcher. Total party hours: 15 (4.5 on 
foot, 10.5 by car). Total party miles: 102 (3 on foot, 99 by car). Hours owling: 1. Total species 
52; total individuals 2,505. 

Observers: Beverly Canterbury, Lucas Canterbury, Ronald Canterbury (compiler), 
and Ashley Kuflewski. 

Despite steady rain for most of the day, a total of 52 species were detected. Species noted 
in highest number since inception of this count included Wood Duck (n = 5), Gadwall (n = 
2), Belted Kingfisher (n = 3), Red-bellied Woodpecker (n = 16), Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (n 
= 3), Pileated Woodpecker (n = 3), Carolina Chickadee (n = 41), Field Sparrow (n = 12), and 
Song Sparrow (n = 76). 

We had good numbers of most woodpeckers, as they seemed to be out in numerous areas 
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foraging. Additional highlights included a Ruffed Grouse, a calling Great Horned Owl, and 
an adult Red-headed Woodpecker. 


Cumberland Falls - KYCF (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center on upper Bark 
Camp Creek; 36.889994°N, -84.261105°W). Habitat: mostly forest; 70% upland oak and 
pine, mixed forest, and hemlock forest, 20% in small rural home lots, small farm holdings, 
and minimal residential and urban areas, one large reservoir (Laurel River Lake), and about 
17 miles of Cumberland River/Lake Cumberland and its riparian forest. Dec. 18; 6:15 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. EST; sky cloudy with light rain during a.m.; temp. 43-54°F; wind NW, 0-5 m.p.h. 
Water open. 

Nine observers in one to five parties. Total party hours: 38.5 (8 on foot, 30.5 by car). 
Total party miles: 283.5 (4.5 on foot, 279 by car). Hours owling: 3.25. Total species 70; total 
individuals 2,414. 

Observers: Sara Ash, Ellen Boles, Granville Cox, Thelma Cox, Roseanna Denton, 
Steve Denton, Bret Kuss (compiler), Tom Mills, and Renee Yetter. 

This year’s count showed a good representation of typical bird populations for the region. 
This was the 8th official year of the Cumberland Falls CBC. No particularly rare birds were 
seen, although three species from the count were a bit unusual in that they more commonly 
winter in states to our south. Those species being Blue-headed Vireo, House Wren and Pine 
Warbler. Blue-headed Vireo and Pine Warbler were new species for the count, House Wren 
had been observed two years ago on this count and this year two were reported. This was 
also the second year in which Common Mergansers were seen. The only other species new 
to the count this year was Northern Pintail. Golden-crowned Kinglets were conspicuously 
abundant across the area with a total of 59. A Black Vulture roosting group on the circle 
helped to give them a high count of 60. Other species which met or exceeded previous high 
counts were Ring-necked duck (16), Great Blue Heron (7), Bald Eagle (7), Rock Pigeon (40), 
Eastern Screech-Owl (7), Great Horned Owl (2), Belted Kingfisher (6), Pileated Woodpecker 
(30), American Kestrel (13), Tufted Titmouse (128), White-breasted Nuthatch (64), Brown 
Creeper (4), Ruby-crowned Kinglet (9), Hermit Thrush (22). Only 2 Ring-billed Gulls were 
reported. Chipping Sparrows were not seen. Other less notable misses include Purple Finch, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird and Common Grackle. 


London - KYLD (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at jct. Rte. 3432 and US 
25; 37.135376°N, -84.094161°W). Habitat as described in 2014. Dec. 28; 6:15 a.m. to 5:45 
p.m. EST. Sky cloudy in a.m.; clouds moved in after noon; temp. 21-28°F; wind NW, 2-10 
m.p.h. Water open. 

Nine observers in three parties. Total party hours: 28.25 (4.5 on foot, 23.75 by car). Total 
party miles: 194. 5 (1.25 on foot, 193.25 by car). Hours owling: 0. Total species 67; total 
individuals 3,358. 

Observers: Wendi Allen, Granville Cox (compiler), Thelma Cox, Roseanna Denton, 
Steve Denton, Abi Dixon, Megan Martin, Marie Oakley, and Alainey Robinson. 


CORRECTION 


Last year’s CBC summary table incorrectly listed a count week observation of LeConte’s 
Sparrow for Henry County; the cw notation should have been for Savannah Sparrow (KW 
93: 28-29). 
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Table 1. 2017-2018 Kentucky Christmas Bird Count: number of birds per hour by region 
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FIELD NOTES 


Red-necked Stint (Calidris ruficollis) in Henderson County 


On the morning of 20 August 2017, Charles Crawford made a trip to an Ohio River 
floodplain slough that has been dubbed by birders “Horseshoe Road Slough” in western 
Henderson County. This natural slough runs along the southeast side of a section of Horseshoe 
Road. It was long-ago converted from bottomland hardwood forest to row-crop agricultural 
use and annually provides excellent waterbird habitat following periods of high water on the 
nearby Ohio River. Following typical winter and spring floods, the slough persists for many 
weeks and disappears only when the river drops back to normal level and the subsurface 
water table recedes. 

During mid-August 2017, Horseshoe Road Slough was in the process of drying out 
following late spring flooding, so it was providing good habitat for migratory shorebirds. 
As a result, it had been a regular destination for Crawford’s outings in preceding weeks. On 
the morning of 20 August 2017, he found a good variety of herons, egrets, and shorebirds 
present. While scanning with binoculars, he realized that a bird that was with a group of Least 
Sandpipers (Calidris minutus) was quite different. It was a dark-legged peep, a bit larger than 
the nearby Leasts, and it had a relatively bright rusty-colored throat and upper breast. 

Crawford always carries a camera while in the field, so although he was not sure what 
the odd shorebird was, he took a series of photographs that he downloaded to his computer 
upon returning home. A comparison 
of his photos to images in field guides 
led him to the conclusion that the odd- 
looking peep had to be a Red-necked 
Stint (Calidris ruficollis). At that point he 
forwarded a couple of his photographs to 
Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., who concurred 
with the identification. Crawford posted 
his observation on Kentucky’s birding 
listserv, birdky, and by later that evening, 
about 15 additional birders were able to 

; z see the stint. 

Red-necked ee ieee 3 August 2017 The following morning, the Red- 
necked Stint was relocated at Horseshoe 
Road Slough by about a dozen birders; however, a couple of groups who arrived in the mid- 
afternoon were not able to find it. The stint was again at Horseshoe Road Slough on the 
morning of 22 August 2017. It was seen by several more birders during the day; however, it 
was never refound on subsequent days. Interestingly, the odd disappearance of the bird on the 
afternoon of 21 August might be explained by the near total solar eclipse that had occurred 
during the early afternoon. Perhaps in the darkening conditions, the stint decided to go to a 

roosting spot early and did not return until the following morning. 

The Red-necked Stint was photographed extensively by Crawford, Jamie Baker, and 
others, yielding excellent documentation. It was a medium-sized peep with relatively long 
black legs. The wings were relatively long, the primaries projecting noticeably past the tip 
of the tail. The orangish-rust color, consistent with an alternate-plumaged adult, was faded 
but still very noticeable on the throat, upper breast, lower portion of the face, and sides of the 
nape. A few faded, brownish streaks were present ringing the bottom margin of the orange on 
the upper breast. A noticeable pale supercilium was present below a darker, finely streaked 
crown. The nape was dark and streaked. The back and upperwing covert feathers were mostly 
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worn and faded, although a few back feathers still retained some bright rufous, and the 
upperwing coverts were dark centered with pale margins. The underparts were clear white; 
the underwing coverts were also white. 

The only feature of the bird that seemed a bit out of character was its relatively long 
and deep bill, very unlike the short, narrow bills of males of the species. Perhaps the bird 
is a female, and the bill is near the maximum limit for the species. A review of photographs 
by several shorebird authorities yielded the same conclusion. The Kentucky Bird Records 
Committee (KBRC) has accepted this record. 

This represents the first Kentucky record of Red-necked Stint and one of only a few 
for the inland eastern United States of this Asian shorebird. It is regularly reported only in 
western Alaska, and is occasional on the east and west coasts of North America. A review of 
eBird shows only three additional records of the species in the inland eastern United States: 
one in northern Indiana 23 May 2007, and two in sw. Tennessee, where individuals were 
reported 7 August 1993 and 8-15 October 1994. A summary of records of rarities in the mid- 
continent states of North America (Domalgaski, R. 2010. Mid-continent rare birds records, 
unpubl. summary) also included a report from Ashtabula County, Ohio, 21-22 July 1962 and 
one hypothetical report from Holt County, Missouri, 20 May 1990. 


— Charles Crawford, 1763 Turnagain Drive, Henderson, KY, 42420, and Brainard Palmer- 
Ball, Jr., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222. 


Lark Bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys) in Henderson County 


As a lark, I thought of making 2017 the year I reached 300 on my Kentucky eBird list. 
Several birds that I had had before but had never documented were targets. Union County 
offered potential Wilson’s Phalarope and Upland Sandpiper, the latter of which would be 
a lifer for Lisa Combs. We went for a Sunday drive that August 6" exploring slowly to the 
Uniontown-Mt. Vernon Road “fluddle” where we found the phalarope with other shorebirds 
and plenty of swallows. 

It was now after 6 pm, with fading light and drizzling rain. I was not sure where the 
Upland Sandpiper was, but I knew it was in the direction of Lexington. We had never been in 
this area before, so I pulled up the Upland Sandpiper post in eBird and hit Maps, which took 
us into Henderson County down an unnamed road. After an initial stretch with trees, the road 
opened to an area with grasses overhanging the narrow lane on either side. My car lights were 
now on because of the overcast with steady rain. 

Asmall black bird with symmetric white wing flashes flew off the road, and I immediately 
blurted out, “Lark Bunting.” I called Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr. to say that I had just seen a 
Lark Bunting! He said, naturally, “Not without a photo you didn’t!” After all, I had had only 
a 2-second look at a dark bird at dusk in the rain. 

Amazingly, the bird reappeared less than 50 feet away! 

Through the windshield I confirmed my suspicion, at least to myself. I grabbed my 
camera and an umbrella and holding my umbrella with my chin, I was able to snap off a few 
identifiable photos confirming the state’s first Lark Bunting (and a life bird for Lisa). I snapped 
a phone shot off the camera and sent it to Brainard. Lisa and I managed several additional 
photos, until the light deteriorated predictably, and the rain punished us and the road. 

We created a precise, separate eBird entry and emailed a rare bird alert to birdky. I also 
secured a blue towel at eye level on a branch next to the road. About 10 people were able to 
observe and photograph the bunting before 10 a.m. the next day. 

Our observations and the subsequent photos confirmed a sparrow-sized bird with a 
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thick dark bill. Initially, it looked all black and white, given the lighting. Photos show brown 
smudges. It was jumping up to grab grass seed off stems overhanging the lane. 


KBRC later accepted Kentucky’s first documented Lark Bunting. 


— David Svetich, Lexington; svetich813@gmail.com 


Editor’s note: The Lark Bunting has a history of wandering east of its usual Great Plains 
range. “Almost every lower Canadian province and U.S. state has recorded this wandering 
species at least once” (Shane 2000). The species appears as a review species on the official 
bird lists of Ohio, Tennessee, Missouri, Illinois, and Indiana. The blotchy appearance and 
buffy patches of this individual are consistent with Lark Bunting. “Definitive Prebasic molt 

.. complete; occurs late Jul-Sep. Begins on breeding ground and completed at migratory 
stopover sites or on wintering grounds (Pyle 1997c)” (Shane 2000). 
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NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award 


The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor 
the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her 
husband Wendell made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, 
or in writing. Applications for 2018 scholarships are due May 1, 2018, however grants will be 
subject to ABA camp’s space availability. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 


The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 


scott.marsh@twe.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 


The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http:// 
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 
kate.slankard LOV. 
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1. Red-necked Stint (foreground) — Henderson, 20 August 2017, Charles Crawford; 2. Long-tailed Jaeger — Livingston/ 
Marshall, 17 September 2017, Mary Yandell; 3. Lark Bunting — Henderson, 7 August 2017, Steve Graham; 4. Parasitic 
Jaeger — Livingston/Marshall, 16 September 2017, Pam Spaulding; 5. Willet — Rowan, 30 August 2017, Don Martin; 
6. Winter Wren — Marshall, 27 November 2017, Tammie Vied Smith; 7. Rose-breasted Grosbeak — Lincoln, 28 
October 2017, Nancy Kitchen 
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We thank Jeffery D. Sole for his photograph of the Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus 
cinerascens) at Dale Hollow Lake SRP, Cumberland County, 8 December 2017. 


2018 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 43 


Winter Distribution of Golden Eagles (Aquila chrysaetos) in Kentucky 


Loren Taylor and Kate Slankard 
Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 


Abstract. The winter distribution and abundance of Golden Eagles in the eastern United States 
is poorly understood. To address this knowledge gap, we participated in the “Appalachian 
Eagle Monitoring Program,” where we monitored wintering Golden Eagles across Kentucky, 

utilizing a network of camera traps from 2012-2017. We verified the occurrence of Golden 
Eagles by reviewing trail camera images and calculated the frequency of Golden Eagle 

presence and maximum count of individuals for each area. Through this study, we were 

able to better map the winter distribution of Golden Eagles in Kentucky and suggest areas of 
importance for the species across the state. 


Two Golden Eagles visit a camera trap at Bernheim Forest in 2013 


Introduction 


The North American Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) population is estimated at 57,000, the 
bulk of which occurs in the west (Rosenberg et al. 2016). The Golden Eagle population in 
the western U.S. appears to be declining (USFWS 2016). Less is known about the population 
in the east. Recent estimates place the eastern Golden Eagle population at 5,000 individuals, 
although the extent of the species’ breeding range in eastern Canada is not well understood, 
suggesting this number may be an underestimate (Morneau et al. 2015). 


Historically, Golden Eagles nested in eastern Canada and the northeastern U.S., but no 
nesting activity has been confirmed in the eastern U.S. since the 1990s (Morneau et al. 
2015). However, the species is a regularly occurring migrant and winter resident across the 
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Appalachian mountain region (Jachowski et al. 2015). Long-term migration counts in the 
northeastern U.S. indicate a steady increase for Golden Eagles since 1974 (Farmer et al. 
2008). 


Prior to this study, information on the winter distribution of Golden Eagles in Kentucky 
was scant. Mengel (1965) considered the Golden Eagle to be a very rare winter resident or 
vagrant occurring most numerously in the Cumberland Plateau. Since the 1990s, most Annual 
Midwinter Eagle Surveys have recorded a few Golden Eagles at Bernheim Arboretum and 
Research Forest in Bullitt County (Heyden 2012, Burford 1999). Palmer-Ball (2003) described 
the species as an extremely rare to rare transient and winter resident, occurring regularly 
at the following locations: Ballard Wildlife Management Area (WMA), Land Between the 
Lakes (LBL) National Recreation Area, and Bernheim Forest. To learn more about the winter 
distribution of Golden Eagles in Kentucky, in 2012 the Kentucky Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Resources (KDFWR) began participating in the Appalachian Eagle Monitoring 
Program (AEMP), coordinated by the Eastern Golden Eagle Working Group (EGEWG). 
Although the AEMP is a region-wide monitoring program, in this summary we report results 
for Kentucky only. 


METHODS 
Camera Trapping 


Camera trap sites and setup followed the protocol established by the AEMP and outlined in 
Jachowski et al. (2015). The AEMP is a network of baited “camera traps” distributed across 
the Appalachian Mountain region. Camera trapping is an efficient, affordable, noninvasive 
surveying technique that can be implemented in hard-to-access areas across a large spatial 
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Two Golden Eagles spar over bait at an LBL camera trap in 2015. 


scale. Camera traps “captured” Golden Eagles by photographing them while scavenging on 
bait, thereby documenting their presence at a site (Jachowski et al. 2015). 


Telemetry data has shown that the majority of tracked Golden Eagles wintering in the eastern 
mountains use large blocks of forest or forest edges (Palmer-Ball 2010, Katzner et al. 2012). 
Therefore, we placed camera traps in small openings within forests or forest edges on public 
or private lands where volunteers or agency personnel were available to monitor the sites. We 
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prioritized sites with higher elevation and previous records of Golden Eagles. When needed, 
we obtained state permits to collect road-killed White-tailed Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) 
and Elk (Cervus canadensis) carcasses for use as bait. Surveys were conducted November- 
March and categorized by the calendar year of the latest trap date. We planned to conduct 
camera trapping for a minimum of two weeks per survey year at each site. However, weather 
conditions and limited bait availability did not always make this possible. We have included 
surveys with less than two weeks of data in this paper. 


Data Analysis 


All camera trap photos (unaltered) were submitted to the KDFWR Wildlife Diversity Avian 
Monitoring Program. Each image was reviewed, and the number of individual Golden Eagles 
photographed on each date was recorded for each camera site. Individuals were differentiated 
by plumage differences — an approach which may result in a conservative estimate for 
maximum counts, since individuals of the same age can be difficult to distinguish. 


Golden Eagle home ranges are large. Katzner et al. (2012) reported the average home range 
size of wintering Golden Eagles in the Appalachian region to be 553 km?. To avoid inflated 
counts due to the possibility of individual eagles visiting multiple sites in a single day, data 
from camera sites within 553 km? were combined into camera trap “areas”. The presence 
or absence of Golden Eagles each day was recorded and used to determine the frequency 
of Golden Eagle visitation at camera trap areas (Jachowski et al. 2015). Program R (R Core 
Team 2017) was used to calculate the frequency of Golden Eagle presence at camera trap 
areas. Frequency was defined as the percent of survey days with one or more Golden Eagles 
present. Frequency was calculated for each area annually and overall (all years pooled). 


Results 


A total of 33 camera sites were monitored at 14 trap areas throughout the course of this 
study. The number of areas monitored annually varied from three in 2017 to eleven during 
2014. Golden Eagles were not photographed at any point in the study at Clarks River NWR, 
Begley WMA, or Locust Hill (Table 1, Figure 1). Of the remaining areas, Golden Eagle 
frequencies demonstrated annual variation within and between trap areas. For instance, 
annual frequencies at Yellowbank WMA ranged from 0% to 70%; meanwhile, between areas, 
annual frequencies ranged from 5% (Peabody, 2014) to 81% (Robinson Forest, 2015). Overall 
frequency (all years pooled) was 32%; sites with Golden Eagles ranged from 4% (Northeast 
Lakes) to 48% (Bernheim Forest). Yellowbank WMA and Robinson Forest, also had high 
overall frequencies (43% and 41%, respectively). The most Golden Eagles identified at any 
site in a year was three at Bernheim Forest (in 2012 and 2015). 


Discussion 


The goal of this study was to increase our understanding of the winter distribution of Golden 
Eagles in Kentucky. We documented Golden Eagles at 11 areas distributed across the state, 
with variation across the years. A limitation of the AEMP method is that it targets scavenging 
eagles (Jachowski et al. 2015), and this species is not entirely dependent on scavenging. 
The factors affecting annual Golden Eagle frequency at a site may be complex, and likely 
include weather patterns, local food availability, and degree of competition with other species 
(Jachowski et al. 2015). We counted between one and three different individuals at each 
area annually. Small numbers in an area mean that the movements of individual birds may 
lead to fluctuating frequencies. For example, Palmer-Ball (2010) reported a tracked Golden 
Eagle returning to the same winter home range in Kentucky during 2006-2008; however, the 
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individual did travel outside of this core area, up to 256 km away. Miller (2016) found that 
Golden Eagles spent nearly 50% of their fall migration at stopovers, feeding, exploring, and 
waiting for optimal flying conditions. In our study, areas with varying annual frequencies 
might have been used as migration stopovers, or were perhaps located outside of core winter 
ranges. Northeastern Lakes, for example, had no Golden Eagles in 2012 and 2014, but one 
did visit the area for four days in 2015. Bernheim Forest and LBL, previously known winter 
locations for Golden Eagles, proved to be reliable wintering areas throughout this study, with 
annual Golden Eagle frequencies ranging from 24% to 73%, and 23% to 63% respectively. 
However, other areas also had high frequencies. Robinson Forest had the highest annual 
Golden Eagle frequency of the study with 81% in 2015, and Yellowbank WMA had two of the 
highest annual frequencies observed: 71% in 2014 and 59% in 2017 (Table 1). 


The abundance and quality of bait, as well as the duration and number of years in which it 
was supplied, may also influence eagle frequencies at a site. Miller et al. (2017) suggest that 
the most important factors driving Golden Eagle ranging behavior is prey availability and 
updrafts. Baiting a site for a longer period and for multiple years may improve winter survival 
and increase the chances that individual eagles will return in subsequent years. All five of 
the areas with overall frequencies over 25% were baited and surveyed at least 3 years in a 
row. Bernheim Forest, for example, had 9 camera sites and a total of 494 days during this 
study, and consistently had eagles present. Yellowbank WMA had two years where no Golden 
Eagles were documented (2012, 2015). During these two years, the site was only active for 
10 days in 2012, and 16 days in 2015. However, in 2013, 2014, 2016, and 2017 this area was 
baited for longer (21, 31, 38, and 29 days) and higher frequencies were observed for those 
years (24%, 71%, 47%, and 59%). Hence, surveying for a longer survey window for multiple 
years may provide a better idea of how many birds visit an area. 


Our counts suggest that at least 10 individuals visited our camera sites in 2016; however, we 
assume this is an underestimate of the birds using the surveyed areas. During photo review, 
individuals were differentiated by plumage differences, often due to age. (This results in a 
very prudent estimate for maximum counts, since individuals of the same age can be difficult 
to distinguish). We also pooled data for sites within 553 km? to avoid double-counting birds. 
Tagging birds may help better estimate abundance and allow for the use of mark-recapture 
analysis. 


We confirmed Golden Eagle presence at all but three survey areas (Begley WMA, Locust 
Hill, and Clarks River NWR). Bernheim Forest, Yellowbank WMA, and Robinson Forest had 
Golden Eagles on over 40% of the days surveyed (Figure 1). Thus, although this species seems 
to occur in low numbers, it also seems to occur widely and regularly. Our results demonstrate 
that the distribution of this species is more widespread in Kentucky than once thought and 
that Golden Eagles occur regularly in eastern Kentucky’s mountains and in forested regions 
in the western part of the state. 


Prior to this study, little information on the wintering distribution of Golden Eagles in 
Kentucky existed. Through our efforts, we have begun to fill this knowledge gap and identified 
important wintering areas for Golden Eagles in the state. This species may be overlooked 
by some observers due its similarity to immature bald eagles and other raptors. Further 
exacerbating the paucity of incidental observations, Golden Eagles that occur in Appalachia 
are often in remote locations where recreational birders rarely visit. Future monitoring might 
best focus on these remote areas and regions of the state not covered in our effort (northern 
and south-central Kentucky). 
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Figure 1: Percentage of days with Golden Eagles at camera traps during 2012-2017. The size of points 
indicates the overall frequency of Golden Eagle presence in each area. 


Bg — Begley WMA, Br — Bernheim Forest, CR — Clarks River NWR, DB — Daniel Boone National 
Forest, Dw — Dewey Lake WMA, F — Fishtrap WMA, LBL — Land Between the Lakes NRA, LH — 
Locust Hill, NL— Northeast Lakes (Grayson/Yatesville), R — Robinson Forest vicinity, Pa — Paintsville 
Lake WMA, Pe — Peabody WMA, Sm — Smithland, Yb — Yellowbank WMA vicinity. 
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Kentucky Ornithological Society Spring Meeting 
Barren River State Resort Park 
April 27-April 29, 2018 


Friday, April 27 

Beginning at 2:30 p.m., Clay Bliznick and David Lang led a field trip to Brigadoon State 
Nature Preserve for 26 early arrivers. Towards the end of the bird walk, a Pacific Loon was 
identified at Quarry Beach and the Dam Overlook by Brainard Palmer-Ball and Tommy 
Quarles. Many members were able to see the bird at a distance. 


7:00 p.m. Evening meeting 

Vice President Rebecca Bates called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. CDT. She welcomed 
everyone and described the format of KOS meetings for the benefit of new members and 
directed them to a schedule of the meeting. She asked those interested to sign a card for 
Treasurer Lee McNeely, wishing him well. Rob Foster presented the bird quiz for Steve 
Kistler who was away on a trip. Parts of birds were shown and the audience guessed the 
identity, after which the entire bird was shown. 


David Lang gave an informative talk on birding in Brazil. He spent from August 26 to 
September 16, 2017 there during the dry, very hot season. He described the itinerary and 
showed slides of various birds and habitats they saw. Overall, he recorded 410 species on 
the trip. 


Field trips for Saturday morning were announced. A social hour with refreshments followed 
the meeting that adjourned at 8:30 a.m. 


Saturday, April 28 

8:00 a.m. Six field trips departed from in front of the lodge. They were as follows: Brainard 
Palmer-Ball — transient lakes; Clay Bliznick — the Narrows; Linda Craiger — Walnut Creek; 
Tom Durbin — tailwaters of the Barren Reservoir; Blaine Ferrell — Barren River State Park 
lodge grounds; Rob Foster and Bill Thompson III — Bailey’s Point. 


At 1:00 p.m. several birding workshops were offered: Bill Thompson HI on beginning 
birding; Clay Bliznick on birding by ear, and Rob Foster on Apps for Birding. Rob Lane led 
a walk around the lodge. 


7:00 p.m. Evening meeting 

Rebecca Bates opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. by welcoming everyone. She described events 
for the evening for newcomers and mentioned that KOS “baseball” cards were available to 
hand out to potential new members. She went over options for Sunday: James Wheat would 
lead a trip to Mammoth Cave National Park and Linda Craiger and Sandy Moss would lead 
a trip on Dr. Moss’s farm near Glasgow. Rebecca asked if members would like another local 
field trip on Sunday. She thanked those members who helped and those who stepped up to fill 
in for President Jeff Sole, who was unable to attend. 


She announced that the next KOS meeting would be held at Pine Mountain State Resort Park 
from September 15 to 17, 2018. 


Blaine Ferrell tallied the birds observed thus far which numbered 154 species. 
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Announcements: 

Brainard Palmer-Ball encouraged people to sign the card for KOS Treasurer Lee McNeely 
and pointed out several ornithological books available to take. Bonnie Avery encouraged 
individuals to try recycling and eco-friendly coffee. She said that Birds & Beans is the only 
US company that sells exclusively shade-grown, organic, free-trade coffee certified as bird- 
friendly by the Smithsonian. 


The featured speaker, Bill Thompson II, presented “The Perils and Pitfalls of Birding.” 
Mr. Thompson is the editor and publisher of Bird Watcher ’s Digest and Watching Backyard 
Birds. He is also the founder of the American Birding Expo (in its Sth year) and recent co- 
founder of Redstart Birding, a retail site that provides tailored advice on birding equipment. 
He summarized his publications and their history. He began his talk by singing several songs 
about birds while playing guitar. The songs were followed by a series of comical stories about 
his development as a birder when he was a child. Following his talk, he gave away booklets 
for beginning birders and signed other literature available to members. His presentation was 
greeted with great laughter and — despite a long day of birding — no one nodded off during the 
presentation. There were 69 attendees at the meeting. 


The meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. following Mr. Thompson’s talk. 


Sunday, April 29 
Field trips described above left the lodge at 8:00 a.m. 


Spring KOS Meeting Bird List 
Barren River State Resort Park and Area 
April 27 through April 29, 2018 


It was a beautiful sunny weekend with temperatures in the 50’s and 60’s. The following 
birds were observed by members on Friday and Saturday April 28: Canada Goose, Wood 
Duck, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Gadwall, Mallard, Green-winged Teal, Ring- 
necked Duck, Bufflehead, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck, Wild Turkey, Pied-billed 
Grebe, Horned Grebe, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Chuck-Will’s-Widow, Chimney Swift, 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Black-necked Stilt, Black- 
bellied Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Stilt Sandpiper, Dunlin, Least Sandpiper, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Short-billed Dowitcher, Long-billed Dowitcher, Wilson’s Snipe, Spotted 
Sandpiper, Solitary Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs, Greater Yellowlegs, Bonaparte’s Gull, 
Laughing Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Caspian Tern, Forster’s Tern, Pacific Loon, 
Common Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, American Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Green 
Heron, Black-crowned Night-Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, 
Northern Harrier, Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed 
Hawk, Eastern Screech-Owl, Barred Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Red-headed Woodpecker, Red- 
bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated 
Woodpecker, American Kestrel, Merlin, Peregrine Falcon, Eastern Phoebe, Great Crested 
Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, 
Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, Horned Lark, Purple Martin, Tree 
Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow, 
Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, 
House Wren, Marsh Wren, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, 
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Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, European Starling, House Sparrow, American Pipit, 
House Finch, American Goldfinch, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Lark 
Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, 
White-crowned Sparrow, Yellow-breasted Chat, Bobolink, Eastern Meadowlark, Orchard 
Oriole, Baltimore Oriole, Red-winged Blackbird, Brown-headed Cowbird, Common 
Grackle, Ovenbird, Worm-eating Warbler, Louisiana Waterthrush, Black-and-white Warbler, 
Prothonotary Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Common 
Yellowthroat, Hooded Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Northern Parula, Blackburnian Warbler, 
Yellow Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Palm Warbler, Pine Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Summer Tanager, 
Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting. 
The total species count was 154. 


Additional species added on Sunday morning included: Eurasian Collared-Dove, American 


Woodcock, Cedar Waxwing, Blue-winged Warbler, and Cape May Warbler. These additions 
brought the weekend total to a record 159 species. 


Attendance at the Spring 2018 K.O.S. Meeting 
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Elizabethtown........ Sean Clinning, Jennifer Morehead............... Fred Busroe, Katie 
& Jerry Snyder Busroe 
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Chadwick, Tommy Melissa Easley, Bonnie 
Quarles & Sam McNeely 
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Scott Marsh, Teresa Whipple, OH........... Bill Thompson, III 
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The Winter Season, December 2017 - January 2018 
Ben Yandell 


December averaged 1.0 degree Fahrenheit (0.5 degrees Celsius) below average, and January 
averaged 2.5 degrees Fahrenheit (1.4 degrees Celsius) below average, including some very 
low temperatures at the start of the year. Despite a colder-than-average start to February, the 
last half of the month was so warm that the overall average for the month was 7.1 degrees 
Fahrenheit (4.0 degrees Celsius) hotter than average, setting several all-time monthly high 
temperature records, including highs in the lower 80s. All stations had average February 
temperatures in the top 10 ever recorded. Precipitation totals showed a similar pattern, with 
totals slightly below average in December and January, but more than 2.5 times the average 
in February, resulting in widespread flooding in late February. (Based on National Weather 
Service monthly averages in Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green, Paducah, and Jackson 
compared to 1981-2010 averages and all-time records.) 


Review species reported for the season were ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER (first 
state record), KING EIDER (third state record), LITTLE GULL (seventh state record), 
TRUMPETER SWAN (2 reports), PACIFIC LOON, SNOWY OWL (multiple reports), RED 
CROSSBILL (2 reports), HARRIS’S SPARROW, and YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD. 
Other noteworthy reports include Eared Grebe, Glaucous and Great Black-backed Gulls, 
Red-throated Loons, multiple Rough-legged Hawks, above-average Pine Siskin numbers, 
late-staying warblers, and Dickcissel. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply that 
these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and, whenever possible, 
photographic documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). 
Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported 
periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. The most recent KBRC decisions were reported in the 
November issue (Yandell 2017). 


Details of many of the following reports were posted at the time on birdky and are available 
at eBird. December-February eBird reports covered 105 of Kentucky’s 120 counties, and 
totaled 167 species, 531 reporting observers, almost 6600 reports, over 70,000 lines of data, 
929 files with attached photographs or audio files, and almost 65,000 individual birds reported 
(eliminating duplicate counts by groups and entries with an “x” instead of a number). 


The following highlights summarize locations, dates, and observer initials. Documentation 
method may be noted; wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = video recording, 
and au = audio recording. Species order is based on AOS 2017. Comments about previous 
Kentucky bird records rely on the Annotated Checklist and updates (Palmer-Ball 2018). 


Snow Goose — Reported from 34 counties. counts were 82 at Midway Road and 45 at 
27,000 at Long Point, 23 January (MG) the junction of highways 94 and 311, both 
was the highest count of the season. Fulton, 2 February (wr DP). 


Counts of 1000+ were reported from Greater White-fronted Goose — Reported 

Ballard, Fulton, and Henderson, mainly From OO counting 3000 At Ballard WNT: 

in December and January. Ballard, 18 December (BPB, CBz) was 
Ross’s Goose — Reported from 21 counties; the peak count. 

most reports were of 1-2 birds. Peak 
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Cackling Goose—Reported from 12 counties. 
2 at Louisville Water Company Ponds, 
Jefferson, 17 December (ph JW) and 5 at 
Basil Griffin Park, Warren, 18 December 
(ph AH) were the earliest reported. Reports 
continued through at least 17-18 February 
(m.ob.). 35 at Reformatory Lake, Oldham, 
5 January (BD) was the highest count of 
the season; the species was reported in 
varying numbers at that location from 31 
December - 15 January (m.ob.). Spindle- 
top had reports of up to 12 birds, 1 January 
- 17 February (m.ob.). Frogue Pond and 
nearby locations, 7odd, had reports of 
as many as 5 birds, 22 December - 18 
February (m.ob.). 


Mute Swan — Reported from 11 counties. 
Seasonal highs of 10 were reported 
from each of three locations: Honker 
Bay, Lyon, 6 January (HC, BvC, DoS), 
Lexington reservoirs 11 January (DSv), 
and Petros Pond, Warren, 23 January - 
13 February (TD, FL, RD). Other long- 
staying birds include 2 at Spindletop from 
early December through 4 February, with 
4 reported 15-18 January (DSv, m.ob.); 2 
at Reformatory Lake, Oldham, from 14 
December - 21 January (PB, JB, BY, MY); 
2 at Lake Reba, Richmond, Madison, 21 
December - 9 February (JSo, m.ob.); 2-3 
in Shelbyville, Shelby, 14 January - 15 
February (RbC, DbC, m.ob.); and 4 in 
Trenton, 7odd, 23 January - 2 February 
(JoH, m.ob.). 


TRUMPETER SWAN — 2 were near 
Cecilia, Hardin, 1-3, 11-17 February (ph 
JnS, JrS, m.ob.). 2 at Aurora Ferry Road, 
Boone, 19 February (ph KaC, JC). KBRC 
review required. 


Tundra Swan — 34 reports from 6 counties. 
50+ at the Sloughs, Henderson, 24 
December (ph CC) was the highest count. 
25+ were at a mostly frozen Lake Peewee, 
Hopkins, 20 January (Charles Andrews), 
and swans were reported there 5 January 
through the end of the season (m.ob.). 


Blue-winged Teal — All reports included. 1 
continued at Spindletop 6-7, 19 Decem- 
ber (DSv); 3 there 23 February (AM) may 
have been early spring returnees. A similar 
pattern occurred with 3 at Freeman Lake, 
Hardin, 24 December, with 2 there 28 


Vol. 94 


February (both reports JnS, JrS). 2 were 
at Barren River Lake, Allen, 24 February 
(BWu, JW). 


Gadwall — An estimate of 4000 at Honker 
Bay, Lyon, 25 December (BY) was the 
highest count of the season and the second 
highest count on record. Two Gadwall x 
Mallard hybrids: 1 continued in Pulaski, 
25 December (RD); 1 was at Pleasant 
Ridge Marsh, Wayne, 23 December (RB). 


Mallard — Reported from 62 counties. 5000 
at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 18 December 
(BPB, CBz) was the highest count of the 
season. 


American Black Duck — Reported from 34 
counties. 50 at the Ken Unit of Peabody 
WMA, Ohio, 31 December (BPB) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Northern Pintail — Reported from 40 
counties. 350 at south of Berry’s Creek, 
Hopkins, 14 February (BvC) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Green-winged Teal — Reported from 38 
counties. 238 in Todd, 3 December (ShA, 
JoH) and 250 at Ballard WMA, Ballard, 
18 December (BPB, CBz) were the highest 
counts of the season. 


Trumpeter Swan — Hardin, 16 February 2018 
Georgia Elliott Roberts 


Canvasback — Reports from 35 counties. 
500 at Smithland Dam, Livingston, 19 
January (BPB, BWu, TG, SG) was the 
highest count of the season. 

Redhead — 600 at McElroy Lake 27 February 
(BPB) was the highest count of the season. 

Ring-necked Duck — 600 at McElroy Lake 


27 February (BPB) was the highest count 
of the season. 
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Greater Scaup — Below-average numbers. 
All counts were below 100. 


Lesser Scaup — Generally below-average 
numbers, with a notable exception: a state 
record of 30,000 at Little Bear Creek, 
Marshall, 17 February (LyB, RB) All 
other counts below 200 birds this season. 


KING EIDER -— Third state record; the first 
widely observed by birders. A female on 
the Ohio River near Chilo Lock 34 Park / 
Crooked Run Nature Preserve [Clermont 
County, Ohio] was reported in the area 
as early as 25 November (wr CCg, SCg); 
likely venturing far enough from the 
Ohio shore to be in Kentucky at times. 
Confirmed in Kentucky, Bracken, 2-10 
December (DMr, ph m.ob.). The previous 
two records were also females on the Ohio 
River in northern Kentucky; both shot by 
hunters, 26 December 1959 and 2 January 
1971. KBRC review required. 


Surf Scoter — One report. 4 Probable first- 
year birds at KY Dam 17 February (wr 
RB, LyB). 


White-winged Scoter — Another active 
winter season for this species; reported 
from 7 counties. All reports included. The 
first reports were 1 at Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, 10 December (wr BPB, wr CBz, 
MS) and | at Green River Lake, Adair, 12 
December (wr RD). 1-2 at Green River 
Lake, Taylor, 27 December (wr ph BPB, 
JSo). The Ohio River at Louisville had 
two clusters of reports: at least 2 birds 1-7 
January (TB, PB, DS, ph m.ob., eBird ph 
of 1 shot by a hunter) and 1 bird 25-27 
February (ph JBa, BWo, RcM, ph m.ob.). 
1 at South Shore WMA, Greenup, 7 
January (eBird ph of 1 shot by a hunter). 1 
at Green Turtle Bay, Livingston, 7 January 
(wr HC); 2 at the same location 19 January 
(wr BWu, BPB, TG, SG). 3 at Smithland 
Dam, Livingston, 19 January (wr BWu, 
BPB, TG, SG). 1 at Warsaw City Park, 
Gallatin, 20-21 January (wr BWu, wr 
BPB, LMc). | first-year male at KY Dam 
17 February (wr RB, LyB). 7 at Little Bear 
Creek, Marshall, 17 February (LyB, RB). 


Black Scoter — One report. 1 first-year 
female at KY Dam 17 February (wr RB, 
LyB). 
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King Eider, female — Bracken, 3 December 2017 
Tom Becker 


Scoter species — 1 at Jeffersonville Water- 
front, Jefferson, 15 December (TB, CBe). 


Long-tailed Duck — 5 locations; all included. 
1 first reported 24 November continued at 
Appalachian Wildlife Center, Be//, 3, 9 
December (DLd). 1 female at Freeman 
Lake, Hardin, 1 December (TD). 1 at 
Markland Dam, Gallatin, 20-26 January 
(BWu, GWu, m.ob.). | at Barren River 
Lake, Barren, 8, 20-21 February (BPB, 
BB). 2 at KY Dam 17 February (wr RB, 
LyB). 


Bufflehead — 100 at Green River Lake, 
Adair, 6 December (JSo) was the highest 
count of the season. 


Common Goldeneye -— Noteworthy 
gatherings include 20,000 — an estimate 
more than twice the previous record for 
the state — at Little Bear Creek, Marshall, 
17 February (LyB, RB); 600 at Green 
Turtle Bay, Livingston, 19 January (BWu, 
BPB, TG, SG); and 500 at KY Dam, 17 
February (LyB, RB). 


Hooded Merganser — 500 at the Lexington 
reservoirs, 1-3 January (LrC, DSv, JSo) 
was the highest count of the season and 
one of the highest counts on record. 


Common Merganser — 31 at Green River 
Dam, Taylor, 6 January (RD) and 28 at 
Craig’s Creek Embayment, Gallatin, 20 
January (BWu) were the highest counts 
of the season. As many as 7 were reported 
through the season at the Lexington 
reservoirs, 15 December - 14 February 
(DSv, ROC, LrC), the latter date being the 
season’s last report. 
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Red-breasted Merganser — Peak counts 
include 55 at Green Turtle Bay, Living- 
ston, 7 January (HC) and 40 at Green 
River Marina, Zaylor, 16 February (RB). 


Ruddy Duck — 30+ were consistently 
reported through mid-February at the 
reservoirs in Lexington, Fayette (m.ob.). 
150 at LBL, Lake Barkley, Trigg, 28 
January (KB) was the highest count of the 
season. 


Horned Grebe — 450 at Dale Hollow Lake, 
Clinton, 2 December (RB) was the highest 
count of the season. 


Red-necked Grebe — 2 locations. 1 at Lake 
Peewee, Hopkins, 1 December (TG, ph 
SG). 1 at Green River Marina, Taylor, 16- 
18 February (wr ph RB, LMc, TQ, BPB). 


Eared Grebe -— | at Wolf Creek Dam, Russell, 
5-19 December (ph RB, ph m.ob.) and 26 
January and 8 February (wr ph RD). 


Eurasian Collared-Dove — Reported from 
22 counties. 


Rufous Hummingbird — 1 female-type, 
presumed to be the individual from last 
winter, at Wildsong Farm, Cumberland, 
10 December - 6 January (SnJ, CBz). 


Sandhill Crane— Reported from 43 counties. 
Major flights 8-18 February (m.ob.). 
More than 11,000 at Cecilia, Hardin, 13 
February (EHa) and 7500 on the Barren 
CBC 1 January (JSo) were the highest 
counts of the season. 


Whooping Crane — [Not considered to be 
from an established population, so not part 
of the Kentucky state list.] Reported from 
4 counties. 6 in Hopkins 13 December 
(ph CBz, ph RLe) and then as many as 
7 there from 13 February through the 
end of the season (SsE, BvC, m.ob.). 2 in 
Barren 9 February (DR, TD). 2 in Hardin 
9-11 February (BPB, LMc, m.ob.). 7 flew 
over in Muhlenberg, 18 February (wr 
TG, SG, m.ob.). 1 that had spent months 
in Knox was reported 4 February tangled 
in a fence and was eventually euthanized 
(Yandell 2018). 


American Golden-Plover-— | at the Sloughs, 
Henderson, 3 December (ph TrN, KHo) 
was very late. 
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Dunlin — 5 in Lyon 2 December (ShA, JoH). 


Least Sandpiper — Reports from 5 counties. 
52 at Crappie Hollow 2 December (HC) 
was the highest count of the season. 


Glaucous Gull — Livingston, 29 January 2018 
Whitney Gregge 


Spotted Sandpiper — 1 at Pfeiffer Fish 
Hatchery, Franklin, 4 December (JSo). 


Lesser Yellowlegs — 1 at Well Drill Ponds, 
Wayne, 24 February (ph LyB). 2 in 
Hopkins, 27 February (JSo). 


Greater Yellowlegs — 2 in Hart, 17 February 
(JSo). 


Bonaparte’s Gull — Peak counts include 
500 at Barren River Lake, Barren/Allen, 
2 January (LCr) and 400-500 there 20-25 
February (BPB, JSo, TrN, DnR, CBz). 
Other counts of 300+ were at Dale Hollow 
Lake, Clinton/Cumberland, 9 December 
(JBa, TG, SG, m.ob.) and the LBL CBC, 
Marshall, 16 December (HC, ME, TaS). 


LITTLE GULL — Seventh state record. 1 
near-adult at Barren River Lake, Barren/ 
Allen, first documented reports 20 Feb- 
ruary, continuing through 25 February (wr 
ph BPB, m.ob.). KBRC review required. 


Iceland Gull — 1 at Green Turtle Bay, 
Livingston, 7 January (wr HC). 1 at KY 
Dam 17 February (wr RB, LyB). 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — Reported from 
6 counties. Sporadic reports through the 
season of 1-4 at various spots at the n. end 
of KY Lake (Sledd Creek, KY Dam and 
Marina), Marshall (m.ob). 1 at Boyd’s 
Landing, Lyon, 20 December (AH). | at 
Green River Marina, Zaylor, 2 Decem- 
ber (BPB, JSo). 2 at Green Turtle Bay, 
Livingston, 7 January (HC). 1 at Crappie 
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Hollow 29 January (HC). 1 at Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 25 February (JSo, TrN, 
DnR, CBz). 


Glaucous Gull — 1 in the KY Dam area, 
Livingston, 19 December (wr DSi) and 29 
January (wr ph WtG, AsW, WBu). 


Great Black-backed Gull — 2 reported. 1 at 
Waitsboro Recreation Area, Pulaski, 10-11 
January (ph LyB, ph RD). 1 first-year bird 
at KY Dam, 17 February (wr RB, LyB). 


Great Black-backed Gull — Pulaski, 11 January 2018 
Roseanna Denton 


Forster’s Tern — Reported in December 
from Calloway, Lyon, Marshall, and 
Trigg counties. 27 at Crappie Hollow 
2 December (HC) was the highest count 
of the season. Not reported in January 
after 2 January. The next reports were in 
Marshall and Calloway the last half of 
February, beginning with 23 at Jonathan 
Creek, Marshall, 16 February (HC, ME). 


Red-throated Loon — All reports included. 
2 continued at Lake Cumberland, Russell, 
2 December (ph RB). 3 at KY Dam, 
Marshall \7 February (RB, ph LyB). 1 at 
Pisgah Bay, Lyon, 18 February (ph MCu). 


PACIFIC LOON — | at Dale Hollow Lake, 
Clinton, 13 December (wr ph LyB, EwB). 
KBRC review required. 


Common Loon — 85 reports from 16 
counties. 75 at Green River Lake, Adair, 
6 December (JSo) was the highest count 
of the season. 


American White Pelican — Reported from 
7 counties. Most reports were of a few 
dozen birds. Calloway, Livingston, and 
Marshall had a few reports in the 100-150 
range. 


Great Egret — Reported from 3 counties. | 
at Debord Pond, Wayne, 6 December (wr 
RD). 1 at Anchorage Trail, Jefferson, 7 
December - 7 January (ph PB, JB, m.ob.). 
1 at Taylorsville Lake, Anderson, 10 and 
26 December (ph JSo). An unidentified 
egret was in Jodd, 23 January (JoH). 


Green Heron — | at Lake Reba, Madison, 
12 January (wr ErL), making three 
consecutive winters with a Green Heron 
report. Before the recent three years, 
the only other deep-winter report was in 
1981. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — A_ few 
lingered into mid-December in Jefferson 
and Marshall. The only other reports were 
2 in Jefferson, 7 January (AmK, NhK) and 
after a gap of six weeks, 3 at KY Dam, 
Marshall, 19 February (ph PS). 


Osprey — Unusual in winter. 1 at the 
Lexington reservoirs, 1 January (CKAS/ 
ASK, ph TnB, DL, NBr, MBz). 1 at 
Taylorsville Lake, Nelson, reported 20 
February (WsP). 1 at KY Dam, Livingston, 
26 February (ph MCu). 


Bald Eagle — Reported from 55 counties. 51 
at Long Point, 25 December (BY, MY) 
was the highest count of the season and 
likely represents a record peak count. 


Northern Harrier — Reported from 42 
counties. 33 at Miles Hill, Hopkins, 
perhaps concentrated by flood waters, 24 
February (BvC) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Pacific Loon — Clinton, 13 December 2017 
Lyle Bontrager 
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Rough-legged Hawk, dark morph — Oldham, 
13 January 2018 
Jamie Baker 


Rough-legged Hawk — Last winter had only 


1 report; this winter was much more active, 
with some areas having overwintering 
birds seen by large numbers of birders. 
At least a dozen individual birds reported 
from 8 counties. All reports summarized; 
listed by date of first report at the location. 
First reported 30 November (RD), 1 light 
morph spent the winter w of Dabney along 
Hwy. 635, Pulaski, through 18 February 
(wr RD, m.ob.). 1 at Frostburg Road, 
Hopkins, 11 December (wr CBz) and likely 
the same bird near there 21 December (wr 
ph RbR). 1 adult dark morph at Smokey 
Road, Ballard, 18 December (wr ph 
CBz, BPB). 1 light morph at Cincinnati/ 
Northern KY Airport, Boone, 21-25 
December (wr WH, m.ob.); 2 light morph 
birds there 24-26 January, then | there 28 
January - 10 February (wr DRu, JRu, ph 
BWu, ph m.ob.). 1 mottled dark morph 
or intergrade at Woodland Road, Meade, 
28 December (wr BPB, ph CBz, TmT). 1 
dark morph at Bennett Lane, Oldham 9-20 


Rough-legged Hawk, light morph — Oldham, 
14 January 2018 
Ben Yandell 
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January (wr ph RD, SDn, ph m.ob.) was 
joined by a light morph reported 14-15 
January (ph BY, ph JW, ph m.ob.) and a 
third individual, a different light morph, 
20-21 January (vd TrN, RC, ph JW, ph 
BD). 1 light morph along I-65, Warren 
15 January (wr MY). 1 light morph at in 
Louisville 19 January (wr JW). 


Golden Eagle — [See the article at the 


start of this issue.] All reports included. 
1 immature in LBL, Lyon, 15 December 
(ph MCu). 1 in Cumberland, 20 Decem- 
ber (LyB). 1 adult at Reformatory Lake, 
Oldham, 31 December (BWu). 1 immature 
at Meadow Creek WMA, Wayne, 3 
January (ph LyB). 1 adult and 1 immature 
at Bernheim, Ne/son/Bullitt, 7 January 
(ph JSo) and 26 January (wr TB, CBe). 
1 immature at Long Point, 20-30 January 
(ph BY, ph MG, ph MT). 


Barn Owl — Reported from 10 counties: 


Ballard, Calloway, Christian, Hopkins, 
Logan, Muhlenberg, Ohio, Taylor, Todd, 
and Wayne. 


SNOWY OWL -— After no reports last 


winter, Kentucky had a very active season 
this year. All reports included, but as a 
rough summary only. A more accurate 
accounting will have to come later. 
1 photographed at a church in downtown 
Louisville was perhaps present 7-19 or 
20 December. This bird or another was 
found injured near downtown Louisville 
and taken for rehabilitation 19 December. 
1 at Kentucky Speedway Blvd, Gallatin, 
13. December (ph BPB, m.ob.). 1 at 
Cincinnati/Northern KY International 
Airport, Boone, 24 December - 2 January 
(WH, BPB, ph JC, ph CBz, ph JnS, JrS) 
and 20 January - 8 February (wr DHo, 
DRu, JRu, WH, ph m.ob.). 1 at Wilmore, 
Jessamine, 31 December - 2 January (ph 
KyB, ph m.ob.); this bird was severely 
underweight and later died. KBRC review 
required. Late addition to the Fall 2017 
seasonal report: Snowy Owl near Waverly, 
Union, 30 November 2017 (ph BbN). 


Short-eared Owl — Active season for this 


species. Reports from 18 counties. 10 at 
Horntown Road, Grayson, 8 December 
(JnS, JrS) was the highest count of the 
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season. Up to 6 at the Talon Winery in 
Lexington, 26 December - 18 February 
(DSv, ph m.ob.). 


Merlin — Reported from 11 counties. 


ASH-THROATED FLYCATCHER - First 
Kentucky record. 1 at Dale Hollow Lake, 
Cumberland, 8-10 December (ph JSo), ph 
m.ob.). KBRC review required. 


Sedge Wren — Bullitt, 23 December 2017 
Clay Bliznick 


Flycatcher species — 1 at the Sloughs 
8 December (RLe). 


Loggerhead Shrike — Reported from 17 
counties. All reports of single birds, except 
for 2 interacting at Perryville Battlefield 
State Historical Site, Boyle, 20 January 
(KyB, SyP). 


Blue-headed Vireo — | at Rockcastle River 
WMA, Pulaski, 1 December (RD). 1 in 
Laurel 18 December (RD). 


Fish Crow — Two locations. 2 at Clarks 
River NWR, Marshall, 8 February (au 
HC); 1 near there 24 February (JP). 2 pairs 
at Woodlands Nature Station, LBL, Trigg, 
20 February (JPo). 


Horned Lark — Reported from 35 counties. 
750 in Todd 22 December (RbS) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Tree Swallow — Earliest reports of the season 
were 13 February, with 1 at Hundred 
Acre Pond, Hart (SK, JnK) and 3 at the 
Sinclair Unit (ME, HC, RD). 50 reported 
at the Sinclair Unit on 18 February (TG, 
SG, m.ob.). By the end of the month, 
had also been reported in Madison, Todd, 
Rockcastle, Allen, and Shelby. 
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Red-breasted Nuthatch — Reported from 
13 counties. 


House Wren — Reports of 1-2 birds continued 
into early January; 10 counties: Fulton, 
Hardin, Laurel, Ohio, Oldham, Pulaski, 
Russell, Shelby, Warren, and Wayne. 


Winter Wren — An impressive tally of 20 
mostly at and adjacent to Long Point 16 
December (BPB) was the peak count. 


Sedge Wren — Two reports. 1 on the Elkton 
CBC, Todd, 22 December (ATy). 1 
along Mount Carmel Church Road, near 
Bernheim Forest 23 December (CBz). 


Marsh Wren — | at Pleasant Ridge Marsh, 
Wayne, 23 December 23 (RB). 


Gray Catbird — 3 reports from 3 counties. 
1 at Freeman Lake, Hardin, 24 December 
(JnS, JrS). 1 at Severn Creek, Owen, 30 
December (MA). 1 at Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 25 January (EH). 


American Pipit — Reported from 15 
counties. Peak counts were 147 (Logan) 
and 125 (Todd) reported on the Elkton 
CBC, 22 December (RbS). 80-90 were in 
Warren 21-29 December (AH). 


Loggerhead Shrike — Todd, 28 January 2018 
Sharon Arnold 


Purple Finch — Reported from 30 counties. 


RED CROSSBILL — 2 reports. 14 in Ohio 
31 December (ph au BPB); Type 2 calls. 
3 at the Elk and Bison Prairie, LBL, 
Trigg, 12 February (ph MzB, SrM, m.ob.). 
KBRC review required. 


Pine Siskin — Widely reported this season, 
continuing and expanding the apparent 
irruption that began in October. Reported 
from 30 counties. The highest counts of 
the season were in Lexington, Fayette, 
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Pine Siskin — Fayette, 17 December 2017 
Justin Yandell 


with consistent counts of 40+ beginning 
28 December and continuing through the 
season (JY) and 40 at Wood Creek Lake, 
Laurel, 17 February, with consistent counts 
of 20-30 birds beginning 27 December 
and continuing through the season (AK). 
Laurel also had 15 in se London, 27 
December (WeA). In addition to Fayette 
and Laurel, four other counties had 15 
or more birds in a single report: 25+ on 
the Barren CBC, 1 January (LCr), 18 in 
Bernheim, Bullitt, 4 February (LMc), 25 
in Hart 30 December and 13 January 
(SK, JnK), and 36 in Marshall 9 February 
(MiC). 


Lapland Longspur — Reported from 15 
counties. 3000 at State Route 2134, 
Fulton, 25 January (MG) was the highest 
count of the season and the second highest 
count on record. 


American Tree Sparrow — Reported from 
32 counties. 


Vesper Sparrow — | location. Up to 4 in 
Logan 19-26 December and 2-6 January 
(FL). 


LeConte’s Sparrow — All reports included. 
1 at Long Point 16 December (BPB). 2 at 
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West KY WMA McCracken, 18 December 
(wr BPB, CBz) and 1 on 30 December 
(KIM). 1 at the Peabody WMA Ken Unit, 
Ohio, 31 December (BPB). 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — Reports from 
3 counties. 1 at KY Dam 19 December 
(DSi). 1 at West KY WMA, McCracken, 
30 December (TdW, KIM). 1 at Peabody 
WMA, Ohio, 31 December (CH1). 


HARRIS’S SPARROW - | in Graves 20 and 
28 January (MrC). KBRC review required. 


Dark-eyed Junco — 1 “Oregon” type at 
Goshen, Oldham, 18 December (ph BD). 
The adult male “Oregon” at Douglass 
Hills, Jefferson, continued through the 
season (BY, MY). 


Yellow-headed Blackbird — Muhlenberg, 
17 January 2018 
Steve Graham 


YELLOW-HEADED BLACKBIRD —- 1 
in Central City, Muhlenberg, 17 January 
(TG, ph SG). KBRC review required. 


Western Meadowlark — Three reports. 1 
heard at Frogue Pond, 7odd, 6 January 
(wr ATy). 2 at State Route 125, Hickman, 
Fulton, 24 January (wr MG). 1 at Lower 
Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 4 February 
(au CBz). 


Rusty Blackbird — 108 reports from 33 
counties. 415 (385 in one flock) on the 
Elkton CBC, Northeast Russellville, 
Logan, 22 December (RbS) was the 
highest count of the season. 
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Rusty Blackbird, female — Letcher, 13 January 2018 
Jennifer Honeycutt 


Brewer’s Blackbird — Reports from 3 
counties. 21 at Frostburg Rd., Hopkins 
13. December (CBz). 2 at Woodland 
Road, Meade, 28 December (BPB, TmT, 
CBz). 10 in flooded fields in McLean, 27 
February (CBz). 


Black-and-white Warbler — Campbell, 
4 December 2017 
Bill Lisowsky 


Black-and-white Warbler — Perhaps only 
the third winter record for this species, | at 
Alexandria Community Park, Campbell, 4 
December (ph BL). 


Orange-crowned Warbler — _ Reported 
from 6 counties, mostly in February. 1 
continuing bird at Surrey Hills Farm 
5 December (wr BPB). 2 in Paducah, 
McCracken, 7 December (ph TaS). 1 at 
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Bernheim Forest = Bernheim Arboretum & Research Forest, Bullitt 


CBC = Christmas Bird Count 


Crappie Hollow, Blood River, LBL, Calloway 


KY Dam = Kentucky Lake Dam, LBL, Livingston/ Marshall 


LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


Lexington, Fayette 


Long Point = KY portion of the Long Point Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton 


Louisville, Jefferson 
McElroy Lake, s. Warren 


Sinclair Unit = Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg 
Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson 

SP/ SRP = State Park / State Resort Park 
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Jamie Baker (JBa) Whitney Buechler (WBu) Roseanna Denton (RD) 
Colleen Becker (CBe) Michael Callan (MiC) Steve Denton (SDn) 
Tom Becker (TB) Joe Caminiti (JC) Tom Durbin (TD) 

Jane Bell (JB) Kathy Caminiti (KaC) Melissa Easley (ME) 
Pat Bell (PB) Beverly Carrico (BvC) Susan Eizenga (SsE) 
Carol Besse (CB) Debbie Chadwick (DbC) Steve Graham (SG) 
Marsha Bezold (MBz) Robert Chadwick (RbC) Teresa Graham (TG) 
Kyle Bixler (KyB) Hap Chambers (HC) Mark Greene (MG) 
Mike Blevins (MkB) Chris Clingman (CCg) Whitney Gregge (WtG) 
Clay Bliznick (CBz) Suzanne Clingman (SCg) Joseph Hall (JoH) 
Karen Bonsell (KB) Marta Coleman (MrC) Erin Harper (EHa) 
Edwin Bontrager (EwB) Larry Conley (LrC) Doug Hennig (DH) 
Lyle Bontrager (LyB) Linda Craiger (LCr) Chris Hill (CHi) 
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Karen Hogan (KHo) Andrew Melnykovych (AM) Jerry Snyder (JrS) 
Eric Hope (EH) Don Morse (DMr) Jeff Sole (JSo) 
David Houser (DHo) Sarah Moy (SrM) Pam Spaulding (PS) 
William Hull (WH) Bobby Nall (BbN) Tommy Stephens (ToS) 
Aaron Hulsey (AH) Teresa Noel (TrN) Matt Stickel (MS) 
Sonya Jackson (SnJ) Ronan O’Carra (ROC) Ruben Stoll (RbS) 
Albert Kayser (AK) Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.(BPB) Donna Stricklin (DoS) 
Amy Kearns (AmK) Sydney Penner (SyP) Del Striegel (DS) 
Noah Kearns (NhK) John Pollpeter (JPo) David Svetich (DSv) 
Janet Kistler (JnK) Josh Powell (JP) Michael Todd (MT) 
Steve Kistler (SK) Wes Prebek (WsP) Tim Towles (TmT) 
David Lang (DL) Dick Preston (DP) Alan Troyer (ATy) 
David Ledford (DLd) Tommy Quarles (TQ) Ashtyn Ward (AsW) 
Richard Lee (RLe) Daniel Redwine (DnR) James Wheat (JW) 
Erik Liddell (ErL) David Roemer (DR) Barbara Woerner (BWo) 
Bill Lisowsky (BL) Robert Rold (RbR) Ted Wolff (TdW) 
Frank Lyne (FL) Jeffery Rose (JR) Brian Wulker (BWu) 
Don Martin (DM) David Russell (DRu) Gale Wulker (GWu) 
Richard Mayfield (RcM) Jill Russell (JRu) Ben Yandell (BY) 
Kelly McKay (KIM) Damien Simbeck (DS1) Justin Yandell (JY) 
Lindsey McMahon (LMc) Tammie Smith (TaS) Mary Yandell (MY) 
Lee McNeely (LM) Jennifer Snyder (JnS) 

NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award 


The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor 
the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her 
husband Wendell made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund. html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, 
or in writing. Scholarship applications are due by May | each year, however grants will be 
subject to ABA camp’s space availability. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 

The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 


scott.marsh@twe.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 

The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http:// 
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 
kate. slankard ZOV. 
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1. Harris’s Sparrow — Graves, 20 January 2018, Marta Coleman; 2. King Eider, female — Bracken, 3 December 
2017, Rodney Crice; 3. Golden Eagle — Lyon, 15 December 2017, Melodie Cunningham; 4. Little Gull — Barren, 
20 February 2018, Jamie Baker; 5. Snowy Owl — Gallatin, 13 December 2017, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.; 
6. Red Crossbill — Ohio, 31 December 2017, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.; 7. Tundra Swan — Muhlenberg, 7 January 2018, 
Steve Graham 
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THE COVER 


We thank Graham Gerdeman for his photograph of the Snowy Owl (Bubo scandiaca) taken in 
Taylor County, March 2018. See this issue’s Field Notes article on the Snowy Owl Invasion, 
page 92. 
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The Spring Season, March 2018 - May 2018 
Ben Yandell 


The overall average temperature for the season was near the historical average (warmer by 
0.5 degrees Fahrenheit; 0.3 degrees Celsius). March and especially April were both cooler 
than average, March by 2.2 degrees Fahrenheit (1.2 degrees Celsius) and April by 5.0 degrees 
Fahrenheit (2.8 degrees Celsius). May reversed the pattern and was warmer than average 
by 8.4 degrees Fahrenheit (4.7 degrees Celsius). It was the warmest May ever recorded for 
Bowling Green, Frankfort, Lexington, and Louisville. Precipitation totals for the season were 
slightly (15%) above average. Early March still had high water levels from February’s floods. 
The main precipitation story for the season was heavier than average snowfall in March, 
especially in the central part of the state. Lexington and Louisville had their 6th snowiest 
March on record. (Based on National Weather Service monthly averages in Louisville, 
Lexington, Bowling Green, Paducah, and Jackson compared to 1981-2010 averages and all- 
time records.) 


Review species reported for the season were BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK, 
MOTTLED DUCK, WHITE-WINGED DOVE, YELLOW RAIL, PACIFIC LOON, 
GLOSSY IBIS, WHITE-FACED IBIS, SNOWY OWL, RED CROSSBILL, and HARRIS’S 
SPARROW. 


Other noteworthy reports include Surf and White-winged Scoters, Long-tailed Duck, two 
separate occurrences of breeding Common Mergansers, Eared Grebe, Common Gallinule, 
American Avocet, Upland Sandpiper, Marbled Godwit, Red-necked Phalarope, Glaucous 
Gull, Red-throated Loon, and continuing widespread reports of Pine Siskin. Despite having 
reports of Rough-legged Hawks through mid-February, the species was not reported March- 
May. The graph on page 95 gives an overview of some of the season’s trends. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply that 
these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and, whenever possible, 
photographic documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). 
Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported 
periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. The most recent KBRC decisions were reported in the 
November 2017 issue (Yandell 2017). 


Details of many of the following reports were posted at the time on birdky and are available 
at eBird.org. March-May eBird reports covered 112 of Kentucky’s 120 counties, totaled 
274 species, 800 reporting observers, about 10,600 reports, 163,200 lines of data, 3,700 
unduplicated attached photographs or audio files, and 645,000 individual birds reported 
(eliminating duplicate counts by groups and entries with an “x” instead of a number). 
Entering your observations in eBird increases their value for later research and gives the 
best assurance that your fieldwork shows up here. Other methods do not have data quality 
checks and require others to do the data entry. 


Note about identification of observers: eBird recently changed its policy on the availability 
of birder names. Due to that change and to multiple individuals (for example, couples) using 
the same eBird account, the following summary may misidentify observers and roles. 


The following highlights summarize locations, dates, and observer initials. Documentation 
method may be noted as follows: wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = video 
recording, and au = audio recording. Species order is based on AOS 2018. Comments about 
previous Kentucky bird records rely on the Annotated Checklist and updates (Palmer-Ball 
2018). 
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BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING- 
DUCK — KBRC review required. Two 
locations. 2 at Sportsman Lake se. of 
Hodgenville, Larue, 11, 13 May (ph 
RMd, wr JnS, JrS). 6 at Morgan Pond, 
Christian, 19 May (ph ShA, JoH, ph 
TrN, CBz) and 30-31 May (wr HC, 
JoH, ShA). Except for 2014, this spe- 
cies has been reported annually since 
the first confirmed reports in 2010. 


Snow Goose — Reported from 9 coun- 
ties. A few lingered through early April 
(m.ob.). 


Ross’s Goose — Reported from 8 counties; 
all reports included. 1 at Spindletop, 2 
March (ROC). Warren had singles at 
various locations, including 5 at Chaney 
Lake, 3 March (TG, SG); 1 at McElroy 
Lake, 22-23 March (CBz, TG, SG); 1 
that continued from February and spent 
a few weeks at Basil Griffin Park, re- 
ported 9 March (JeJ), 20, 29 April (TQ, 
m.ob.), and 12 May (RB), a very late 
occurrence and the last reported for the 
season. 2 at Madisonville, Hopkins, 7 
March (DL, JSo). The highest count of 
the season was 6 at Stone Place Stables, 
Jefferson, 9-10 March (JBa, JW, BWo, 
m.ob.). 1 in Pulaski, 11 March (Lrk, 
RD). 2 at the Game Farm, Franklin, 
23 March (RbC). 2 at Johnson School 
Road, Ohio, 28 March (CBz). 3 at 
Jones Sinkhole Ponds, Hart, 11 April 
(JSo). A possible Snow x Ross’s Goose 
hybrid (domestic?) was with Canada 
Geese in Calvert City, Marshall, 15, 20 
May (ph TaS). 


Greater White-fronted Goose — Report- 
ed from 5 counties. All reports includ- 
ed. 20 at Morgan Pond, Christian, 4 
March (JoH). 6 at a residential pond in 
Warren, 5 March (JeJ). 1in Hopkins, 16 
March (BvC). Fulton had 55 at Mid- 
way Church Road, 30 March (BPB, 
CBz, JW) with 9 there and at nearby 
Open Pond 31 March (BPB, CBz, JW, 
HC, ME, JP). 1 was very late at Ellis 
Park Racetrack, Henderson, 19 May 
(ph BPB). 


Mute Swan — Reported from 10 counties. 
Last of the season was 1 very late or 
domestic bird in Christian, 19 May 


(JoH, ShA). 


Tundra Swan — Three locations. 3 (likely 
2 adults and an immature) w. of Pond 
River, Hopkins, 5, 11 March (wr ph 
BPB, MSs, ph BvC). 1 at Chaney Lake, 
Warren, 31 March - 1 April (TG, SG, 
wr CBz). 1 along State Highway 69 
w. of Hartford, Ohio, 4-5, 9, 16 April 
(wr ph CBz) the last being a very late 
spring date for the species. 


[Unless otherwise noted, at least a few in- 
dividuals of the following duck species 
were reported through the last week of 
May. ] 


Blue-winged Teal — Reported from 53 
counties. 1500 at Morgan Pond, Chris- 
tian, 3 April (JoH) was the highest 
count of the season. 


Northern Shoveler — Reported from 36 
counties. The highest counts for the 
season were 750 at Morgan Pond 3 
April (JoH) and 700 at the Sloughs 26 
March (CC). 


Gadwall — Reported from 29 counties. 
500 at McElroy Lake 3 March (JSo) 
was the highest count reported for the 
season. The male Gadwall x Mallard 
hybrid in Pulaski was last reported 30 
March (ph RD). 


American Wigeon — Reported from 19 
counties. 2 at McElroy Lake, 6 May 
(JnK) were the last reported for the 
season. 300 at Open Pond, 22 March 
(HC, JP) was the highest count of the 
season. 


American Black Duck — Reported from 
10 counties. 2 at Jacobson Park, Fay- 
ette, 9/11 April (ROC, RbC) were the 
last reported for the season. 


MOTTLED DUCK —- KBRC review 
required. The seventh record for the 
state. 1 at McElroy Lake, 30 March - 7 
April (DR, ph RbS, VcS, RB, ph RD, 
ph m.ob.) 

Northern Pintail — Reported from 12 
counties. 1 was present at McElroy 
Lake, 26 May (BPB, JW). 350 along 
Sutton Road, Fulton, 6 March (MG) 
was the highest count of the season. 
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Green-winged Teal — Reported from 26 
counties. 1 stayed very late at Jacob- 
son Park, Fayette, last reported for the 
season 28/31 May (wr ph ROC). 2100 
at Midway Church Road, 31 March 
(BPB, CBz, JW) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Canvasback — Reported from 8 counties. 
1 at Morgan Pond was very late; last 
reported 30-31 May (HC, ph JoH, ph 
ShA). 600 in a flooded area along 254 
w. of Pond River, Hopkins, 5 March 
(BPB, MSs) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Redhead — Reported from 19 counties. 2 
in Christian, 21 May (BPB, JBa) and 
23 May (ShA) were the last reported 
for the season. 1600 in a flooded area 
along 254 w. of Pond River, Hopkins, 
5 March (BPB, MSs) was the highest 
count of the season and was the second 
highest spring count for the species in 
Kentucky. 


Ring-necked Duck — Reported from 39 
counties. | at Blue Grass Army De- 
pot, Madison, 18 May (C&TM) and 1 
at McElroy Lake 20 May (BPB, CBz, 
JW, m.ob.) were the last reported for 
the season. 1400 along 254 w. of Pond 
River, Hopkins, 9 March (BPB, BWu, 
CBz, TG, SG) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Greater Scaup — Reported from 15 coun- 
ties. 2-3 at Morgan Pond 9-10 April 
(JoH) and 1 at Jones Sinkhole Ponds, 
Hart, 11 April (JSo) were the last re- 
ported for the season. 19 at Morgan 
Pond 28 March (JoH) was the highest 


count of the season. 


Lesser Scaup — Reported from 39 coun- 
ties. 1700 at Green Turtle Bay, Livings- 
ton, 3 March (BPB, JBa, MSs) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Surf Scoter — Two locations. 3 (2 were 
males) in Menifee/Rowan, 10 March 
(ph DSv, LsC). 2 at Green Turtle Bay, 
Livingston, 17 March (wr CBz, DSv, 
Hs); 


White-winged Scoter— Three locations. | 
female at KY Dam, 2 March (ph TaS), 
17-18 March (wr CBz, LsC, DSv, ph 
TaS), 30 March (wr JW), and 21 April 
(ph SZh, MZh). 1 on the Ohio River 
in Louisville, 3-4/15 March (wr BWo, 
EH, MSs). 3 at Reformatory Lake, 
Oldham, 15 April (wr ph BD). 


Long-tailed Duck — Two locations. 1 at 
KY Lake n. of Sledd Creek, Marshall, 
3 March (wr JBa, MSs, BPB). 1 at Bar- 
ren River Lake, Allen, 30-31 March 
(ph VcS, RbS, JBe). 


Bufflehead — Reported from 37 counties. 
Last reports were of 12 at McElroy 
Lake, 25-27 April (CBz, DR, TD), 1 
there 28 April (m.ob.), and an un- 
specified number in LBL 5 May (BPB, 
MM). 

Common Goldeneye — Reported from 15 
counties. | possibly injured male con- 
tinuing at KY Dam, 30 May (ph BY, 
CBz, JBa) was very late. 


Hooded Merganser — Reported from 33 
counties. 


Common Merganser — Reported from 
4 counties, including two reports of 


Mottled Duck and Blue-winged Teal, Warren, 31 March 2018, Sharon Arnold 
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downy young in e. Kentucky. All re- 
ports included. 1 at Lexington Reser- 
voir #2 & 3, Fayette, 4 April (wr DL). 
2 female types at Breaks Interstate 
Park, Pike, 14 April (wr RD). An adult 
female and 8 ducklings on the Rock- 
castle River, Jackson, 20-21 April (ph 
DP1) and an adult female alone there 14 
May (ph DPi). 1 on the Licking River 
branch of Cave Run Lake, Menifee, 12 
May (ph DnJ). An Eastern Kentucky 
University Research Experience for 
Undergraduates fieldtrip found an adult 
female and 7 ducklings along CR-1203 
on East Fork of Indian Creek, Menifee, 
25 May (ph KvF, m.ob.). “Hole/ cav- 
ity nester; generally uses trees, either 
live or dead (most tree species may be 
used); cavities include holes formed 
by Pileated Woodpeckers (Dryocopus 
pileatus) or by broken tree limbs, and 
hollow tops of standing trees (Foreman 
1976a).” (See Pearce, Mallory, and 
Metz 2015.) 


Red-breasted Merganser — Reported 
from 21 counties. 140 at Lake Peewee, 
Hopkins, | April (DoS, BvC) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Ruddy Duck — Reported from 24 coun- 
ties. 1 at McElroy Lake, 19-20 May 
(RcS, TD, DR, m.ob.) was the last re- 
ported. 176 at Bobcat Point, 

LBL, Lyon, 30 March (HC, ME) was 
the highest count of the season. 


Pied-billed Grebe — Reported from 58 
counties. 


Horned Grebe — Reported from 30 coun- 
ties. 3-4 at McElroy Lake, 26 and 28 
April (CBz, DR, m.ob.) were the lat- 
est reported. 45 at KY Dam, 2 March 
(ph TaS) was the highest count of the 
season. 


Eared Grebe — | at Wolf Creek Dam, 
Russell, 16-29 March (wr RD, RB), 
with 2-3 reported there 20-21 March 
(ph LyB). 1 reported as continuing 
there 11 April (RD). 

WHITE-WINGED DOVE — KBRC te- 
view required. 1 in a backyard along 
254 w. of Pond River, Hopkins, 21 
May (wr ph BvC). 1 at a feeder in 


Cadiz, Trigg, 24-25 May (JHn via wr 
MG). Kentucky has had about 20 oc- 
currences of this species. 


Yellow-billed Cuckoo — Reported from 
59 counties. Earliest reports were of 
single birds at Barren River WMA, A/- 
len, 29 April (CBz); at Raven Run Park, 
Fayette, 30 April (ROC); at Lexington 
Cemetery, Fayette, 1 May (SyP); and 
at McConnell Springs Park in Lexing- 
ton, 2 May (LrT). 


Black-billed Cuckoo — Reported from 
13 counties. First reported in Fayette 
(multiple sites), Larue, and Madison, 5 
May (m.ob.). Last report of the season 
was | at Black Mountain Ridge Road, 
Harlan, 27-28 May (wr ph JW). 


Black-billed Cuckoo, Madison, 5 May 2018 
John Abrams 


Common Nighthawk — Reported from 26 
counties. Earliest reports were 1 May 
of singles at Douglass Hills, Jeffer- 
son (MY), at Berea College Campus, 
Madison (RBa, RFs), and in Lexington 
(DSv). 


Chuck-will’s-widow — Reported from 
20 counties. 1 in LBL, Trigg, 21 April 
(WtG) was the earliest reported. 


Eastern Whip-poor-will — Reported from 
22 counties. 3 at Liberty, Casey, 10 
April (DaP) were the earliest reported. 
A remarkable total of 30 calling along 
LBL Forest Service Road 113, Lyon, 8 
May (BY, MY) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Chimney Swift — Reported from 70 coun- 
ties. 2 at Swallow Spring Pond, Chris- 
tian, 26 March (ShA, JoH) were the 
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first reported. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird — Re- 
ported from 66 counties. The earliest 
reports were of 2 at a feeder at Barren 
River Lake, Barren, 3 April (ph BB), 1 
in Murray, Calloway, 4 April (HC), and 
1 near Calvert City, Marshall, 5 April 
(ph TaS). 


YELLOW RAIL — KBRC review re- 
quired. Fifteenth documented in the 
state; one of only four in spring, | at 
Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 10-11 
April (BPB, wr ph m.ob.). 


Ui 
isc. a 


ellow Rail, Teen fall April 2018 
Nancy Braun 


Virginia Rail — Reported from 4 coun- 
ties. All reports included. 2 at Beckley 
Creek Park, Jefferson, 10-12 April (PB 
JB, wr ph m.ob.), with 5-6 there 13 
April, 3-4 there 14-20 April, and 1-2 
there 21-28 April. 3 at the Sloughs 15 
April (BBC, BPB, m.ob.), with 1 there 
20 April (CBz). 1 at Chaney Lake, 
Warren, 28 April (KOS, BPB, m.ob.). 
1 at the Sinclair Unit 19 May (wr TG, 
SG). 


Sora — Reported from 10 counties. All re- 
ports included. 1 at Blue Grass Army 
Depot, Madison, 9 April (C&TM). 1 
n. of Glendale, Hardin, 11 April - 18 
May, with 3 reported 15 April (JnS, 
JrS). Up to 4 at Beckley Creek Park, 
Jefferson, 12 April - 3 May (PB, JB, 
PS, wr ph m.ob.). 20 at the Sloughs 
on 15 April (BBC, BPB, m.ob.) was 
the highest count of the season; up to 
8 continued to be reported in the area 
through 2 May (ph CC, ph JM, m.ob.). 
1 at Melco 15 April and 5 May (MA, 
MiC). 1 at the Muhlenberg County Rail 


Trail, Muhlenberg, 17 April (TG). 1 at 
Spindletop, 21-22 April and 3, 5 May 
(DSv, LsC, DL). 1-2 at Long Point, 21, 
26 April (JoP, JP, HC). 4 at the Sinclair 
Unit 23 April (BPB, CBz). 2 at Chaney 
Lake, Warren, 28 April (BPB, KOS). 
10 at Camp #11 Mine, Union, 3 May 
(BPB, CBz). 2-4 at Morgan Pond and 
vicinity 5, 11-12, 19-25 May, and 1 very 
late on 31 May (ShA, JoH, m.ob.). 


Common Gallinule — Two locations. 1 
ne. of Rineyville, Hardin, 21-22, 27 
April and 5 May (KLe, BPB, CBz, ph 
RMd, ph JnS, JrS, m.ob.). 1 at Blue 
Grass Army Depot, Madison, 30 April 
(ph C&TM). 


American Coot — Reported from 45 coun- 
ties. 4500 at McElroy Lake 31 March 
(ShA, JoH) was the highest count re- 
ported for the season. 


Sandhill Crane — Reported from 8 coun- 
ties; usually single birds: Allen, Fay- 
ette, Hardin, Jefferson, Larue, Marion, 
Shelby, and Warren. 40 in Glasgow, 
Barren, 2 March (LCr), and 30 in 
Scottsville, A//en, 3 March (RcS) were 
the peak counts for the season. 1 fly- 
over at McElroy Lake 8 May (TD) was 
the last reported. 


Whooping Crane — Reported from three 
counties. All reports included. 5 in 
Hopkins, 7-10 March (ph DL, ph JSo, 
m.ob.); 2 in the area 17 March (ph CC, 
CBz). 2 e. of Mud Creek, Fulton, 21-23 
March (MtP, wr ph MG). 2 in Chris- 
tian, 8 April (CyR, SvR, ph ShA, ph 
JoH). Note. This highly endangered 
Species is not currently “countable” 
in Kentucky, because it is not con- 
sidered as being from an established 
population. “Zhe only remaining self- 
sustaining wild population nests in or 
near Wood Buffalo National Park in 
the Northwest Territories and adjacent 
areas of northeastern Alberta, Canada, 
and winters on the Texas coast of the 
Gulf of Mexico. (Urbanek and Lewis 
PAY oy ee 


Black-necked Stilt — Reported from 
Christian, Fulton, Henderson, and 
Warren. | at Open Pond, 22 March (ph 


nal 
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HC, JP) was the earliest reported and 
the second earliest on record. 28 along 
Sutton Road and 20 at Midway Church 
Road, Fulton, 4 May (BPB, CBz) were 
the highest counts of the season. 


American Avocet — Two locations. 17 at 
Freeman Lake, Hardin, 22 April (wr 
CBz, ph JnS, JrS, m.ob.). 1 two miles 
n. of Wilmore, Jessamine, arrived rela- 
tively late for the species and stayed 
long enough to provide views and pho- 
tographic opportunities for many bird- 
ers, 10-13 May (wr ph SyP, m.ob.) 


Black-bellied Plover — Reported from 
6 counties. | near Cecilia, Hardin, 22 
April (BPB, ph CBz) was the earliest 
reported. Reports continued through 
the end of the season. 5 were still pres- 
ent at McElroy Lake on 30 May (RD, 
LyB). 39 along Sutton Road, Fulton, 
16 May (ph MG) was the highest count 
reported. 


Black-bellied Plover, Simpson, 10 May 2018 
Roseanna Denton 


American Golden-Plover — Reported 
from 9 counties. The earliest report 
was of 20 at McElroy Lake 20 March 
(TD); 4 there on 4 May (RcS, TD) 
were the last reported for the season. 
An estimated 1200 at Sycamore Road, 
Fulton,10 April (ph BY) was the high- 
est count of the season and is one of 
the highest recorded counts for the spe- 
cles. 


Semipalmated Plover — Reported from 17 
counties. 3 at McElroy Lake, 13 April (JSo, 
ph CBz) and 1 at Melco 14 April (JW, ph 
PS, m.ob.) were the earliest reported. 500 
at McElroy Lake, 15 May (CBz) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Upland Sandpiper — The only report was 
of one heard in 7odd 18 April (JoH). 


Marbled Godwit — Two locations. 3 at 
Freeman Lake, Hardin, 14 April (wr 
ph JnS, JrS). 3 with a flock of 151 Wil- 
lets at KY Dam Marina, Marshall, 30 
April (ph JrT). 


Ruddy Turnstone — Three locations. 1 at 
Parsons Pond, Logan, 13, 16, 18 May 
(ph FL, vd CBz). 1 at McElroy Lake, 
18-19, 21 May (RB, CBz, TG, BPB, 
MM, ph JBa, m.ob.); 7 were present 
on 19 May (ph RcS, TD, DR). 2 at 
Horseshoe Road, Henderson, 20 May 
(ph CC). 


Stilt Sandpiper — Reported from Hen- 
derson, Pulaski, Simpson, and War- 
ren. 2 at Ferguson Road, Simpson, 21 
April (ph CBz) and 1 at the Sloughs 22 
April (BPB, CBz) were the earliest re- 
ported. McElroy Lake had the season’s 
highest counts with 7 on 18 May (TG, 
SG, MM, BPB, RB) and 8 on 23 May 
(BPB, CBz). 


Dunlin — Reported from 10 counties. 
Singles in Ohio, 27 March (ph CBz) 
and Todd, 30 March (wr ph ShA, JoH) 
were the earliest reported. The highest 
counts were 200 at the Sloughs WMA 
Shorebird Unit, 4 May (ph CC), 250- 
300 tallied in the Lower Hickman Bot- 
toms, 4 May (BPB, CBz), and 194 at 
Open Pond, 18 May (HC, ME). 2 at 
McElroy Lake on 26 May (BPB, JW) 
were the last reported. 


Least Sandpiper — Reported from 26 
counties. 450 at McElroy Lake, 12 May 
(RB) was the highest count of the sea- 
son. A few reports continued into the 
last week of May (m.ob.). 


White-rumped Sandpiper — Reported 
from 11 counties. Singles at Lower 
Hickman Bottoms, Fulton, 4 May 
(BPB, CBz) and at Loveless Road, Pu- 
laski, 4 May (ph RD) were the first re- 
ported. Peak count was 150 at McElroy 
Lake, 21 May (JBa, BPB, TD), with 
50-100 still present 29-30 May (BPB, 
TD, RD, LyB). 
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Pectoral Sandpiper — Reported from 17 
counties. 2 at McElroy Lake, 9 March 
(BPB, BWu, CBz, TG, SG) and 1 at 
Ferguson Road, Simpson, 10 March 
(RD) were the earliest reported. 800 
at the Sloughs, 20 April (CBz) was the 
high count for the season. Scattered 
reports of under 10 birds continued 
through1 8-21 May (m.ob.). 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — Reported 
from 15 counties. 1 at Frogue Pond, 
Todd, 16 April (ph ShA) was the ear- 
liest reported. McElroy Lake had the 
highest counts with two very high 
counts: an estimated 1200 there 21 
May (JBa, BPB, TD) and 1400 on 26 
May (RB). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — Reported from 
5 counties: Fayette, Fulton, Logan, 
Simpson, and Warren. 1 at McElroy 
Lake, 27 April (wr RD, HC, RbC, 
DbC, DR, PHo, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. 8-9 there 12-13 May (ph RB, 
ph RcS) was the highest count of the 
season. The last reports of the season 
were also at McElroy Lake: 5 on 20 
May (BPB, CBz, JW) and 1 possible 
““oriseus’ or “Atlantic? subspecies or 
intergrade” on 23 May (wr BPB, ph 
CBz). 


Long-billed Dowitcher — Reported from 


10 counties, listed from most to fewest 
number of reports: Henderson, Warren, 
Fulton, Jefferson, Hart, Logan, Simp- 
son, Daviess, Christian, and Graves. 4 
at Open Pond, 23 March (ph MG) and 
1 at the Sloughs, 26 March (ph CC) 
were the earliest reported. Scattered 
reports continued through 4-6 May 
(m.ob.). 66 at Lake Number 9 and sev- 
eral additional groups of 1-10, Fulton, 
4 May (CBz) was the highest count of 
the season. 


American Woodcock — Reported from 28 


counties. 


Wilson’s Snipe — Reported from 31 coun- 


ties. 118 at Jones Sinkhole Ponds, 
Hart, 4 March (CBz, JW, JSo, TrN, PS) 
was the highest count of the season. 1 
at McElroy Lake, 30 May (wr ph RD, 
LyB) was the latest reported and may 
be a record late date for the species in 
spring. 


Spotted Sandpiper — Reported from 


46 counties. 1 at Wood Creek Lake, 
Laurel, 3 April (AK) was the earliest 
reported. Reports continued through 
the end of the season at several spots 
(m.ob.). 


Flock of Semipalmated Sandpipers, Warren, 26 May 2018, Ray Bontrager 
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Solitary Sandpiper — Reported from 42 
counties. 1 along Highway 94 near 
Mud Creek, Fulton, 14 March (wr 
HC, ME) was very early. 66 at Melco, 
1 May (BPB, LMc) was the highest 
count of the season. The latest reports 
were 18-20 May (m.ob.). 


Lesser Yellowlegs — Reported from 28 
counties. 600 at the Sloughs on 20 
April (CBz) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Willet — Reported from 6 counties: Jeffer- 
son, Larue, Lincoln, Lyon, Marshall, 
and 7rigg. All reports included. 12 at 
Kuttawa Park, Lyon, 23 April (BPB, 
ph CBz) were the earliest reported. | at 
LBL Long Creek, Trigg, 29 April (HC, 
PHo). Louisville had reports along the 
Ohio River and at the Falls of the Ohio 
of 4 on 3 May (ph TB, CBe, ph MiC) 
and 6 on 5 May (ph RLa, DrP, NSw, 
AM). 3 at Hodgenville, Larue, 5 May 
(wr ph JnS, JrS, ph RMd). 3 at Kenlake 
SRP, Marshall, 5 May (wr ph au MtP). 
9 in Lincoln, 8 May (ph JkE) and 21 
at KY Lake, Marshall, 8 May (ph TaS) 
were the last reported. 151 at KY Dam 
Marina, Marshall, 30 April (wr ph JrT) 
was the highest count of the season and 
the third largest count on record. 


Greater Yellowlegs — Reported from 
27 counties. 214 along roads at the 
Sloughs 15 April (BBC, BPB, m.ob.) 
was the highest count of the season. 
2 at McElroy Lake, 30 May (ph RD, 
LyB) were the last reported. 


Wilson’s Phalarope — Two locations. | at 
the Sloughs on 22 and 27 April (BPB, 
wr ph CBz). 1 at McElroy Lake, 16 
May (wr CBz, ph JnS, JrS, m.ob.). 


Red-necked Phalarope — 1 at Talon 
Winery, Fayette, 9 May (wr ph ROC, 
m.ob.). 


Bonaparte’s Gull — Reported from 23 
counties. 1000 at KY Dam, 17 March 
(CBz, DSv, LsC) was the highest count 
of the season. 5 at KY Dam Village 
SRP, Marshall, | May (CBz) were the 
last reported. 


Laughing Gull — Three locations. 1 at 
McElroy Lake, 4 May (wr TD). 1 at 


Melco, 5 May (wr ph MiC, MA). 1 at 
the Falls of the Ohio, 5 May (wr ph 
RLa, NSw, m.ob.). 


Franklin’s Gull — 1 at State Route 2134, 
Fulton, 30 March (wr ph CBz, JW, 
BPB). 1 at McElroy Lake, 20 May 
(BPB, CBz, JW, m.ob.). 


Ring-billed Gull — Reported from 31 
counties. 1300 at US-KY-Rumsey- 
Pack Church Rd, McLean, 9 March 
(BPB, BWu, CBz, TG, SG) and 1200 
at Open Pond 29 March (BY) were the 
highest counts of the season. 3 at Sut- 
ton Road, Fulton, 18 May (ME, HC) 
were the latest reported. 


Herring Gull — Reported from 12 coun- 
ties. 75 at Barkley Dam, Lyon, 18 
March (DSv, LsC, CBz) was the high- 
est count of the season. 


Iceland Gull, Marshall, 3 May 2018 
Jamie Baker 


Iceland Gull — 1 at Calvert City, Mar- 
Shall, 3 March (ph BPB, wr JBa, MSs, 
MjW). 


Lesser Black-backed Gull — All reports 
included. 1 at Barkley Dam, Lyon; 1 at 
KY Lake n. of mouth of Sledd Creek, 
Marshall, and 2 at Sledd Creek Boat 
Ramp, Marshall, all 3 March (BPB, 
JBa, MSs). 1 at Kuttawa Park, Lyon, 


Red-necked Phalarope, Fayette, 9 May 2018 
Teresa Noel 
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17 March (CBz, DSv, LsC). 2 at Sledd 
Creek Boat Ramp, Marshall, 18 March 
(CBz). 2 at KY Dam Village SRP, Mar- 
shall, 23 April (BPB, CBz) 


Red-throated Loon, Marshall, 17 March 2018 
Clay Bliznick 


Glaucous Gull — | at Barkley Dam, Lyon, 
18 March (wr CBz, LsC, DSv). 


Least Tern — Reported from 4 counties. 
All reports included. Fulton: 3 on 18 
May (ME, HC), 1 on 23 May (MG), 
and 5 on 24 May (HC, JP). Henderson: 
2 on 20 May (ph CC), 1 on 22 and 24 
May (ph CC), 3 on 25 May (KM), and 
2 on 28 May (ph CC). 2 at Calvert City, 
Marshall, 30 May (CBz). 1 at Smith- 
land Dam, Livingston, 30 May (CBz). 


Caspian Tern — Reported from 11 coun- 
ties. The earliest reports were 1 at the 
Game Farm, Franklin, 28 March (JBr); 
1 at Louisville Water Company Ponds, 
Jefferson, | April (JW); and 2 at Basil 
Griffin Park, Warren, 4 April (ph RcS). 
The highest reported numbers for the 
season were at at KY Dam Village 
SRP, Marshall, with 90 (70 on the ma- 
rina roof and 20 on the beach) 23 April 
(BPB, CBz) and 85 on the marina roof 
25 April (ph JrT). 


Black Tern — Two locations. | at McEI- 
roy Lake, 4, 13, 16 May (TD, RcS, vd 
CBz, m.ob.); 3 there 20 May (BPB, 
CBz, JW, m.ob.). 2 at Morgan Pond 30 
May (HC). 


Common Tern — | at Barren River Lake, 
Bailey’s Point, Allen, 6 May (ph RcS). 
3 at McElroy Lake, 16 May (DR, 
ph RcS, TD LyB, EwB, wr ph CBz, 
m.ob.). 


Forster’s Tern — Reported from 16 counties. 
1 at Ohio River Mile 808, Henderson, 25 
May (KM) was the latest reported. 


Red-throated Loon — Two locations. | at 
KY Dam 17 March (ph CBz). 1 at Lake 
Cumberland, Russell, 16 April (wr RB, 
EwB). 


PACIFIC LOON —- KBRC review re- 
quired. One of only 20 or so records. 
1 at Barren River Lake, Barren, 27-28 
April (KOS, wr ph m.ob.). 


Se — 


Pacific Loon, Barren, 27 April 2018 
Tommy Quarles 


Common Loon — Reported from 31 coun- 
ties. 51 at KY Dam and vicinity on 29 
March (BY) was the highest count of 
the season. 1 at the dam on 30 May 
(CBz, JBa, ph BY) was the latest re- 
ported. 


Double-crested Cormorant — Reported 
from 45 counties. 1200 reported at 
LBL Devil’s Elbow Area, Trigg, 30 
March (HC, ME). 


American White Pelican — Reported 
from 13 counties. 75 below Barkley 
Dam, Lyon, 20 May (ph TaS) were the 
latest reported. 


American Bittern — Reported from 10 
counties. All reports included; 1 bird 
each, unless noted otherwise. Clarks 
River NWR, Marshall, 5 April (JP) 
was the earliest reported; also reported 
in that vicinity 26 April (DnL). Boldry 
School Rd, Kevil, McCracken, 9 April 
(MtT). The Sloughs on 15 April (BBC, 
BPB, m.ob.); 1-2 in that vicinity 20, 22, 
25 April (ph CBz, ph CC). 2 at Green 
River WMA, Adair, 21 April (ph RD) 
and 1 there on 27 April (RB). Mam- 
moth Cave, 24 April (JR). Muhlenberg 
County Rail Trail, Muhlenberg, 25 April 
(TG). McElroy Lake, 28 April (JW, ph 
TQ, BWu, m.ob.). Crab Orchard, Lin- 
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coln, 5 May (C&TM). Lake Edmiston, 
Garrard, 5 May (MkP). Buck Creek 
Road, Menifee, 8 May (RBo). 


Least Bittern — Two locations. 1 at Mc- 
Connell Springs Park, Fayette, 1-2 
May (ph HnH, SyP, ph vd m.ob.). 2 at 
the Sinclair Unit, Muck Lake, 19 May 
(ph TG, SG). 


Great Egret — Reported from 37 counties. 
First reports were 1 at Sanders, Car- 
roll, 17 March (PIC); 1 at KY Dam, 17 
March (CBz, DSv, LsC); and 1 nw. of 
Glasgow, Barren, 18 March (ph LCr, 
ph BB). 158 at the Lower Hickman 
Bottoms, Fulton, 14 May (CBz) was 
the highest count of the season; 140 of 
these were on one pond. 


Snowy Egret — Reported from 5 coun- 
ties. All reports included. 8 below KY 
Dam, 18 April (DIK). 1 w. of KY Dam 
along Highway 62 on 20 April (TaS). 2 
at Long Point, 24 April (TmJ). 4 along 
Sutton Road, Fulton, 4 May (BPB, 
CBz). 2 at LBL Long Creek, Trigg, 
12 May (HC, JP). 1 at Petros Pond, 
Warren, 19 May (TrN, CBz). 2 at Mor- 
gan Pond, 21 May (JBa, BPB). 2 near 
Interstate 24 n. of Cadiz, Trigg, 24 May 
(JnO). 


Glossy Ibis, Warren, 19 May 2018 
Roseanna Denton 


Little Blue Heron — Reported from 6 
counties. All reports included. Most 
of the reports were from central LBL 
locations (Hematite Lake, Long Creek 
Trail, Nature Station), 7rigg/Lyon: 1 on 
13-14 April (BvC, DoS), 1 on 26 April 
(PmG), 5 on 28 April (JP, JoP), 2 on 29 


April (HC, Pho) and 8 May (JPo, ArB, 
SBw), and 12-14 on 12-23 May (HC, 
JP, CBz, m.ob.). Other reports were: 
1 at the Sloughs, 13 April (ph CC). 2 
at Lakeview Church Road, Marshall, 
2 May (ph TaS). 1 in Pulaski, 13 May 
(ph RD). 1 at Morgan Pond, 21 May 
(BPB, JBa). 


Cattle Egret — Reported from 10 coun- 
ties. 2 in Christian, 14 April (ph SBe) 
and 5 at LBL Long Creek, 7rigg, 14 
April (SKB) were the earliest reported. 


Green Heron — Reported from 49 coun- 
ties. 1 at McNeely Lake, Jefferson, 
30 March (ph BJk); 2 at Wood Creek 
Lake, Laurel, 1 April (AK); and 1 in 
Bowling Green, Warren, 2 April (ph 
RcS) were the earliest reported. 20 at 
Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan, 27 
May (DSv, LsC) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — Reported 
from 7 counties. The first reports were 
of 1-2 at the reservoirs in Lexington 
28-29 March (NBr, DSv). 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — Four 
locations. A pair returned to nest s. of 
Farnsley Park in Louisville, first report- 
ed 10 April (m.ob.); 4 reported there 26 
May (PS). The first reports at Lakev- 
iew Church Road, Marshall, were of 1 
on 28-29 April (JoP, JP, TaS). Pair be- 
side nest along Crooked Creek, Bullitt, 
14 or 15 May (ph RnM via AnB). Brief 
flyby of 1 at Reservoir #4, Fayette, 22 
May (DSv). 


GLOSSY IBIS — KBRC review required. 


1 at McElroy Lake, 19 May (wr ph RD, 
PmGr, wr ph CBz, vd TrN, ph RcS, DR, 
TD). Glossy/White-faced Ibis — Pos- 
sibly the same bird two days earlier, 17 
May (RMd, JnS, JrS, distant ph CBz). 
1 flyover at Hays Kennedy, Jefferson, 
29 April (BWo, BBC, ph KB) could not 
be located for a positive identification, 
but it appears to be a Plegadis species. 


WHITE-FACED IBIS — KBRC review 
required. 1 at McElroy Lake, 18 April 
(wr DR, JRo, distant ph RcS). 1 in Lou- 
isville 12 May (ph PB, JB). 
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Osprey — Reported from 46 counties. 12 
at LBL Empire Point, 7rigg, 31 March 
(LsD) was the highest count of the sea- 
son. 


Golden Eagle — Two locations. 1 at Mt. 
Carmel Church Road, Bullitt, 14 March 
(wr ph AlJ). 2 at Guffey Mountain, 
Wayne, 21 March (RB). 


Northern Harrier — Reported from 34 
counties. 2 at the Sinclair Unit, 19 May 
(TG, SG) were the last reported. 


Sharp-shinned Hawk — Reported from 
23 counties. 11 at Douglass Hills, Jef 
Jerson, 18 April (MY) was the highest 
count of the season. 


Bald Eagle — Reported from 53 coun- 
ties. 30 at 2 or 3 pools in the Midway 
Church Road area, Fulton, 31 March 
(BPB, CBz, JW) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Mississippi Kite — Reported from 8 
counties, listed in order of number 
of reports: Fulton, Marshall, Jeffer- 
son, McCracken, Calloway, Fayette, 
Muhlenberg, and Trigg. Earliest reports 
were | at Lakeview Church Road, Mar- 
shall, 2 May (TaS) and 1 at Upper Bot- 
tom Road, Fulton, 4 May (BPB, CBz). 
The first report from the nest area near 
Cherokee Park was of 1 on 9 May 
(ph TrL). 18 along Sharpe Elva Road, 
Marshall, 22 May (HC) was the high- 
est count of the season. Other notable 
reports include 1 at the LBL Elk and 
Bison Prairie, 26 May (BD); 2 at Veter- 
ans Park, Fayette, 28 May (ROC); and 
2 mating at State Route 176, Drakes- 
boro, Muhlenberg, 30 May (ph BY). 


Broad-winged Hawk — Reported from 
41 counties. Singles at Long Point, 30 
March (MG) and Lexington Cemetery, 
Fayette, 1 April (DSv) were the earli- 
est reported. 37 at Douglass Hills, Jef 
Jerson, 18 April (MY) was the highest 
count of the season. 


Barn Owl — All reports included. 1 at 
Wendell Ford Regional Training Cen- 
ter, Muhlenberg, 15 March (BPB, 
CBz). At the Sinclair Unit, 1 on 19 
May (TG, ph SG) and 2 in a nest box, 


30 May (ph BY). | at a nest box in Lo- 
gan, 31 March - 13 April (ph FL). 1 at 
Glasgow, Edmonson, 5 May (GIE). 


SNOWY OWL - KBRC review required. 
Two locations. After a gap of more than 
three weeks, 1 was reported at the Cin- 
cinnati/Northern KY Airport, Boone, 
6 March (ph ThC, m.ob.). Fittingly, 
1 was at Owl Creek Road and vicin- 
ity, Zaylor, with almost daily reports 
and photographs 20 March - 8 April 
(m.ob.). The April dates likely repre- 
sent a record late date for the species. 
See article this issue for a fuller discus- 
sion, including a still unconfirmed pos- 
sible third location. 


Short-eared Owl — Reported from 6 
counties. All reports included; none 
later than March. The Sinclair Unit had 
a report of 3 on 3 March (BvC, DoS) 
and 5 on 30 March (TG, ph SG). 1 at 
the Appalachian Wildlife Center, Be//, 
4 March (DLd). 4 at Talon Winery, 
Fayette, 4 March (MkP) and 1 on the 
relatively late date of 11 April (DSv). 1 
at Watkins Park, Henderson, 14 March 
(ph CC). 3 in Zaylor at the Snowy Owl 
location mentioned above, 23 March 
(wr ph JW, m.ob.). 3 at the Perryville 
Battlefield State Historical Site, Boyle, 
30 March (ph PmG). 


Northern Saw-whet Owl — To be re- 
viewed by KBRC. Two locations, both 
with heard-only birds responding to re- 
corded calls. These are very late dates 
for the species. 1 at Little Lick RA, 
DBNF, Pulaski, 4 May (RB). 1 at Ken- 
dall RA, Russell, 12 May (RB). This 
owl has bred in the Cumberland Pla- 
teau region of eastern Tennessee, and 
eBird has reports continuing into sum- 
mer from the southern Appalachian 
Mountains. 


Yellow-bellied Sapsucker — Reported 
from 46 counties. The last reports were 
of singles in Lexington 1 May (DPt) 
and 3 May (ChV, BrV). 


Merlin — Reported from 7 counties. All 
reports included; single birds, unless 
noted otherwise. Johnson School Road, 
Ohio, 5 March (ph CBz). The Sinclair 
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Unit, 30 March (TG, ph SG). Campbell 
County Environmental Education Cen- 
ter, Campbell, 7 April (wr LnW, m.ob.) 
as part of a Northern KY University 
Biology Alumni Birds and Blooms 
Walk. Bailey’s Point at Barren River 
Lake, Allen, 28 April (KOS, m.ob.). 
McElroy Lake, 28 April (KOS, m.ob.). 
Lexington Cemetery, Fayette, 5 May 
(wr CBz, LsC, DSv); tried to catch a 
warbler in flight. 2 continued at Free- 
man Lake, Hardin, with | still there 13 
May (JnS, JrS, ph RbC, m.ob.). 


Peregrine Falcon — Reported from 14 
counties. 5 (adult pair and 3 chicks) 
reported at a nest on a cliff in Jessa- 
mine, 12 May (TN), but the chicks did 
not survive. 


Great Crested Flycatcher — Reported 
from 72 counties. 1 at KY Lake Scenic 
Drive, LBL, Lyon, 18 April (JP) was 
the earliest reported. 22 at the Sloughs 
on 23 May (JM) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Eastern Kingbird — Reported from 68 
counties. The first report was 1 in La 
Grange, Oldham, 6 April (JCI). A mi- 
grating flock of 34 at Sutton Road, Ful- 
ton, 2 May (MG) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Audet dl 2 
Olive-sided Flycatcher, Fayette, 8 May 2018 
David Svetich 


Olive-sided Flycatcher — Reported from 
7 counties. All reports included. 1 call- 
ing at Lampton Lane Road, Adair, 18 
April (wr DCo) was extremely early; to 
be reviewed by KBRC. Lexington had 
reports of 1 calling at Lexington Cem- 


etery, Fayette, 6 May (wr JsS, KtB); 1 
there on 8 May (DSv, LsC); and 1 at 
Jacobson Park 16 May (TrN). LBL had 
reports of singles on Forest Service 
Road 113, Lyon, 8 May (wr ph BY, ph 
MY) and at Hematite Lake, Trigg, 13 
May (ph TaS). Louisville had reports of 
1 at Cherokee Park 14, 19 May (TGo, 
JBa, JW) and a report at E.P. “Tom” 
Sawyer SP, 20 May (PtP). 4 on snags 
along Sutton Road from n. of Lake 9 
to past Island 8 boat ramp, Fulton, 15 
May (ph BY), and 1 on 16 May (MG). 
Warren had 1 in Bowling Green, 19 
May (ph RcS) and 1 at Chaney Lake, 
20 May (BPB, CBz, JW, m.ob.) and 26 
May (JW, BPB, MSk). 


Eastern Wood-Pewee — Reported from 
73 counties. The earliest reports were 
24-26 April (m.ob.). 22 at the Sloughs 
on 23 May (JM) was the highest count 
of the season. 


Yellow-bellied Flycatcher — Three re- 
ports. 1 heard at Surrey Hills Farm, Jef 
Jerson, 16 May (wr BPB). 1 Muhlen- 
berg, 19 May (TG, SG). 1 at Doolin 
Lake Road, Butler, 20 May (CBz). 


Acadian Flycatcher — Reported from 58 
counties. The earliest reports were sin- 
gles at Barren River Lake WMA--Wal- 
nut Creek Unit, Allen, 28 April (JnS) 
LBL KY Lake Scenic Drive, Lyon, 30 
April (TG, SG). Peak counts were 26 
at the Sloughs, 23 May (JM) and 25 
at Casey Creek Embayment, Adair, 26 
May (RD). 


Alder Flycatcher — All reports based 
on call are included. 2 in Lakeview 
Church Road, area Marshall, 5 May 
(wr au ph BPB, MM), and | there 15 
May (wr CBz). 1 at Draut Park, Jef 
Jerson, 10 May (wr ph KB, au BWo) 
and 19 May (wr JBa, StB). At least 1 at 
Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 18 May 
(wr BPB). 1 at the Sinclair Unit, 19 
May (wr TG, SG). 


Alder/Willow Flycatcher (“Traill’s Fly- 
catcher”) — Reported from 3 counties. 
1 at Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 5 
May (MiC). 1 at Red Pond, Warren, 6 
May (RtW, m.ob.). 1 at Obion Creek 


Vol. 94 


2018 


WMA, Fulton, 18 May (HC, ME). 1 at 
George Rogers Clark Park, Jefferson, 
26 May (BBC, AM, JnM). 


Willow Flycatcher — Reported from 18 


counties. First reports were 5-8 May 
(m.ob.). [Note: Reports of Willow Fly- 
catcher are presumably based on having 
heard distinctive vocalizations; how- 
ever, only a handful of reports mention 
the basis of the identification. | 


Least Flycatcher — Reported from 19 


counties. 1 vocalizing at Jacobson 
Park, Fayette, 19 April (wr ph AsR) 
was the earliest reported. 1 at Timber 
Creek Road, Nelson, 29 May (wr ph 
PmG) was the latest reported away 
from breeding area. Several noted at 
Black Mountain, Harlan, 27-28 May 
(JW, m.ob.), with a total of 17 on 28 
May (JW) being the season’s high 
count. 


Eastern Phoebe — Reported from 92 


counties. A total of 18 in Russell, 23 
May (JSo) was the highest count of the 
season. 


Loggerhead Shrike — Reported from 11 


counties. All reports included, sum- 
marized by county. Madison: Thesis 
research (C&TM) monitored nesting at 
Blue Grass Army Depot, with an initial 
report of 2 birds on 9 April, 8 birds on 
23 April, first mention of hatchlings on 
30 April, and frequent reports still in 
place at the end of May. Fulton (mostly 
Lower Hickman Bottoms): 2 on 22 
March (ph HC, JP) and then reports 
through the season, with a county high 
count of 4 on 30 March (ph JW, CBz, 
BPB). Christian. Singles at 2 loca- 
tions 7 April (JoH) and 30 April (ATy). 
Taylor: near the Snowy Owl location 
(above) what may have been the same 
bird both days 30 March (RoB) and 31 
March (JnS, JrS). The remaining seven 
counties each had one bird reported, as 
follows: Lyon 5 March (CrH), Wash- 
ington 15 March (MDu), Simpson 31 
March (RD, RB), Wayne 19 April (RD), 
Warren 23 April (ph JBa), Larue 6 May 
(ph RMd), and Hart 9 May (JSo). 
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White-eyed Vireo — Reported from 79 


counties. 1 at Murray, Calloway, 3 
April (WBu, AsW, WtG) was the earli- 
est reported. A total of 26 in Russell, 
23 May (JSo) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Bell’s Vireo, Fulton, 4 May 2018 
Clay Bliznick 


Bell’s Vireo — Reported from 6 counties. 


All reports included. 2 at Long Point, 
4 May (ph CBz) and 1 at Watkins 
Park, Henderson, 6 May (CC) were 
the earliest reported. Fulton also had 1 
at Sutton Road, 16 May (au MG). Ad- 
ditional reports from Henderson were 
4 on 21 May (CC) and 5 on 24 May 
(ph PmG) at Watkins Park; and 2 on 8 
May (ph HnH), the season’s high count 
of 8 on 23 May (au ph JM), and 1 on 
26 May (CC) at the Sloughs. 3 at Pea- 
body WMA--Ken Unit, Ohio, 9 May 
(CBz). Muhlenberg had multiple re- 
ports as follows: The Sinclair Unit had 
3 on 12 May (DoS, BvC), 8 on 19 May 
(TG, SG), and 3 on 30 May (BY). The 
Muhlenberg County Rail Trail had 1 
on 17, 22 May (TG). Butler: 4 at Provo 
Reclaimed Mines, 20 May (LsC, ph 
CBz, ph DSv, wr ph TrN). McLean: 1 
at KDFWR Office, 25 May (wr RbR). 


Yellow-throated Vireo — Reported from 


57 counties. The earliest reports were 
mostly in LBL: 9 April (AvY), 5 in 
Lyon on 12 April (JP), and 2 Trigg on 
13 April (DoS, BvC). 1 also reported in 
Hart, 12 April (CrF). 


Blue-headed Vireo — Reported from 43 


counties. | at Bee Rock, Pulaski, 17 
March (ph RD) and 2 at Barren Fork 
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DBNF, McCreary, 18 March (RD) 
were the earliest reported. A total of 19 
was reported at Black Mountain, Har- 
lan, 28 May (JW). An occupied nest 
was photographed in Red River Gorge, 
19 May (ph BIS, Cin, BWu, WIH, KrN, 


JW). 


Blue-headed Vireo on nest, Wolfe, 19 May 2018 
Bill Stanley 


Philadelphia Vireo — Reported from 16 
counties. 1 at the Muhlenberg County 
Rail Trail, Muhlenberg, 25 April (wr 
TG) was the earliest reported and is 
one day earlier than the previous re- 
cord. The last reports were singles at 
Blood River, Calloway, 18 May (DS1) 
and at The Strand, Jefferson, 21 May 
Clichy 


Warbling Vireo — Reported from 50 coun- 
ties. The first reports were of singles at 
Audubon SP, 13 April (EHn, JuF), at 
Osprey Cove Subdivision Lake, Shel- 
by, 14 April (LHz), and at Seneca Park, 
Jefferson, 14 April (BWo). 


Red-eyed Vireo — Reported from 68 coun- 
ties. 1 at Cove Spring Park, Franklin, 
13 April (RbC) and 1 in DBNEF, Lee, 13 
April (TnBw) were the earliest reports. 
An impressive 85 at Little Lick RA, 
DBNF, Pulaski, 2 May (RD) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Fish Crow — Reported from 11 counties. 
22 in Ballard, 3 March (JBa, MSs) was 
the highest count of the season. 


Common Raven — All reports included. 
1 along Highway 119 near Bad Branch 
SNP, Letcher, 5 April (JnH). 1 heard 
calling at Zilpo Campground, Bath, 15 


May (DgR, CdA) joins a handful of re- 
ports around Cave Run Lake. As many 
as 5 at Black Mountain 27-28 May (ph 
JW, KvC). 


Purple Martin — Reported from 66 coun- 
ties. The first reports were of 1 on 28 
February and on 1 March at the LBL 
Woodlands Nature Station, Lyon (JPo), 
and | e. of Murray, Calloway, 3 March 
(HC). The season’s high count was 118 
at Morgan Pond, 26 April (JoH). 


Tree Swallow — Reported from 80 coun- 
ties. 400 at Lexington Reservoir #2 
& 3, Fayette, 19 April (PoM) was the 
highest count of the season. 


Northern Rough-winged Swallow — 
Reported from 82 counties. 2 at Wolf 
Creek Dam, Russell, 16 March (wr 
RD) and 3 in Pulaski, 17 March (JmP) 
were very early. 


Bank Swallow — Reported from 25 coun- 
ties. 1 at the Sloughs on 15 April (BBC, 
BPB, m.ob.) and 4 s. of Swan Pond, 
Ballard, 15 April (NnH, PtM) were the 
earliest reported. 


Cliff Swallow — Reported from 44 coun- 
ties. 5 e. of Golden Pond, LBL, Trigg, 
25 March (WsB) were the earliest re- 
ported. 


Barn Swallow — Reported from 83 coun- 
ties. 1 at McElroy Lake, 16 March (wr 
TD) was the earliest reported. 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — Reported from 
10 counties. The earliest report in the 
traditional breeding area of Wolfe was 
at Red River Gorge--Rock Bridge 
Trail, 25 April (PmG), with continu- 
ing reports there through the season. 
The latest report elsewhere was of 2 
at Barren River Lake WMA, Allen, 
28 April (KOS, LCr, m.ob.). Outside 
of Wolfe, counties with reports, from 
most to fewest reports, were Fayette, 
Marshall, Allen, Madison, McCracken, 
Muhlenberg, Henderson, Hopkins, and 
Pulaski. 


Brown-headed Nuthatch — Active nest- 
ing behavior reported from a pair near 
KY Dam Village SRP again this year 
(m.ob.). (KBRC review not required at 
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this location.) 


Brown Creeper — Reported from 37 coun- 
ties. 1 at George Rogers Clark Park in 
Louisville, 29 April (LBa) was the lat- 
est reported away from possible nest- 
ing areas. 1 in the Red River Gorge, 
Wolfe, 29 May (au ph FR) was near a 
2014 nesting site; Renfrow, KW 90:99- 
102, 2014. 


House Wren — Reported from 55 coun- 
ties. Singlel at Anchorage Trail, Jeffer- 
son, 1 April (JW) and Freeman Lake, 
Hardin, 2 April (JnS) were the earliest 
reported. 


Winter Wren — Reported from 25 coun- 
ties. 1 at The UK Arboretum, 25 April 
(DPt) was the latest reported. 


Sedge Wren — Up to 4 at Parsons Pond, 
Logan, 13-19 May (wr ph FL, vd CBz, 
m.ob.). 


wma bal 7S ; Po 
A aN eee 
Marsh Wren, Henderson, 9 May 2018 
Charles Crawford 


Marsh Wren — Reported from 6 counties. 
All reports included. 1 at Claryville, 
Campbell, 10 April (wr LT) was the 
earliest reported. 1-2 at the Sloughs, 
21 April - 9 May (ph CC, m.ob.). 1 at 
Chaney Lake, Warren, 28 April (KOS, 
BPB, m.ob.). 3 heard at Camp #11, 
Union, 3 May (BPB, wr CBz). | at 
Lake Cumberland WMA--High Rock, 
Pulaski, 4-5 May (RD). 1 at Melco, 
Jefferson, 5 May (MiC, MA). 


Blue-gray Gnatcatcher — Reported from 
87 counties. 1 in Barren 23 March 
(JsS) was the earliest reported. A tally 
of 71 at the Sloughs, 22 April (JM) was 
the highest count of the season. 


Golden-crowned Kinglet — Reported 
from 58 counties. Last reported 24-26 
April (m.ob.). 40 at Lily Mountain Na- 
ture Preserve, Estill, 30 March (BWu, 
WH) was the highest count of the sea- 
son. 


Ruby-crowned Kinglet — Reported from 
59 counties. 1 at Raven Run Park, 
Fayette, 13 May (DKe) was the latest 
reported. 25 at Morgan Conservation 
Park, Oldham, 19 April (wr ph BD) 
was the highest count of the season. 


Eastern Bluebird — Reported from 93 
counties. 


Veery — Reported from 26 counties. | at 
Taylor Fork Ecological Area, Madison, 
25 April (C&TM, MkP) was the earli- 
est reported. 13 were at Black Moun- 
tain, Harlan, 28 May (JW). The latest 
report away from a known nesting area 
was | heard in Muhlenberg, 23 May 
(wr TG, SG). 


Gray-cheeked Thrush — Reported from 
15 counties. Singles on 19 April in War- 
ren (LsD, m.ob.) and at Pine Mountain 
SRP, Bell, 19 April (wr RgM) were 
the earliest reported. The latest reports 
were singles at Lexington Cemetery, 
Fayette, 22 May (JSo) and in Wolfe, 24 
May (PmS). 


Swainson’s Thrush — Reported from 46 
counties. Singles at Audubon SP, 13 
April (ph EHn, JuF) and at Cherokee 
Park, 16 April (wr RLa) were the earli- 
est reported. 30 at the UK Arboretum, 5 
May (SyP, KyB) was the highest count 
of the season. Still being reported at the 
end of May (m.ob.). 


Hermit Thrush — Reported from 43 
counties. | at Floracliff SNP, Fayette, 5 
May (FNS, wr EdS, BeL, MTw, m.ob.) 
was the latest reported. 


Wood Thrush — Reported from 67 coun- 
ties. 2 at George Sampson road, Mc- 
Creary, 13 April (L&TM) and 1 at 
Beckley Creek Park--Grand Allee Sec- 
tion, Jefferson, 13 April (SsB) were the 
earliest reported. 


Gray Catbird — Reported from 70 coun- 
ties. 1 at Douglass Hills, Jefferson, 19 
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March (wr MY) was very early. 


Cedar Waxwing — Reported from 49 
counties. 300 while kayaking on Elk- 
horn Creek, Franklin, 11 May (JBr) 
was the highest count of the season. 


American Pipit — Reported from 18 
counties. 125 at Spindletop, 22 March 
(DgR) was the highest count of the 
season. 2 at Ferguson Road, Simpson, 
10 May (ph RD) and 1 flyover heard at 
McCubbins Lake, Larue, 12 May (wr 
CBz) were the latest reported. 


Purple Finch — Reported from 27 coun- 
ties. The latest reported was in Pulaski, 
14 May (JmP). 


RED CROSSBILL — KBRC review re- 
quired. | at KY Dam Golf Course, 
Marshall, 18 April (ph TaS). 


Pine Siskin — Continued to be widespread, 
with reports from at least 38 counties. 
A few were still present in late May as 
follows: 4 in Lexington 24 May (JY); 
1 at Lake Carnico, Nicholas, 25 May 
(wr ph PmS); and 9 at Black Mountain, 
Harlan, 28 May (wr ph JW). McCrea- 
ry reported the season’s high counts, 
with 24 at Natural Arch Scenic Area 
11 April (ph SL) and 30 at Big South 
Fork NRRA 19 April (RD, m.ob.). 
Counts of 10 or more were reported in 
three counties in March (Bullitt, Fay- 
ette, Laurel), eight counties in April 
(Barren, Fayette, Jefferson, Laurel, 
Madison, McCreary, Powell, Pulaski), 
and three counties in May (Jefferson, 
Madison, Pulaski). 


Lapland Longspur — Only 2 locations. 2 
at Swallow Spring Pond, Christian, 15 
March (JoH). 30 at Spindletop 21-23 
March (DSv, AsR). 


Eastern Towhee — Reported from 94 
counties. 55 at Berea College Forest, 
Madison, 8 April (RBa, RFs, JnA) was 
the highest count. 


American Tree Sparrow — Reported 
from 8 counties. 1 reported in Daviess 
14 April (wr RbR) was a record late 
date for spring. 


Vesper Sparrow — Reported from 16 
counties. E.P. “Tom” Sawyer SP, Jef- 


Jerson, 19 March (PtP), had the earli- 
est report. 11 at the Estill County Golf 
Club, Estill, 30 March (ph WH, BWu) 
was the highest count of the season. 
Last reported 15-20 April (m.ob.). 


Lark Sparrow — Reported from 8 coun- 
ties. All reports included. Singles at 
Johnson School Road, Ohio, 12 April 
(ph CBz) and in Marshall, 12 April 
(ph TaS) were the earliest reported. 
1 at McElroy Lake, Warren, 18 April 
(ph PmG). Also in Warren, | at Vance 
Lane 28 April (KOS, wr JW, NBr, TG) 
and 20 May (wr JW, BPB, CBz, LsC, 
TrN, DSv). 1 at LBL--KY Lake Sce- 
nic Drive, Lyon, 27 April (wr JP, JoP). 
1 in Hart, 5 May (wr JnK, SK, m.ob.). 
1 at Spindletop, 6 May (wr LsC, DSv). 
2 in Carlisle, 27 May (ME) as part of a 
Breeding Bird Survey. 1 at McDonald 
Landing Road, Henderson, 28 May (ph 


Lark Sparrow, Ohio, 12 April 2018 
Clay Bliznick 


Savannah Sparrow — Reported from 43 
counties. 


Grasshopper Sparrow — Reported from 
25 counties. 1 in Fleming, 7 April 
(CBz, DSv, LsC2) was the earliest 
reported. The highest counts of the 
season were of 19-27 at Appalachian 
Wildlife Center, Be//, late April to mid- 
May (wr DLd). 


Henslow’s Sparrow — Reported from 
12 counties. 2 at the Sinclair Unit, 23 
April (BPB, CBz) and 12 at Provo Re- 
claimed Mines, Butler, 25 April (CBz) 
were the earliest reported. The latter 
site had a report of 15 on 20 May (LsC, 
TrN, DSv, CBz). Other notable tallies 
include 12 at EastPark Industrial Park, 
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Greenup, 4 May (ph LsE, SuR, KCr); 
multiple reports at Talon Winery, Fay- 
ette, including 5 on 9 May (DSv, LsC, 
CBz, TrN, m.ob.); and 6 at Shaker Vil- 
lage, Mercer, 10 May (ph KtB). 


Henslow’s Sparrow, Greenup, 10 May 2018 
Dan Brookes 


LeConte’s Sparrow — Reported from 
4 counties. All reports included. 2 at 
Wendell Ford Regional Training Cen- 
ter, Muhlenberg, 15 March (wr BPB, 
CBz). 1 at Peabody WMA--Ken Unit, 
Ohio, 27 March (wr CBz). 1 at Surrey 
Hills Farm, Jefferson, 5 April (wr BPB) 
and 11 April (BPB, wr ph m.ob.). 1 at 
the Sloughs, 15 April (BBC, wr BPB, 
m.ob.). 


Fox Sparrow — Reported from 24 coun- 
ties. The latest reports were 11-14 April 
(m.ob.) 


Lincoln’s Sparrow — Reported from 11 
counties. 1 at Melco 15 April (wr MA) 
was very early. | at Virginia Miles Na- 
ture Center, Daviess, 20 May (wr RbR) 
was the latest reported. 


Swamp Sparrow — Reported from 48 
counties. Singles at Abraham Lincoln 
Birthplace NHS, Larue, 15 May (PmG) 
and the Sloughs, 17 May (ph CC) were 
the latest reported. 


White-throated Sparrow — Reported 
from 84 counties. The latest reports 
were 11-14 May (m.ob.). 


HARRIS’S SPARROW - KBRC review 
required. Two locations. Possibly the 
same bird seen in January, | in Graves, 
30-31 March (BPB, wr JW, ph CBz, 
m.ob.). 1 at Stone Place Stables, Jeffer- 
son, 5-6 May (wr ph KB, wr JW, AM, 
ph JBa). 


Harris’s Sparrow, Jefferson, 5 May 2018 
Karen Bonsell 


White-crowned Sparrow — Reported 
from 55 counties. 1 in Almo, Calloway, 
20 May (MrH) was the latest reported. 


Dark-eyed Junco — Reported from 68 
counties. Up to 13 in their breeding 
range at Black Mountain, Harlan, 27- 
28 May (KvC, JW). Outside of Harlan, 
3 at McConnell Springs Park, Fayette, 
25 April (wr NBr) and 1 in Richmond, 
Madison, 27 April (wr DPr) were the 
latest reported. Dark-eyed Junco (Or- 
egon) — The male “Oregon” Junco in 
Douglass Hills, Jefferson, was last re- 
ported 18 March (BY, MY). 


Yellow-breasted Chat — Reported from 
62 counties. Singles in Warren 18 April 
(ph RcS), Crittenden 20 April (ph CC), 
and Lyon 20 April (JPo, AY) were the 
earliest reported. 44 at the Sloughs 23 
May (au wr ph JM) was the highest 
count of the season. 


Bobolink — Reported from 16 counties. 
Earliest reports were from Fulton, with 
2 (both males) on 23 April (MG), 6 
on 24 April (TmJ), and 25 on 26 April 
(JP, JoP, PHo, HC). 500-800 at Levee 
Road, Fulton, 4 May (BPB, CBz) was 
the highest count of the season. 
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Western Meadowlark — The only report 
was of 1 heard at McElroy Lake, 10 
March (JBe). 


Orchard Oriole — Reported from 58 
counties. 1 at E.P. “Tom” Sawyer SP, 
Jefferson, 11 April (PtP) was the earli- 
est reported. 


Baltimore Oriole — Reported from 65 
counties. The earliest reports were sin- 
gles 14 April in Calloway (ME), Trigg 
(SkB), and Lee (SIF). An astounding 
30 orioles (mix of the two species) at 
a feeder stocked with orange slices and 
jelly near Stanford, Lincoln, 28 April 
(JkE). 


Red-winged Blackbird — Reported from 
99 counties. 2000 at the Sloughs on 18 
March (JM) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Brown-headed Cowbird — Reported 
from 89 counties. 912 at Jones Sink- 
hole Ponds, Hart, 4 March (CBz, JW, 
JSo, TrN, PS) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Rusty Blackbird — Reported from 21 
counties. An estimate in the hundreds 
was reported in McLean on 5 March 
(MSs). 400 at the Sloughs on 18 March 
(JM) was the highest count of the sea- 
son. 3 there on 28 April (CC) were 
the latest reported. Note. More than a 
decade has passed since Kentucky has 
had a report of a flock exceeding 1000 
birds (Palmer-Ball 2018). Information 
on this rapidly declining species is at 
allaboutbirds.org, itucnredlist.org, and 
rustyblackbird.org. 


Brewer’s Blackbird — Reported from 
4 counties. All reports included. 1 in 
McLean 5 March (MSs). 1 at Sutton 
Road, Fulton, 6 March (MG). Madi- 
sonville, Hopkins, had reports of 200 
on 7 March (ph JSo, DL) and 500 on 9 
March (BPB, ph BWu, CBz, TG, SG). 
3 in McLean 9 March (BPB, BWu, 
CBz, TG, SG). 1 at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 7 April (BPB). 


Ovenbird — Reported from 44 counties. 
1 in McCreary 13 April (L&TM) was 
the earliest reported. 23 in McCreary 


28 May (RD) was the highest count of 
the season. 


Worm-eating Warbler — Reported from 
25 counties. 1 in Lyon 12 April (JP) 
was the earliest reported. 


Louisiana Waterthrush — Reported from 
63 counties. | in Marshall 18 March 
(LsC, DSv, CBz) was the earliest re- 
ported. 


Northern Waterthrush — Reported from 
20 counties. 1 in Henderson 15 April 
(SkB) was the earliest reported. 


Golden-winged Warbler — Reported 
from 9 counties. All reports included; 
all were 2-9 May. | at Natural Bridge 
SRP, Powell, 2 May (PmG) was the 
earliest reported. 1 in Warren 3 May 
(McE). Fayette’ reports comprised 
singles at the UK Arboretum (female) 
3 May (DvW), Veterans Park 5 May 
(CKAS/ASK, NBr, CrT, TnB, PrJ, 
TrN), Jacobson Park 5 May (LrT), and 
Lexington Cemetery 5-6 May (DSv, 
LsC, CBz, JsS, KtB). Henderson had 
singles at Audubon SP on 4 May (male; 
KM), 5 May (au PhL), and Green Riv- 
er State Forest 8 May (male; ph CC). 
Clarks River NWR, Marshall, had re- 
ports of 1 on 5 May (female; ph JP), 
1 on 6 May (JrT), and 2 females on 
7 May (TG, SG). 1 in Pulaski 5 May 
(LrK). 1 at Bernheim Forest, Bullitt, 6 
May (PB, JB, CB, m.ob.). 1 in Muhlen- 
berg 8 May (TG). Jefferson had reports 
of 2 (1 was a singing male) at Caperton 
Swamp 5 May (BY) and 1 at Harrods 
Creek Park 9 May (PB, JB) for the sea- 
son’s latest report. 


Blue-winged Warbler — Reported from 
36 counties. Singles at Shanty Hollow 
Lake, Warren, 13 April (CBz) and Mc- 
Connell Springs Park, Fayette, 14 April 
(MTw) were the earliest reported. 

Black-and-white Warbler — Reported 
from 56 counties. First reports began 
29-31 March (m.ob.). 

Prothonotary Warbler — Reported from 57 
counties. First reports began 9 April (m.ob.). 
46 at the Sloughs 23 May (au wr ph JM) 
was the highest count of the season. 
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Swainson’s Warbler, Fayette, 4 May 2018 
Austin Rice 


Swainson’s Warbler — Reported from 
10 counties: Calloway and Marshall, 
and in the west; the Red River Gorge 
counties of Wolfe, Powell, and Menifee 
in the east; the DBNF counties of Mc- 
Creary and Pulaski; and three atypical 
locations: Fulton, Fayette, and Rus- 
sell. The earliest report was of | sing- 
ing at Blood River, Calloway, 18 April 
(wr HC); 1 also reported there on 20 
April (HC). 1 at Clarks River NWR, 
Marshall, 5-7 May (au ph JP, ph BPB, 
MM, JrT), with 3 there on 15 May (one 
captured and banded) and 1-2 on 16- 
19 May (HC, DSi). In the Red River 
Gorge (Rock Bridge Trail, Wolfe, un- 
less noted otherwise), generally 1-2 
reported. Reports of interest include 1 
on 25 April (first of the season for this 
area; ph PmG); 3 on 6 May (ph KrA); 
2 at Sky Bridge RA, Wolfe, on 10 May 
(WINGS Tours, BPB, CTu, JnB, ph 
DaB, m.ob.); 3 at Natural Bridge SRP, 
Powell, on 17 May (JyT); 5 on 19 May 
(Cin, KrN, BWu, WIH, JW, BIS); and 


Connecticut Warbler, Wayne, 12 May 2018 
Lyle Bontrager 


3 on 26 May (CKAS/ASK, DL, NBr, 
KtB, TnB). DBNF had reports of 1 at 
Little Lick RA, Pulaski, 5 May (RD) 
and the season’s high count, a total of 
9 in sw. McCreary, 28 May (ph RD). 
The remaining reports were 3 singing 
at Long Point, Fulton, 4 May (BPB, ph 
CBz), 1 at Lexington Cemetery, Fay- 
ette, 4 May (ph TrN, AsR), and | sing- 
ing at Kendall RA, Russell, 12 May 
(RB). 


Tennessee Warbler — Reported from 


39 counties. The earliest rports were 
singles in LBL, Marshall, 19 April, 
and Lyon, 20-21 April (all JrT). 29 at 
Iroquois Park, Jefferson, 5 May (BWo, 
JLy, BrB) was the highest count of the 
season. 2 at Nettleroth Bird Sanctuary, 
Jefferson, 21 May (JoC, m.ob.) were 
the latest reported. 


Orange-crowned Warbler — Continues 


to be reported more frequently than has 
historically been the case. Reported 
from 10 counties. All reports included. 
Single birds may have overwintered at 
backyard feeders in Louisville (through 
2 March, JBa) and in Murray, Callo- 
way, (through 17 March, ME). Other 
lingering winter birds or early spring 
arrivals include 1 at Western KY Uni- 
versity Agricultural Center, Warren, 6 
March (wr AH); 1 about a mile away 
on 16 March (ph RcS); and 1 at Sur- 
rey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 8 April (wr 
BPB). The remaining reports follow. 1 
at Lake Reba, Madison, 18 April (DPr). 
1 at Reservoir #4, Fayette, 23, 25 April 
(DSv). 1 at the UK Arboretum, 5-6 
May (SyP, KyB, m.ob.). A total of 5 in 
LBL, Lvon/Trigg, 23, 30 April (m.ob.). 
3 additional in Jefferson, 25 April 
and 4-5 May (m.ob.). 1 at Mammoth 
Cave, 3 May (SK, PmG, m.ob.). 1 at 
Long Point on 4 May (BPB, CBz). 1 in 
Buckner, Oldham, 10 May (au BD). 


Nashville Warbler — Reported from 23 


counties. 1 at Owsley Fork Reservoir, 
Madison, 15 April (wr JnA) was the 
earliest reported. The latest reports 
were 13, 15 May (m.ob.). 


Connecticut Warbler — Reported from 


6 counties. All reports included. 1 at 


85 


86 


THE KENTUCKY WARBLER Vol. 94 


Freeman Lake, Hardin, 7 May (wr 
JnS, JrS). Many reports of 1 at Chero- 
kee Park, 7, 9, 16, and 19 May (MjW, 
WnA, CB, m.ob.). Also in Jefferson 
were 1-2 at Iroquois Park on 12 May 
(MA, BDv); 1 at University of Louis- 
ville, Isaac Shelby Campus on 12 May 
(JcP); and 1 at Surrey Hills Farm on 
18 May (BPB). 2 at William Whitley 
House State Area, Lincoln, 11 May 
(wr JkE). 1 at Sweetwater/Rock Lick 
Creek Road, Pulaski, 12 May (wr ph 
RD). 1 in Wayne, 12 and 15 May (ph 
LyB, RB). 1 heard in Franklin about 
15 May (JBn). 1 in Lexington, Fayette, 
19-20 May (DSv, ph KtB, au DL) was 
the latest reported. 


Mourning Warbler, Fayette, 6 May 2018 
Tommy Quarles 


Mourning Warbler — Reported from 5 


counties. All reports included. 1 at the 
UK Arboretum, 5-6 May (wr KyB, 
SyP, ph TrN, m.ob.). 1 at Cherokee 
Park, Jefferson, 6, 10-12 May (JBa, 
MjW, m.ob.). 1 at Surrey Hills Farm, 
Jefferson, 8, 18 May (BPB) was the 
earliest reported. 1 at Anchorage Trail, 
Jefferson, 10 May (BBC, PB, JB, SRo, 
m.ob.). 1, a window-strike fatality 
found at Churchill Downs, Jefferson, 
16 May (DRD). 1 at the Muhlenberg 
County Rail Trail, Muhlenberg, 8-9 
May (TG, SG). 1 at Smithson Farm, 
Christian, 20 May (SBe). | singing at 
the Sloughs 23 May (ph JM). 


Kentucky Warbler — Reported from 49 


counties. 1 at LBL, Road 107, Lyon, 18 
April (JP) was the earliest reported. 15 at 
Mammoth Cave, 3 May (JnK, SK, m.ob.) 
was the highest count of the season. 


Common Yellowthroat — Reported from 
75 counties. Singles in LBL 9 April 
(AvY) and at Lakeview Church Road, 
Marshall, 13 April (TaS) were the ear- 
liest reported. 63 at the Sloughs on 23 
May (JM) was the highest count of the 
season. 


Hooded Warbler — Reported from 40 
counties. | at Alpine Rec. Area DBNF, 
Pulaski, 6 April (wr RD) was the earli- 
est reported. 34 at Flat Rock Ridge road 
DBNF, McCreary, 25 April (RD) and 
34 at Little Lick RA, DBNF, Pulaski, 
2 May (RD) were the highest count of 
the season. 


American Redstart — Reported from 44 
counties. | at Jenny Wiley SRP, Floyd, 
18 April (ph AM) was the earliest re- 
ported. 


Cape May Warbler — Reported from 19 
counties. Singles in Madison 17 April 
at Lake Reba (ph C&TM) and Berea 
(RBa, ph RFs) tied the second earliest 
on record. Singles in Oldham 14 May 
(RAF) and Franklin 16 May (JSo) were 
the latest reported. 


Cerulean Warbler — Reported from 23 
counties. | at Big South Fork, McCrea- 
ry, 19 April (RD, m.ob.) and 3 at Mam- 
moth Cave, 22 April (BBC, JB, PB, ph 
TrL, m.ob.) were the earliest reported. 
Noteworthy counts include day counts 
of 8-14 between Zilpo Campground 
and Clear Creek Lake w. of Cave Run 
Lake, Menifee/Bath, 8-12 May (EmD, 
EmH, RBo) as part of geolocator proj- 
ect, and 7 at Alpine RA, DBNF, Pu- 
laski, 13 May (RD). 


Northern Parula — Reported from 79 
counties. The earliest reported were 1 
at Shaker Village, Mercer, 28 March 
(BeL), 2 at LBL--Energy Lake Dam, 
Trigg, 31 March (LsD), 1 at Barren 
River Lake, Allen, 1 April (CBz), and 
2 at Lake Cumberland WMA, Pulaski, 
1 April (RD). 


Magnolia Warbler — Reported from 40 
counties. The earliest reported were 1 
at Mammoth Cave, 29 April (DIP); 1 at 
the UK Arboretum, 1 May (DPt); 1 in 
Scott, 1 May (DL); and 2 at Cherokee 
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Park on 1 May (JeD). Latest reported 
were singles at Kentucky River WMA, 
Henry, 20 May (GS); at Reservoir 
Knob, Pulaski, 20 May (RD); at Sen- 
eca Park, Jefferson, 22 May (BWo). 


Black-throated Blue Warbler, Bullitt, 
12 May 2018, Lyle Hamilton 


Bay-breasted Warbler — Reported from 
25 counties. | male in DBNF, McCrea- 
ry, 25 April (RD) was the earliest re- 
ported. 2 at Lexington Cemetery, Fay- 
ette, 17 May (TrN) and 1 at Audubon 
SP, 18 May (M&JG) were the latest 
reported. 


Blackburnian Warbler — Reported from 
31 counties. A report from E.P. “Tom” 
Sawyer SP, Jefferson, 22 April (PtP) 
was the earliest reported. At least 7 
were reported from their nesting range 
at Black Mountain, Harlan, 27-28 May 
(ph JW). Outside of Harlan, the latest 
reported were singles at Harrods Creek 
Park, Jefferson, 19 May (BBC, AM, 
m.ob.); 2 at Reservoir Knob, Pulaski, 
20 May (RD); and an unspecified num- 
ber in Franklin 21 May (JBn). 


Yellow Warbler — Reported from 53 
counties. The earliest reported were 
singles in Barren on 12 April (SnM), 
Simpson on 12 April (RD), and Pike on 
13 April (RD). 


Chestnut-sided Warbler — Reported 
from 31 counties. 2 at the LBL Nature 
Station, Lyon, 26 April (JPo) were the 
earliest reported. At least 12 were re- 
ported from their nesting range at Black 
Mountain, Harlan, 28 May (JW). Out- 
side of Harlan, the latest reported was 
1 at Nettleroth Bird Sanctuary in Lou- 
isville on 21 May (JoC, m.ob.). 


Blackpoll Warbler — Reported from 
45 counties. The first reports were of 
single birds 22-23 April (m.ob.). The 
latest were of 1 in Lee (KID) and 3 at 
Gray’s Arch Trail, Powell (KyB), both 
20 May, and an unspecified number in 
Franklin, 21 May (JBn). 


Black-throated Blue Warbler — Re- 
ported from 9 counties. All reports 
summarized. 1 at Cherokee Park on 
2 May (RLa, m.ob.) was the earliest 
reported. Additional reports in Jeffer- 
son were singles on 3, 5-6, 10, and 14 
May. Fayette had singles reported on 
5-6 and 8-9 May. 2 in Bernheim For- 
est, Bullitt, 3 May (ph LyH). | singing 
male in Daviess, 7 May (HnH). 1 in 
Menifee, 8 May (RBo). 1 in Bath, 8, 12 
May (EmD, EmH, RBo). 2 in the Red 
River Gorge, Wolfe, 10 May (m.ob.). 2 
at Shaker Village, Mercer, 12 May (ph 
KyB). At least 9 were reported from 
their nesting range at Black Mountain, 
Harlan, 27-28 May (ph JW). Outside 
of Harlan the latest report was the 
above-mentioned 14 May report in 
Jefferson — an adult male at Douglass 
Hills (wr MY). 


Palm Warbler — Reported from 51 coun- 
ties. 1 at Bernheim Forest 1 April (wr 
ScD) was the earliest reported. 1 at 
Kenlake SRP, Marshall, 26 May (ph 
TaS) was the latest reported. 


Pine Warbler — Reported from 58 coun- 
ties. 


Yellow-rumped Warbler — Reported 
from 82 counties. The latest reports 
were 12-14 May (m.ob.). 


Yellow-throated Warbler — Reported 
from 74 counties. 1 at Long Point Unit 
on 30 March (MG) was the earliest re- 
ported, followed by multiple reports on 
31 March. 


Prairie Warbler— Reported from 62 coun- 
ties. The earliest reports were from E.P. 
“Tom” Sawyer SP, Jefferson, 12 April 
(PtP) and 1 at Cumberland Gap visitors 
center, Be//, 13 April (HnG). 


Black-throated Green Warbler — Re- 
ported from 48 counties. The earliest 


87 


88 


THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 


reported were singles on 30 March 
(m.ob.). 


Canada Warbler — Reported from 9 coun- 


ties. All included. The earliest reported 
singles in Todd, 2 May (DbH); at Pope 
Lick Park, Jefferson, 5 May (JW); and 
at Cherokee Park, 5 May (RLa). Jeffer- 
son also had reports of single birds at 
Cherokee Park on 9 and 13 May (BBC, 
PB, JB, CBz, AM, CB, m.ob.) and 19 
May (the latest reported for the season; 
JBa), and at Harrods Creek Park, 12 
May (WnA, BPB). Fayette had reports 
of 2 on 6 May (ChV, BrV2) and singles 
on 7 May (DvW) and 10 May (DPt). 
1 at Figett Bend, Hart, 7 May (JSo). 
1 at Muhlenberg County Rail Trail, 
Muhlenberg, 9 May (TG, ph SG). 1 
near Clear Creek Lake, Bath, 9 May 
(EmD, EmH, RBo). 2 at the Audubon 
Wetlands, 12 May (JLy, MiC). 1 in 
Kenton on 15 May (DvN). 1 in Scott, 
16 May (DL). 


Wilson’s Warbler — Reported from 14 


counties. | at Lexington Cemetery, Fay- 
ette, 22 April (CKAS/ASK, ph m.ob.) 
was the earliest reported. Singles at 
Seneca Park, Jefferson, 22 May (BWo) 
and Watkins Park, Henderson, 24 May 
(PmG) were the latest reported. 


Scarlet Tanager — Reported from 59 


counties. A male at Cherokee Park 15 
April (RLa) was the first reported. 


Rose-breasted Grosbeak — Reported 


from 52 counties. A Murray State Uni- 
versity Ornithology Class reported an 
adult male at a feeder in Chestnut Park, 
Murray, Calloway, 12 March (wr ph 
WtG, m.ob.) for the earliest report of 
the season and the third earliest spring 
arrival on record. The Black Mountain 
area, Harlan, had singles on 27 May 
(KvC) and 28 May (JW). The latest 
reports outside of Harlan were 16-18 
May (m.ob.). 


Blue Grosbeak — Reported from 48 coun- 


ties. The earliest reports were 15 April 
(m.ob.). 


Indigo Bunting — Reported from 82 coun- 


ties. The first report was at E.P. “Tom” 
Sawyer SP, Jefferson, 12 April (PtP). 
90 along Sutton Road, Fulton, 4 May 
(BPB, CBz) and 95 at the Sloughs, 23 
May (JM) were the highest counts of 
the season. 


Dickcissel — Reported from 35 counties. 


2 at Open Pond 21 April (HC) were 
the earliest reported. 150 along Sutton 
Road 4 May (BPB, CBz) was the high- 
est count of the season. 
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Summer Tanager — Reported from 66 
counties. First reported 18 April (m.ob.). 


REFERENCES 


AOS 2018. Chesser, R. T., Burns, K. J., Cicero, C., Dunn, J. L., Kratter, A. W., Lovette, I. 
J., Rasmussen, P. C., Remsen, Jr., J. V., Rising, J. D., Stotz, D. F, Winger, B. M., and 
Winker, K. Fifty-ninth supplement to the American Ornithological Society’s Check-list 
of North American Birds. The Auk: Volume 135, 2018, pp. 798-813. 


[Available online at http://(www.americanornithologypubs. org/doi/pdf/10.1642/AUK-18- 
62.1 and as a download at checklist.aou.org/taxa/. ] 


eBird Basic Dataset. Version: EBD_relNov-2017. Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, New 
York. Nov 2017. 


[Downloaded 14 July 2018. Ref: ebd_US-KY_201803_201805_prv_relMay-2018.] 


Foreman, L. D. 1976a. Nest site and activity of an incubating Common Merganser in 
northwestern California. Calif. Fish Game no. 62:87-88. In Pearce et al. (below). 


Palmer-Ball, Jr., B. 2018. Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Kentucky, Second Edition 
(updated) The Kentucky Ornithological Society; June 2018; personal communication. 


Pearce, J., M. L. Mallory, and K. Metz (2015). Common Merganser (Mergus merganser), 


2018 


THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 


version 2.0. In The Birds of North America (A. F. Poole, Editor). Cornell Lab of Orni- 
thology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doiorg/10.2173/bna.442 


Urbanek, R. P. and J. C. Lewis (2015). Whooping Crane (Grus americana), version 2.0. In 
The Birds of North America (A. F. Poole, Editor). Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Ithaca, 


NY, USA. https://do1org/10.2173/bna.153 


Yandell, B. 2017. 17th Report of the Kentucky Bird Records Committee. The Kentucky 


Warbler, 93: 104-107. 


LOCATIONS (/talics indicate a county name.) 


Audubon SP = John James Audubon SP, 
Henderson 


Audubon Wetlands = John James Audubon 
SP, Audubon Wetlands Trail (Wolf Hills 
Road), Henderson 


Bad Branch = Bad Branch 


Barkley Dam, Lyon/Livingston (unless 
otherwise noted) 


Barren River Lake, Allen/Barren (unless 
otherwise noted) 


Beckley Creek Park, e. Jefferson 


Bernheim Forest = Bernheim Arboretum and 
Research Forest, Bullitt (unless otherwise 
noted) 


Calvert City, Marshall 
Cave Run Lake, Bath/Rowan 


Cherokee Park (includes Nettleroth Bird 
Sanctuary), Louisville, Jefferson 


Clarks River NWR, Marshall 

DBNEF = Daniel Boone National Forest 
Douglass Hills, e. Jefferson 

Hickman, Fulton 


Hickman Bottoms = Mississippi River 
bottomlands; “upper” and “lower” are n. 
and s. of Hickman, Fulton 


Jacobson Park = Reservoir #4 at Jacobson 
Park, Lexington, Fayette 


KY = Kentucky 


KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/ 
Marshall 


KY Dam Village = Kentucky Dam Vil- 
lage SRP, Marshall 


KY Lake = Kentucky Lake, Calloway/ 
Marshall/Trigg 


LBL = Land Between the Lakes National 
Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 


Lexington, Fayette 


Lexington Cemetery, Lexington, Fayette 


Long Point = KY portion of the Long 
Point Unit, Reelfoot NWR, Fulton 


Louisville, Jefferson 
m.ob. = multiple observers 


Mammoth Cave = Mammoth Cave Na- 
tional Park, Edmonson (unless other- 
wise noted) 


McElroy Lake, s. Warren 


Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, s. 
Jefferson 


Midway Church Road, Fulton 


Morgan Pond = cluster of transient ponds, 
including Morgan Pond along KY 117, 
s. Christian 


NWR = National Wildlife Refuge 


Open Pond, Lower Hickman Bottoms, w. 
Fulton 


RA = Recreation Area 


Sauerheber = Sauerheber Unit, Sloughs 
WMA, Henderson 


Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit, Peabody 
WMA, Muhlenberg 


Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson 
SNP = State Nature Preserve 
SP / SRP = State Park / State Resort Park 


Spindletop = University of Kentucky 
Spindletop Research Farm, Lexington, 
Fayette 

Surrey Hills Farm, ne. Jefferson 

Sutton Road = levee road along Missis- 
sippi River, Lower Hickman Bottoms, 
w. Fulton 

UK = University of Kentucky, Lexington, 
Fayette 


WMA = Wildlife Management Area 
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FIELD NOTES 
Snowy Owl Invasion, Winter 2017-2018 


The winter season of 2017-2018 saw a record number of Snowy Owls (Bubo scandiaca) 
reported in Kentucky. The presence of birds here was part of a significant irruption into the 
central and northeastern United States. Late in October of 2017, Snowy Owls began appearing 
in southern Canada and the north-central United States (eBird data). By late November birds 
had been reported as far south as southern Illinois, southern Indiana, southwest Ohio, Virginia, 
and North Carolina (eBird data). During December, birds continued to appear in new locales, 
but Kentucky ended up lying along the southern margin of the flight, and although new reports 
continued to surface through the late winter and early spring of 2018, only a few Snowy Owls 
were reported south of Kentucky (eBird data). 


By the season’s end, confirmed Snowy Owl sightings were reported from the following 
Kentucky counties: Boone (2), Gallatin, Jefferson, Jessamine, and Taylor. Two additional 
reports that I deem “provisional” originated in Bullitt County and Union County. This is 
more than double the previous number of Snowy Owls reported in any previous invasion 
year; social media certainly played a role in so many reports coming to light. A summary of 
the reports is included below. 


The first Snowy Owl to be reported in Kentucky came via a report on the Kentucky Birders 
Facebook Group. A bird that fit plumage characters of an immature male was reportedly 
photographed near Waverly, Union County, 30 November 2017. Attempts to contact the 
photographer have been unsuccessful. This owl was 
not reported until late in the season, and the only 
known date of occurrence was the original date of 
discovery. Because details of the report were not able 
to be confirmed through direct communication with 
the reporter, this record is considered provisional. 


There were two reports in the immediate vicinity of 
downtown Louisville, Jefferson County, during early 
to mid-December. The first was another possible 
immature male that was photographed while perched 
on a ledge on the side of St. Boniface Church, East 
Liberty Street, by a postal carrier delivering mail. The 
date(s) of observation are not completely clear, but it 
appears the bird was present at least 7-10 December 
2017 (fide J. Wheat, pers. comm. with staff of St. 
Boniface Church and Liberty Green). 


Subsequently, on 19 December 2017, an immature 
male Snowy Owl was picked up injured near the 
western terminus of I-71, just east of downtown 
Louisville and less than a mile from the St. Boniface 
sighting. It is unknown if this was the same 
individual, but it was taken to Raptor Rehabilitation 
of Kentucky (RROKIJ), where it eventually recovered 
from injuries. The bird was taken to Wisconsin in the 
spring of 2018 and successfully released. 


Snowy Owl on St. Boniface Church, 
Jefferson, 17 December 2017 
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Snowy Owl, Gallatin, 13 December 2017, Jamie Baker 


Late on the afternoon of 13 December 2017, I found a probable immature male at the 
Kentucky Speedway znear Sparta, Gallatin County. Reports were posted on the state listserv 
and BIRDKY. A few additional individuals were able to see the bird before dark, but despite 
searches for it during subsequent days, it was not seen again. 


It appears that at least two Snowy Owls were observed at the Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky 
International Airport (CVG), Boone County, during the season. The first was observed by 
David Houser from an arriving airline flight 20 December 2017. Probably this same owl 
was relocated by Bill Hull 24 December 2017 (eBird report). It was also seen by the author 
and others on 25 December 2017, and it was seen until at least 2 January 2018. It appeared 
in all respects to be consistent with being another immature male, with noticeable, but not 
extensive black barring on the upperparts. A second individual based on different plumage 
was photographed at CVG on 21 January 2018 by Thomas Compton, who works on the 
airport facility and reported the observation to the Cincinnati Birders Facebook Group. 
What was probably the same bird was subsequently seen by numerous observers through 
8 February 2018 (eBird reports). On 6 March 2018, Compton photographed likely the same 
bird at CVG. This individual’s white face was much more obviously framed by dark barring 
on the crown, neck, and breast (Bill Hull, eBird data/photograph), and it was more likely an 
immature female. 
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Snowy Owl, Boone, 30 January 2018 Snowy Owl, gue 2 January 2018 
Cassandra Crawford Jeffrey Sole 


Another immature male was found by Ben Riffell outside of Wilmore, Jessamine County, 
31 December 2017, and subsequently reported to Kyle Bixler, who forwarded the report 
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to the Kentucky Birders Facebook Group. The bird remained in the immediate vicinity 
through 2 January 2018. Unfortunately, this individual was found dead on the morning of 
3 January 2018. Necropsy was performed by RROKI and the bird was found to be severely 
malnourished. 


On 20 March 2018, a report by residents who live along Owl Creek Road n. of Campbellsville, 
Taylor County, was related to Kentucky Ornithological Society member Lloyd Curry, by 
Tommy Cave. Those two visited the location that same day and photographed the owl, yet 
another immature male. Conversations with local residents indicated that the bird had showed 
up during mid-January, and, in fact, a photograph had been posted to Facebook by Mike 
Dudgeon during that time. Many birders were able to enjoy seeing this bird for a few weeks. 
Although it is unclear how long the bird lingered in the area, it was seen through at least 10 
April 2018 (fide Nonnie Campbell, BIRDKY post). 


The final Snowy Owl report in Kentucky during the season involved a bird reportedly 
photographed along Knob Creek Road, Bullitt County. This individual was very white 
and could have been a second-year or older male. According to a Facebook post, the owl 
was present 17 April 2018, but the report came to light secondhand, and the post did not 
identify the photographer or include contact information. As with the Union County report 
above, because first-hand details could not be obtained from the reporter, this record is also 
considered provisional. 


— Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., 8207 Old Westport Road, Louisville, KY, 40222. 


Snowy Owl, TJaylor, 30 March 2018, Victor Stoll 
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Average # of species reported in Kentucky each day 
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For example, an average Kentucky day during the week of 6-12 May 2018 tallied a combined total 
of almost 40 identified warbler and vireo species. (eBird data summarized by week) — Ben Yandell 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award 


The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor 
the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her 
husband Wendell made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund. html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, 
or in writing. Scholarship applications are due by May | each year, however grants will be 
subject to ABA camp’s space availability. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 

The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 


scott.marsh@twc.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 

The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http:// 
birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 
kate.slankard ZOV. 
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1. Eared Grebe — Russell, 20 March 2018, Lyle Bontrager; 2. Marbled Godwits — Marshall, 30 April 2018, Jeremy 

Teague; 3. White-winged Dove — Hopkins, 21 May 2018, Beverly Carrico; 4. Brown-headed Nuthatch — Marshall, 
4 March 2018, Tammy Vied Smith; 5. Virgina Rail — Jefferson, 12 April 2018, Thom Barnell; 6. Ruddy Turnstone 
— Logan, 16 May 2018, Frank Lyne; 7. Common Merganser with ducklings — Jackson, 20 April 2018, Diana Piep 
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THE COVER 


We thank Ray Bontrager for his photograph of the Brown-headed Nuthatch (Sitta pusilla) 
taken in Laurel County, 9 June 2018. 
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Kentucky Ornithological Society 
Fall Meeting 
Pine Mountain State Resort Park 
14-16 September 2018 


Friday, 14 September 


1:30 p.m. A field trip to the Appalachian Wildlife Center, led by David Ledford (CEO of 
The Appalachian Wildlife Foundation), left the lodge. Fourteen people went on this trip. The 
Appalachian Wildlife Center is a 12,000-acre area including forested land, reclaimed strip 
mines, and ponds being developed to offer outdoor recreational opportunities and ecotourism 
in the area. 


5:30 p.m. Registration — Steve and Janet Kistler filled in for Lee McNeely who could not 
make the meeting. 


7:00 p.m. Jeff Sole, President, called the Friday evening meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. He 
had Board members stand and introduce themselves. Rebecca Bates announced the 2019 
Spring meeting will be at Audubon State Park in April. Jeff mentioned that Steve Kistler has 
updated the KOS web page and that James Wheat manages the Facebook page. Jeff reminded 
members that KOS fosters bird conservation and listed several activities in support of this 
goal, such as a small research grant program, The Burt Monroe Avian Research Fund and 
another, the Kingsolver Fund, to support young birders attendance at national bird camps. 


The evening meeting presentations began with Steve Kistler’s bird quiz, always an enjoyable 
event testing members’ identification skills. Because the featured speaker cancelled due to 
weather related to Hurricane Florence, Blaine Ferrell’s talk was moved to the Saturday evening 
meeting. Jeff Sole announced the field trips for Saturday. Next Tommy Quarles presented his 
trips to Audubon’s Hog Island, Maine bird camp and to Alaska. He recounted his itinerary 
and presented pictures of the birds he saw. He also learned how to prepare study skins of 
birds. A highlight in Maine was his trip to Easter Egg Rock where he observed nesting birds 
from a blind. In Alaska, he traveled to Anchorage, Denali, Seward and other areas. Carol 
Besse gave a talk “Trogons and Hummers and Lovebirds, Oh My!”, birds from southeastern 
Arizona. The trip started in Phoenix and progressed to Madera Canyon, Coronado National 
Forest, Santa Cruz River-Tumacacori, Saguaro National Park, Mt Lemmon, Incinerator 
Ridge, Ash Canyon B&B, San Pedro River, Lake Cochise-Wilcox, Cave Creek Canyon, and 
Portal. All photos were taken by Pam Spaulding. Next Pam Spaulding presented her “Quest 
for a Nemesis Bird.” Her nemesis was the Belted Kingfisher, because it is very hard to obtain 
good pictures of them. She ended her presentation with a beautiful series of Kentucky birds 
and scenery set to music. Jeff reiterated the field trips for Saturday. Steve Kistler mentioned 
he had several binoculars people could borrow. The evening meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m. 
followed by a social time. 


Saturday, 15 September 


Zak Danks (KDFWR) led a trip to Kentucky Ridge State Forest. The group followed 
Davisburg Road through the forest. Zak informed participants about the KDFWR Ruffed 
Grouse and Early Successional Songbird Habitat Management Plan. 


Jeff Sole led a group on a trip to Kingdom Come State Park and Little Shepherd Trail. 
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Steve Kistler led a walk for beginners near the lodge and along Clear Creek Trail. 


Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., led a trip to Black Mountain in search of warblers, especially the 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, and Common Ravens. 


Steve Kistler led a walk near the lodge for wild flowers. 
James Wheat led a trip to Davisburg Trail at Kentucky Ridge State Forest and Chenoa Lake. 
Jeff Sole led a walk along the Clear Creek Rail Trail at Pine Mountain State Park. 


Evening meeting 


Jeff Sole opened the meeting at 7:03 p.m. Jeff Sole led the business meeting covering an 
overview of KOS ongoing activities. Carol Besse requested nominations of young people 
who could attend the summer bird camps via the Kingsolver Fund. Jeff mentioned that 
teachers may be able to help identify students. Dona Coates told members about a birding 
trip to Cuba. Those interested needed to talk with her after the meeting. Jeff Sole mentioned 
the Appalachian Wildlife Center would be available for a field trip on Sunday. David Ledford 
would meet those interested at 8:00 a.m. Sunday morning. 


Jeff had Rebecca Bates and Ben Yandell introduce proposed bylaw changes. Ben went over 
the changes to the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (K BRC) bylaw section. Blaine Ferrell 
moved approval and Carol Besse seconded the motion. The motion passed by a voice vote of 
members present. Rebecca Bates introduced bylaw changes regarding special funds, merging 
them under a common title, Grants Funds, that include all special funds. All funds will still 
be advertised separately in the Warbler and accounted for separately. Blaine Ferrell moved 
approval of the motion, James Wheat seconded the motion. After a short discussion, the 
motion passed by voice vote. 


Jeff then introduced the proposed slate of officers for the annual election as follows: President, 
Jeff Sole; Vice-President, James Wheat; Treasurer, Steve Kistler; Recording Secretary, Linda 
Craiger; Corresponding Secretary, Carol Besse; and Councillors (three-year terms), Clay 
Bliznick, and Mary Yandell. Also, Jennifer Snyder will fill out the unexpired term of James 
Wheat (2017-2020) as Councillor. Blaine Ferrell moved for approval of the slate of officers 
as presented. Valerie Brown seconded the motion, and it passed on a voice vote. 


Jeff mentioned Brown-headed Nuthatches were at the London USFS District Office and 
offered a field trip to the Levi Jackson State Park and that members might want to organize 
a field trip to see them. Blaine Ferrell tallied birds from field trips. A total of 86 species were 
observed by members Friday and Saturday. 


The featured presentation “American Bird Conservancy” by Holly Robertson (ABC Staff) was 
cancelled because she could not attend the meeting due to hurricane Florence. Blaine Ferrell 
discussed “Attracting Birds in the Backyard”, emphasizing the importance of a running water 
feature in attracting birds that normally are not attracted to feeders. Carol Besse presented 
slides of beautiful birds observed on her trip to Belize in December 2107. She indicated 
it is a great place for an international birding trip. All photographs were provided by Tom 
Stephenson and Scott Whittle. 


Jeff Sole adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. The meeting was followed by social time. 
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Fall KOS Meeting Bird List 
Pine Mountain State Resort Park and Area 
14-16 September 2018 


It was mostly sunny to partly cloudy Friday and Saturday with drizzle on Sunday and daytime 
temperatures in the mid 80’s. The following birds were observed by members on Friday and 
Saturday: Canada Goose, Mallard, Wild Turkey, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Chimney 
Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Double-crested Cormorant, 
Great Blue Heron, Black Vulture, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Eastern Screech- 
Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, Great Crested Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, 
Acadian Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed 
Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Carolina Chickadee, 
Tufted Titmouse, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Carolina Wren, Blue-gray Gnat- 
catcher, Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson’s Thrush, Wood Thrush, 
American Robin, Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, Northern Mockingbird, European Starling, 
Cedar Waxwing, House Sparrow, American Goldfinch, Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, 
Song Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Ovenbird, Worm-eating Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, 
Black-and-white Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Kentucky Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, 
Hooded Warbler, American Redstart, Cape May Warbler, Northern Parula, Magnolia Warbler, 
Bay-breasted Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, 
Pine Warbler, Yellow-throated Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, 
Wilson’s Warbler, Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted 
Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting. 


The total species tally was 86. 


2018 Fall meeting attendance list: 
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Spotted Sandpiper — McCreary, 16 July 2018 
Sharon Reeve 


2018 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 103 


The Summer Season, June - July 2018 
Ben Yandell 


As was the case in May, the overall average temperature for the season was warmer than 
average (by 2.3 degrees Fahrenheit; 1.3 degrees Celsius). June was 3.6 degrees Fahrenheit (2.0 
degrees Celsius) warmer, and July was near the average, warmer by 0.9 degrees Fahrenheit 
(0.5 degrees Celsius). Louisville had its 5th and Bowling Green had its 9th warmest June on 
record. Precipitation totals for both months were very close to average. (Based on National 
Weather Service monthly averages in Louisville, Lexington, Bowling Green, Paducah, and 
Jackson compared to 1981-2010 averages and all-time records. ) 


Review species reported for the season were BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK, 
BROWN PELICAN, and a new location for BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH. Other 
noteworthy reports include continuing Common Merganser (see this issue’s Field Note on the 
state’s first confirmed nesting), Horned Grebe, Common Moorhen, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 
Bachman’s Sparrow, and Lawrence’s Warbler. 


Publication of any unusual sightings in eBird or in this seasonal report does not imply that 
these reports have been accepted for inclusion in the official list of Kentucky birds. Reports 
of rare and out-of-season birds should be accompanied by written and, whenever possible, 
photographic documentation for review by the Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC). 
Decisions regarding the official Kentucky list are made by the KBRC and are reported 
periodically in The Kentucky Warbler. The most recent KBRC decisions are reported later 
in this issue. 


Details of many of the following reports were posted at the time on birdky and are available 
at eBird.org. June-July eBird reports covered 110 of Kentucky’s 120 counties, totaled 181 
species, 470 reporting observers, about 4,420 reports, 59,800 lines of data, 1,132 unduplicated 
attached photographs or audio files, and 196,000 individual birds reported (eliminating 
duplicate counts by groups and entries with an “x” instead of a number). Entering observations 
in eBird increases their value for later research and gives the best assurance that observations 
are included here. Other methods do not have data quality checks and require others to do 
the data entry. 


Note: eBird recently changed its policy on the availability of birder names. Due to that 
change and to multiple individuals (for example, couples) using the same eBird account, the 
following summary may misidentify observers and roles. 


The following highlights summarize locations, dates, and observer initials. Documentation 
method may be noted as follows: wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = video 
recording, and aud = audio recording. Species order is based on AOS 2018. Comments about 
previous Kentucky bird records rely on the Annotated Checklist and updates (Palmer-Ball 
2018). 


BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK sporadically through the season after a 
— Three locations. The first two listed pair observed there during the spring 
have been accepted by KBRC; the third (JmL, MkL, later ph PHs). 
is pending review. | at in Barren 30 June 


(wr LCr). 4 in Simpsonville, Shelby; Snow Goose — One report. | at Pfeiffer Fish 


beginning 30 June and with scattered Sie Franklin, 2 June (ph RbC, DbC, 
reports continuing through the season ph PmG). 


(JLu, TFz, ph JSo, wr ph JW, m.ob.). | Mute Swan — 2 adults and 4 cygnets at Race 
at New Concord, LBL, Calloway, seen Track Road, Campbell, 6 July (wr LnW). 
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Blue-winged Teal and ducklings — Christian, 28 June 2018 
Sharon Armold 


Blue-winged Teal — An active summer for 
this species, which has a State Breeding 
Status of Threatened. Reported from 5 
counties. Continued through the season 
and nested at Morgan Pond (m.ob.); 
multiple broods and as many as 43 young 
reported in the area beginning in late 
June (ph JoH, m.ob.). 1 a few miles east 
in Todd, 14 July (ph ShA, ph JoH). 1 
male continued at Melco 5 June (BPB). 1 
male at McElroy Lake 8 June (JSo), and 
2 males and 5 females at nearby Chaney 
Lake, Warren, 23 June (ph CBz), with 1 
there 14 July (ph ShA, ph JoH). A male 
and female at Spindletop, Fayette, 23 June 
(ph LsC, DSv). 


Lesser Scaup — Jefferson, 4 July 2018 
James Wheat 


Northern Shoveler — 1 male at Chaney 
Lake, Warren, 23 June (CBz). 


Gadwall — All reports included. Male and 
female at Spindletop on 2 and 23 June 
(ph DSv, LsC). 3 females at Chaney Lake, 
Warren, 23 June (CBz). 1 in Christian, 25 
July (ph ShA). 


Green-winged Teal — 1 still present at 
Jacobson Park, Fayette, 1 June (ph TrN, 
KHo). 


Canvasback — One report. 1 at Morgan Pond 
1 June (ph ShA, ph JoH). 


Redhead — 1 very late at General James 
Taylor Park (Mouth of Licking River), 
Campbell, 17 June (wr ph BnB). 


Ring-necked Duck — Single males at Blue 
Grass Army Depot, Madison, 3 June (ph 
MkP) and Chaney Lake, Warren, 23 June 
(CBz). 


Lesser Scaup — Three locations. 1 at 
Ashland Park in Louisville 9 June (wr ph 
MiC) and 4 July (wr ph JW). 1 continued 
at KY Dam, Marshall, 9 June (ph TaS). 1 
in Christian, 22 June (wr ph SBe). 


Hooded Merganser — Reported from 6 
counties: Christian, Fulton, Henderson, 
Jefferson, Madison, and Trigg. 1-2 at 
Morgan Pond on 1 June and 13-28 June 
(ph ShA, ph JoH). Up to 15 at Horseshoe 
Road through the season. Ducklings 
noted at Horseshoe Road (ph CC) and 
Caperton Swamp, Louisville, Jefferson 
(anonymous). 


Common Merganser — See article this 
issue. The remarkable series of reports 
of nesting continued from the Rockcastle 
River in eastern KY. Adult female with 6 
young 18 June at Skegg Creek, Rockcastle 
(ph DvF). 9 continued in Jackson, 23 June, 
with 4 there 25 June (both dates ph DP1). 


Red-breasted Merganser — 1 at KY Dam, 
Marshall, 9 June (ph TaS) was the only 
report. 


2018 


Ruddy Duck — | at Morgan Pond on 2 July 
(ph ShA, ph JoH). 


Pied-billed Grebe — State Breeding Status: 
Endangered. Reported from 4 counties. 1-4 
continued through the season at Morgan 
Pond, Christian, (ph ShA, ph JoH). 2 adults 
and 5 young at Chaney Lake, Warren, 23 
June (CBz). 1 at Lexington Reservoir 
4, Fayette, 22 July (ph ROC, DSv). 1 at 
Three Springs Church, Warren, 23 July 
(ph RcS). 1 at Barren Lake, Barren, 24-29 
July (ph RcS, LCr). 


Horned Grebe — Very rare in summer. | 
at Kenlake SRP, Marshall, 17-18 June 
(AnX) and likely the same bird 2 miles s. 
in Calloway, 22 June (ph TQ). 


WHITE-WINGED DOVE -— Accepted by 
KBRC. 1 at Midway, Woodford, 2-3 June 
(wr ph BCx). Kentucky has had about 20 
occurrences of this species, with annual 
occurrence since 2011. 


Black-necked Stilt — Christian, 3 June 2018 
Sharon Arnold 
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Black-billed Cuckoo — Rare in summer, | 
heard on a Breeding Bird Survey stop in 
Henry, 16 June (wr JW). 


Chuck-will’s-widow — Reported from 8 
counties: Allen, Calloway, Edmonson, 
Hart, Jefferson, Lincoln, Nelson, and 
Whitley. 2 along Harrison Fork Road, 
Nelson, 11 July (BPB, LMc) were the 
latest reported. 


Eastern Whip-poor-will— Reported through 
the season; 8 counties: Franklin, Hart, 
Jackson, Muhlenberg, Nelson, Oldham, 
Powell, and Rockcastle. 


Ruby-throated Hummingbird —- A 
remarkable 50 were reported at Sympson 
Farm, Warren, 17 July (ph RcS). 


Virginia Rail— 1 at Muck Lake, Muhlenberg, 
23 June — 13 July (TG, SG, m.ob.). 


Common Gallinule — The only report was 
of 1 at the Sloughs 18 June (ph CC). 


American Coot — All reports included; all 
singles. Doe Run Lake Park, Kenton, 6 
June (RC); Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln, 20 
June (wr ph TrN); in Christian 3-4 miles 
west of Morgan pond, 23 June (wr SBe); 
and a month later at Morgan Pond on 26 
July (ph JoH). 


Black-necked Stilt — Reported from only 
two locations and only in June. 3-4 at 
Morgan Pond on 1-9 June, and 2 there 19 
June (ph ShA, ph JoH). 2 along the levee 
in Fulton, 9 June (JSo). 


American Avocet — The only report was of 1 
at Frogue Pond, Todd, 21 July (JBy). 


Semipalmated Plover — A few lingered into 
early June (m.ob.). 1 early returning bird 
at the Sloughs on 19 July (ph CC). 


Stilt Sandpiper — The only report was of 3-4 
in Christian, 25 July (ph ShA, ph JoH). 


Dunlin — 2 at McElroy Lake 1 June (wr TD) 
were the only ones reported. 


Least Sandpiper — Reported from 12 
counties. 5 at Morgan Pond on 1 June, 
with 1 there 3 June (JoH, ShA). Earliest 
report of returning birds, 1 at Melco 5 
July (BPB). Beginnning the second week 
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of July, returning flocks were reported at 
multiple locations (m.ob.). 


White-rumped Sandpiper — Reported from 
4 counties. An unusually large group 
for Louisville, 25 were at Melco 2 June 
(BPB), with 2 there on 6 June. 3 on 2 June 
(ph JSo) and 1 on 9 June (ph RD) at Minor 
Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan. Up to 6 at 
Morgan Pond, Christian, 3-25 June (wr 
ph ShA, JoH). 1 at Higgenbothem Pond, 
Wayne, 11 June (wr RB). 


Pectoral Sandpiper — Reported from 8 
counties. 1 at Morgan Pond on 3 June 
(ph ShA, ph JoH) was the last of the 
spring migrants reported. First reports of 
returning birds were in mid-July (m.ob.). 


Semipalmated Sandpiper — Reported from 
6 counties; all included. 20 at Morgan 
Pond, Christian, 1 June (ph ShA, JoH), 
with up to 5 there 3-18 June, and 1-2 in the 
area on 23 July (JoH). Up to 15 at Melco 
2-11 June (BPB, m.ob.) and 1 likely 
southbound migrant 19 July (wr BPB). 4 
on 2 June (JSo) and 11 on 9 June (ph RD) 
at Minor Clark Fish Hatchery, Rowan. 8 at 
Horseshoe Road 6 June (ph CC) and 2-3 
at the Sloughs, Henderson, 19-23 July (ph 
CC). 2 at Higgenbothem Pond, Wayne, 11 
June (wr RB). Up to 4 at Hays Kennedy 
Park, Jefferson, beginning 22 July (PB, 
JB). 4 at Lake 9, Fulton, 25 July (HC). 


Short-billed Dowitcher — 1 at Horseshoe 
Road 15 July (TrN, CBz) was the only 
report. 


American Woodcock — Two reports. 2 in 
Pulaski 25 June (JmP). 1 at Taylor Fork 
Ecological Area, Madison, 17 July (ph 
KvF, ph C&TM). 


Spotted Sandpiper — Reported from 18 
counties, usually 1-2 birds, with no 
obvious gap in dates (m.ob.). 


Solitary Sandpiper — Reported from 13 
counties. No June reports. 1 at Lake 
Number 9, Fulton, 3 July (JP, HC) was the 
earliest reported. 


Lesser Yellowlegs — Reported from 4 
counties; no June report. Earliest reports 
were 1 at Melco 9 July (BPB), 2 at 
Horseshoe Road 10 July (CC), and 2 at 
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Morgan Pond on 11 July (JoH). 


Greater Yellowlegs — All reports included. 1 
at Melco 5 June (ph BPB). 2 at Horseshoe 
Road 6 June (ph CC). | at the Sloughs 
on 8 June (ph CC). 1 at Sand Slough, 
Henderson, 9 July (KM). 1 at Morgan 
Pond on 13 July (JoH). 1 at Hays Kennedy 
Park, Jefferson, 20 July (JBa). 


Ring-billed Gull— Reported from 5 counties. 
After singles at Barkley Dam, Lyon, 2 
June (ph TaS) and at LBL Nature Station, 
Trigg, 6 June (RJS), the next reports were 
scattered reports in LBL, beginning in late 
June and continuing through the season 
(m.ob.). 


Least Tern — Reported from 5 counties; all 
reports included. Fulton reports continued 
through early July (m.ob.), including the 
highest count of the season, 30 along the 
Mississippi River n. of Hickman 10 June 
(JSo, m.ob.). 2 at Haddox Ferry Boat 
Ramp, Marshall, 6-7 June (ph TaS). 1 at 
Rockport Ferry Rd, Maceo, Daviess, 20 
June (wr BY). With birds last reported in 
late May, Henderson reports began again 
with 1 at Horseshoe Road 23 June (CC) 
and then occasional reports through July 
(KM, CC, TrN, CBz). 1 at Smithland Dam, 
Livingston, 14 July (CBz, TrN). Nesting 
season summary. Kentucky’s nesting 
Least Terns are part of the endangered 
Interior Least Tern population. The 
following excerpt and table summarize 
data provided by the KDFWR (Constance 
Powell, personal communication, 29 Nov- 
ember 2018). In recent summers, KDFWR 
technicians have posted the sandbars as no- 
entry, monitored the nests, and collected 
data. As in previous years, summer 2018 
had an estimated 1000 nesting pairs using 
Kentucky sandbars. Nesting was docu- 
mented at three sites, beginning 7, 8, and 
20 June. Results were as follows: 


outcome # nests % of total 
success: at least 1 chick Hap 6.1% 
unknown outcome 7 1.9% 
failure: storms, flooding 146 40.6% 
failure: rising river level 56 15.6% 
failure: predator* 26 7.2% 
failure: cause unknown 103 28.6% 
total nests monitored 360 = =6100.0% 


*Predators were 24 eagle or other avian, I coyote, 
and I unknown. 
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18-20 June: Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln (GfR, ph RD, ph JkE) 
30 June, ne. of Nashville, TN 

6 July: Taylorsville Lake, Spencer (DgD via BPB) 

19 July: downtown [!] Lexington, Fayette (ph KRS) 

22 July: Ohio River at Portsmouth, OH 

11-12 August: Lake Peewee, Hopkins (vd CBz, ph JBa) 

S. Illinois had reports beginning 18 August and continuing. 


mmoOOW > 


Caspian Tern — All reports included. The 139 at Adkins Swamp, Peabody WMA, 
last June reports were | on 7 June (wr TB, Muhlenberg, 23 June (TG, ph SG). 
RLa) and 6 on 11 June (wr SvB, SsW) at 
the Falls of the Ohio, and 2 at KY Lake, 
Calloway, 16 June (wr TQ). After a one- 
month hiatus, 1 at Crappie Hollow (Blood 
River), Calloway, 15 July (HC), 1-2 at or 
near the Falls of the Ohio 25-31 July (TB, 
RLa, m.ob.), and 2 at Taylorsville Lake, 
Anderson, 29 July (TrN, CBz). 


Black Tern — All reports included. 1 at 
McElroy Lake on 1 June (TD). 1 along 
the Mississipp1 River n. of Hickman on 10 
June (wr JSo, m.ob.). 2 at Morgan Pond on 
22-23 June (BPB, wr ph ShA, JoH). 1 in 
Hickman, Fulton, 3 July (wr HC, JP). 


Brown Pelican — Fayette, 19 July 2018 


Forster’s Tern — | at Barren Lake Dam, Kelly Robbins Stone 
Barren, 29 July (ph RcS) was the only 
ESPON BROWN PELICAN — Accepted by 
Common Loon — Two reports. 1 at Fagan KBRC, becoming one of fewer than 10 
Branch Lake, Marion, 7 June (ph JSo). 1 occurrences of the species in the state. It 
at Cedar Creek Lake, Lincoln, 23 June (wr is unclear whether this year’s reports all 
ph TrN). refer to the same bird. The map shows 


; ; ; locations in chronological order, noting 
7 counties. Christian, Fulton, Henderson, locations outside Kentucky and shows 


Lyon, Marshall, Muhlenberg, and Trigg. dates after the range covered by this 
The season’s highest reported count was seasonal report. 
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Least Bittern — State Breeding Status: 
Threatened. All reports included. 
Continued and nested at the Sinclair Unit, 
Muck Lake, Muhlenberg, 17 June - 15 July 
(PS, ph PB, JB, m.ob.); juveniles observed 
beginning 7 July (TG, ph SG). 


Least Bittern fledgling — Muhlenberg, 8 July 2018 
Steve Graham 


Great Egret — Reported from 26 counties. 
Peak counts include an estimated 150 at 
the Sloughs 21 July ph CC) and 238 ina 
flooded field near Interstate 24, Christian, 
25 July (JyW, ph ShA, JoH). 


Snowy Egret — Reported from 7 counties: 
Calloway, Christian, Franklin, Fulton, 
Jefferson, Muhlenberg, and Trigg. 


Little Blue Heron — Reported from Barren, 
Calloway, Christian, and Trigg. 


Cattle Egret — Reported from 5 counties: 
Calloway, Christian, Jefferson, Lyon, and 
Trigg. 4 occupied nests on Shippingport 
Island, Louisville, 20 June (BPB). “[Four] 
active Cattle Egret nests mixed in with 
several Great Egret nests. Cattle Egrets 
nested on Shippingport Island 1984- 
1988, but abandoned the site when the 
Black-crowneds moved out for unknown 
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reasons. All four nests appeared to be 
occupied with at least a couple of birds 
seemingly incubating.” 


Black-crowned Night-Heron — Reported 
from 10 counties: Allen, Boone, Clark, 
Fayette, Jefferson, Livingston, Lyon, 
Marshall, Shelby, and Trigg. 


Yellow-crowned Night-Heron — Reported 
from 5 counties: Fayette, Jefferson 
(nesting and juvenile birds reported), 
Marshall (including juvenile), Union, and 
Warren. 


Osprey — Reported from 19 counties. 


Northern Harrier — Reported from 4 
counties. All reports included. 1 adult 
male along I-64 near Shelbyville, Shelby, 
4 June (wr TyS, ThS). 1 adult male in 
Perry, 12 June (wr GRy). Adult male and 
female at Appalachian Wildlife Center, 
Bell, 14 June (DLd). 1 female in Barren, 3 
July (JnK, SK). 


Bald Eagle — Reported from 30 counties. 


Mississippi Kite — Reported from 14 
counties. Counties with reports of 10 
or more birds were Carlisle, Fulton, 
Marshall, and McCracken. In what has 
become the norm, successful nesting 


Mississippi Kite — Marshall, 8 July 2018 
Tammie Vied Smith 
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was reported again this year in Jefferson 
(m.ob.). 1 spent the season again at 
Veterans Park, Fayette (m.ob.). 


Broad-winged Hawk — 26 counties. 


Barn Owl — Reported from Muhlenberg, 
Ohio, and Harrison. 


Eastern Screech-Owl — 14 counties. 
Great Horned Owl — 8 counties. 


Peregrine Falcon — 5 counties: Campbell, 
Fayette, Franklin, Jefferson, and 
Livingston. 


Scissor-tailed Flycatcher — The only report 
was of an adult male along U.S. 68-80 
in Auburn, Logan, 23-26 June (PSw via 
TD). 


Willow Flycatcher — 21 counties. 


5 


afi fal ce i 
Loggerhead Shrikes — Jessamine, 2 June 2018 
Michael Callan 


Loggerhead Shrike — Reported from three 
counties. All reports included. Up to 5 
and confirmed young at Blue Grass Army 
Depot, Madison, through the season, 
including confirmation of a very late nest 
with four eggs, 24 July (ph C&TM). 2 
adults with a fledgling at Camp Nelson, 
Jessamine, 2 June (ph MiC, BBC); 1 on 
10 June (SyP); 2 on 16 June (DL, CKAS/ 
ASK, ph ROC); and 2 on 16 July (BE)). 
Fulton had reports of 4 near Midway 
Church Road, Fulton, on 2 June (McL) 
and | at State Line Road on 9 July (MG). 
2 at John Rivers Spur, Christian, 24 June 
(ph ShA). 
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Bell’s Vireo — Reported from 8 counties. 
Almost all reports from the Sinclair Unit, 
Muhlenberg, where reports continued 
through the season; 12 there on 1 June 
(TG, SG, NBr) was the season’s peak 
count. Adjacent Ohio had 1-2 reported 
24-30 June (CBz, JW, MiC). Up to 6 
reported through the season at Sandy Lee 
Watkins County Park, Henderson (CC, 
RbR). Isolated reports included 1 in the 
Mayfield Creek vicinity, Graves, 6 June 
(wr DSi); 1, a singing male, continued in 
Fulton, 19 June (MG); 1, a likely county 
first, at Bogle Road, Warren, 23 June (aud 
CBz); 1 at the KDFWR Office, McLean, 
28 June (wr RbR); and 2 at Ballard WMA, 
Ballard, 30 June (ph RC). 


Bell’s Vireo — Ballard, 30 June 2018 
Rodney Crice 


Blue-headed Vireo — 12 eastern counties. 


Common Raven — All reports included. 1 
at Yatesville Lake, Lawrence, 9 June (wr 
ZcH). 1 at Hwy. 519 at Popping Rock 
Boat Ramp, Rowan, 9 June (wr RD). 2 at 
Lilley Cornett Woods, Letcher, 15 June (wr 
KvF). 3 along Highway 932 in Letcher, 12 
July (TnBw). 


Purple Martin — An estimated 10,000 were 
in Jessamine, 22 July (SyP). 


Bank Swallow — Reported from 13 counties. 
500 at KY Mill Pond Road Swallows, 
Henderson, 28 July (CC). 


Red-breasted Nuthatch — Only report was 
of 1 heard at Red River Gorge, Wolfe, 1/7 
July (aud TyF, MtB, aud DL, TrN). 


BROWN-HEADED NUTHATCH — A new 
location for the state in Laure/ beginning 
15-18 May (SSd via RD) with multiple 
later reports of 5-7 birds through the 
season and confirmed nesting (ph RD, 
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ph DSv, m.ob.). 1 heard at the previously 
known location in Marshall, 9 July (TaS). 
KBRC has accepted reports from the new 
location. KBRC review not required at the 
Marshall location. 


Brown Creeper — Perhaps a lingering 
migrant, 1 heard along Lakeview Church 
Road, Cypress Creek, LBL, Marshall, 6 
June (LyB). 


Pine Siskin — Although several locations had 
reports well into May, there were only two 
counties with reports for the season, both 
in early June. 1 n. of Stanford, Lincoln, 6 
June (JkE). Natural Bridge SRP, Powell, 
had 2 at the lodge feeders 2 June (DSv, 
ph TyS, ThS) and 1 near Mill Creek Lake 
through 7 June (ph KSB). 


BACHMAN’S SPARROW — _ [KBRC 
review not required at this location. ] 2 ata 
restricted area in Fort Campbell, Trigg, 14 
July (a presumed pair carrying food; aud 
BPB, aud CBz, m.ob.) and 2 there 20 July 
(wr RkS, aud DMs). 


Lark Sparrow — Three locations. 2 at Tri 
City, Graves, 6 June (wr DSi). 1 w. of 
Murray, Calloway, 9 June (wr AnX). Up 
to 4 along McDonald Landing Road, 
Henderson, 18 June (ph CC), 10 July 
(CC), and 15 July (CBz, TrN). 


Savannah Sparrow — Spindletop had 2 on 2 
June (DSv, ph TyS) and 6 on 23 June (DSv, 
LsC). 1 in Hardin, 3 June (wr SnC). 


Grasshopper Sparrow — Fayette, 2 June 2018 
Tanya Smythe 


Grasshopper Sparrow — 29 counties. 


Henslow’s Sparrow — 16 counties. 
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White-throated Sparrow — Three reports 
of single birds. Waynesburg, Lincoln, 4 
June (wr NnK); a Breeding Bird Survey 
stop in Madison, 13 June (aud DL); and 
a singing male present for several days 
in Louisville, Jefferson, (24 June ph 
JeD). Summer reports have become more 
common for this species. 


White-throated Sparrow — Jefferson, 24 June 2018 
Jen Deleeuw 


Bobolink — Reported from 7 counties. All 
reports in June. Confirmed nesting and up 
to 25 at Camp Nelson, Jessamine (m.ob.). 
Madison also had several reports, typically 
of 4-5 birds (ph C&TM, ph JSo, ph JnA, 
m.ob.). Fayette had 1 singing at Talon 
Winery, 4 June (wr LsC), and 2 males 
along Mount Horeb Pike, Lexington, 12 
June (BSt). The remaining reports were 
as follows: 2 singing in Morgan, 9 June 
(RD); 1 male in She/by, 16 June (wr JW); 
1 male in Clark, 17 June (wr ROC); and 
1 singing in Mason, 23-24 June (wr CGr). 


Henslow’s Sparrow — Boyd, 2 July 2018 
Stratton Hatfield 
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Blue-winged Warbler — Reported from 17 
counties. 


Swainson’s Warbler — Reported from 10 
counties; most reports were from the Red 
River Gorge, Wolfe/Powell (m.ob.). Other 
eastern counties with reports include 
Elliott, Leslie, Letcher, McCreary, Mor- 
gan, and Pulaski. Singles were reported 
from the LBL counties of Trigg, 5 June 
(KvC) and Marshall,10 July (HC, m.ob.). 


We 


Swainson’s Warbler — Powell, 2 June 2018 
Tanya Smythe 
Golden-winged Warbler — The only reports Dickcissel — Reported from 46 counties. 
were a total of 4 and a Lawrence’s 
Warbler (hybrid) from a monitoring 
program in Harlan, 6 June (LoT, SBk). 


Cerulean Warbler — Reported from 15 
counties. Last reports were early July. 
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Warbling Vireo on nest — Fayette, 1 June 2018 
Teresa Noel 
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LOCATIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (J/talics indicate a county name.) 

DBNF = Daniel Boone National Forest 

Falls of the Ohio, Jefferson 

Hickman, Fulton 

Horseshoe Road, Henderson 

KDFWR = Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources 

KY = Kentucky 

KY Dam = Kentucky Dam, Livingston/Marshall 

LBL = Land Between the Lakes National Recreation Area, Lyon/Trigg 

Lexington, Fayette 

Louisville, Jefferson 

m.ob. = multiple observers 

McElroy Lake, s. Warren 

Melco = Melco Flood Retention Basin, s. Jefferson 

Morgan Pond = cluster of transient ponds, including Morgan Pond along KY 117, 
s. Christian 

Sinclair Unit = Sinclair Unit, Peabody WMA, Muhlenberg 

Sloughs = Sloughs WMA, Henderson 

SNP = State Nature Preserve 

SP/ SRP = State Park / State Resort Park 

Spindletop = University of Kentucky Spindletop Research Farm, Lexington 

WMA = Wildlife Management Area 


Green Heron, Henderson, 18 June 2018 
Kevin Palmer 
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18™ REPORT OF THE KENTUCKY BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE 
Ben Yandell, KBRC Secretary 


The Kentucky Bird Records Committee (KBRC) is a standing committee of the Kentucky 
Ornithological Society (KOS). KBRC maintains the official list of bird species documented as 
having occurred in the state. The committee reviews bird observations and takes formal votes 
to determine whether the available documentation substantiates the natural occurrence of the 
species within state boundaries. To be accepted into Kentucky’s records, bird observations 
require review by the KBRC, if the reported species is either rare in the state or reported at a 
very unusual place or time of year. A list of species that require review (“Review List”) can 
be found at the end of this report. The Kentucky state list of birds, a rare bird report form, and 
KBRC Bylaws are available on the KOS website at www.birdky. org. 


Recent KBRC activity 


This report covers committee actions from November 2017 through December 2018. The 
previous (17) KBRC report was published one year ago (Yandell 2017). The Kentucky State 
List of Birds remains at 387 species, including 7 extinct and extirpated species. The Review 
List comprises 99 species. The Hypothetical List comprises 9 species. 


The summary below comprises 44 approved records. Approvals include the state’s second 
confirmed occurrence of Ash-throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus cinerascens) and_ third 
confirmed occurrences of King Eider (Somateria spectabilis) and Swainson’s Hawk (Buteo 
swainsoni). About 15 reports are pending committee action. 


Committee members participating in these actions were Jamie Baker*, Roseanna Denton*, 
David Lang, Mark Monroe*, Brian Wulker*, and Ben Yandell* (Secretary). (* indicates 
current voting member.) KBRC also relies on occasional outside advisors to inform its 
votes. 


We thank the many birders who supplied the reports and photographs that make the 
committee’s work possible. We continue to encourage observers to submit detailed written 
documentation of rare bird encounters. 


Each report listed below is displayed in the following sequence: Common Name (# 
documented, if >1), Scientific Name. Location, County, Date(s) reported; Observer(s) and 
documentation method, where wr = written documentation, ph = photograph, vd = video 
recording, and au = audio recording [KBRC report #, SPECIES CODE, and status or reason 
for review]. Species nomenclature and order follow the American Ornithologists’ Union 
(1998) and subsequent supplements through the 59" (AOS 2018). 


Accepted Reports 


Note: Approval means that KBRC considered the available documentation conclusive, either 
unanimously upon blind first review or by positive vote of all or all but one voting member 
upon discussion and re-review. 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (2), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Sportsman Lake se. of 
Hodgenville, Larue, 11-13 May 2018; ph RMd, wr JnS, JrS [#2018.018 BBWD 4] 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (6), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Morgan Pond, Christian, 14 
-19, 30-31 May 2018; KrG, ph ShA, JoH, ph TrN, CBz [#2018.020 BBWD 4] 
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Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (4), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Willowbrook Farm, 
Simpsonville, She/by, 30 June -18 Aug 2018; TFz, ph JSo, ph JW, m.ob. [#2018.026 
BBWD 4] 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck, Dendrocygna autumnalis. Glasgow, Barren, 30 Jun 2018; 
wr LCr [#2018.027 BBWD 4] 


Black-bellied Whistling-Duck (2), Dendrocygna autumnalis. Between Barlow and Wickliffe, 
Ballard, 1 Aug 2018; ph SnC [#2018.029 BBWD 4] 


Trumpeter Swan (2), Cygnus buccinator. near Cecilia, Hardin, 1-17 February 2018; ph JnS, 
JrS, m.ob. [#2018.004 TRUS 5] 


Trumpeter Swan (2), Cygnus buccinator. Aurora Ferry Road, Boone, 19 Feb 2018; ph KaC, 
JC [#2018.006 TRUS 5] 


Cinnamon Teal, Spatula cyanoptera. Camp #11, Union, 6 Sep 2018; BPB, MM, JBa, CBz 
[#2018.034 CITE 4] 


Mottled Duck, Anas fulvigula. McElroy Lake, Warren, 30 March - 7 April 2018; DR, ph 
RbS, VcS, RB, ph RD, ph m.ob. [#2018.011 MODU 5] 


King Eider, Somateria spectabilis. Kentucky portion of the Ohio River near Chilo Lock 34 
Park / Crooked Run Nature Preserve (Clermont Co., Ohio), Bracken, 2-10 Dec. 2017; 
DMr, ph m.ob. [#2017.037 KIEI 5] 


Eared Grebe, Podiceps nigricollis. Brown Generating Station, Mercer, 20 Sep 1996; wr BPB 
[#2018.161 EAGR former review species] 


White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. w. of Pond River, Hopkins, 21 May 2018; wr ph BvC 
[#2018.023 WWDO 4] 


White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. Cadiz, Trigg, 24-25 May 2018; JHn via wr MG 
[#2018.024 WWDO 4] 


White-winged Dove, Zenaida asiatica. Midway, Woodford, 2-3 Jun 2018; wr ph BCx 
[#2018.032 WWDO 4] 


Yellow Rail, Coturnicops noveboracensis. Spindletop, Fayette, 4 Nov 2017; wr DSv 
[#2017.035 YERA 4] 


Yellow Rail, Coturnicops noveboracensis. Surrey Hills Farm, Jefferson, 10-11 Apr 2018; 
BPB, wr ph m.ob. [#2018.012 YERA 4] 


Whimbrel, Numenius phaeopus. w. of Axe Lake, Ballard, 7 May 1991; wr BPB [#2018.163 
WHIM 4] 


Hudsonian Godwit (20), Limosa haemastica. Horseshoe Road, Henderson, 20 Aug 2018; ph 
CC [#2018.030 HUGO 4] 


Red-necked Phalarope, Phalaropus lobatus. Camp #11, Union, 24-25 May 2001; wr ph 
BPB [#2018.162 RNPH former review species] 


Little Gull, Hydrocoloeus minutus. Barren River Lake, Barren, 20-25 Feb 2018; wr ph BPB, 
m.ob. [#2018.007 LIGU 5] 


Pacific Loon, Gavia pacifica. Dale Hollow Lake, Clinton, 13 Dec 2017; wr ph LyB, EwB 
[#2017.040 PALO 4] 
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Pacific Loon, Gavia pacifica. Barren River Lake, Barren, 27-28 Apr. 2018; KOS, wr ph 
m.ob. [#2018.016 PALO 4] 


Anhinga, Anhinga anhinga. Steele Branch, Trigg, 8 May 2018; wr GnS [#2018.022 ANHI 
4] 


Brown Pelican, Pe/ecanus occidentalis. Multiple locations, [multiple counties], 18 June - 12 
Aug 2018; RD, JBa, KSB, m.ob. [#2018.033 BRPE 5] 


White Ibis, Eudocimus albus. Upper Bottom Road, Fulton, 9 Sep 1993; wr BPB [#2018.164 
WHIB former review species] 


Glossy Ibis, Plegadis falcinellus. McElroy Lake, Warren, 19 May 2018; wr ph RD, PmGr, wr 
ph CBz, vd TrN, ph RcS, DR, TD [#2018.021 GLIB 4] 


White-faced Ibis, Plegadis chihi. along South Fork Creek, West Buechel, Louisville, 
Jefferson, 13 May 2018; ph PB, JB [#2018.019 WFIB 4] 


Swainson’s Hawk, Buteo swainsoni. Along the Mississippi River, Carlisle, 1 Sep 2018; wr 
MM, BPB [#2018.031 SWHA 5] 


Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Kentucky Speedway, Gallatin, 13 Dec 2017; ph BPB, m.ob. 
[#2017.041 SNOW 4] 


Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. St. Boniface Church, Louisville, Jefferson, 7-10, 14/17? Dec 
2017; [ph unknown] [#2017.043 SNOW 4] 


Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Cincinnati/Northern KY Airport, Boone, 24 December 2017 - 
2 January 2018; DHo, WH, BPB, ph JC, ph CBz, ph JnS, JrS [#2017.044 SNOW 4] 


Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Wilmore, Jessamine, 31 December 2017 - 2 January 2018; 
BnR, ph KyB, ph m.ob. [#2017.045 SNOW 4] 


Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Cincinnati/Northern KY Airport, Boone, 21 January - 8 
February 2018; ThC, DRu, JRu, WH, ph m.ob. [#2018.003 SNOW 4] 


Snowy Owl, Bubo scandiacus. Owl Creek Road and v, Taylor, 20 March - 10 April 2018; 
m.ob. [#2018.009 SNOW 4] 


Northern Saw-whet Owl, Aegolius acadicus. Little Lick Recreation Area, DBNF, Pulaski, 4 
May 2018; RB, LyB, EwB [#2018.028 NSWO date] 


Ash-throated Flycatcher, Myiarchus cinerascens. Dale Hollow Lake, Cumberland, 8-10 
Dec. 2017; ph JSo, m.ob. [#2017.039 ATFL 5] 


Brown-headed Nuthatch (4-5+), Sitta pusilla. London Ranger District Office, Laurel, 15 
May 2018 & continuing; RD, SSd, m.ob. [#2018.025 BHNU 4] 


Red Crossbill (14), Loxia curvirostra. Pond Run Church Road (KY 176) & Fulkerson Rd, 
Ohio, 31 Dec 2017; ph au BPB [#2017.046 RECR 4] 


Red Crossbill, Loxia curvirostra. KY Dam Golf Course, Marshall, 18 Apr 2018; ph TaS 
[#2018.015 RECR 4] 


Harris’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia querula. | mile s. of Feliciana, Graves, 20-28 Jan 2018; MrC 
[#2018.002 HASP 4] 


Harris’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia querula. | mile s. of Feliciana, Graves, 30-31 March 2018; 
BPB, wr JW, ph CBz, m.ob. [#2018.010 HASP 4] 
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Harris’s Sparrow, Zonotrichia querula. Stone Place Stables, Jefferson, 5-6 May 2018; wr ph 
KB, wr JW, AM, ph JBa [#2018.017 HASP 4] 


Yellow-headed Blackbird, Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Central City, Muhlenberg, 17 
Jan 2018; TG, ph SG [#2018.001 YHBL 4] 


Nashville Warbler, Oreothlypis ruficapilla. Louisville, Jefferson, 16 Dec 2017; wr Jake 
Souder [#2017.034 NAWA date] 
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es 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Powell, 5 June 2018 
Jeffrey Sole 
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FIELD NOTE 
First Confirmed Nesting Records of Common Merganser in Kentucky 


Common Merganser (Mergus merganser) is arare to occasionally uncommon bird in Kentucky. 
It is known primarily as a locally distributed winter resident, being most conspicuous during 
periods of cold weather when bodies of water farther north freeze over. Small numbers of 
presumed migrants are also reported, usually on larger bodies of water. There are only a few 
historical records, some or most perhaps injured individuals, lingering into or through the 
summer season. 


Sightings from the central and western portions of the state have historically far outnumbered 
reports of the species in the Cumberland Plateau and Cumberland Mountains regions, although 
during recent years there have been relatively more in eastern Kentucky than in the past. To 
what extent this trend can be attributed to an improved network of birder communication 
(particularly through eBird) is unknown. 


During the past several years, a few additional reports of Common Mergansers have occurred 
on rivers and streams in eastern Kentucky during spring and summer. These have included 
a female on the Rockcastle River, Jackson County, 17 May 2013 (Diana Piep, eBird data); 
three, including an adult male, on Russell Fork, Pike County, 11 April 2015 (Josh Blackmon/ 
Daryl Owens, eBird data; Palmer-Ball and McNeely 2015); two females on Russell Fork, Pike 
County, 6 June 2017 (Matt Kosiewski, eBird data; Yandell 2017); a female on the Red River, 
Menifee County, 9 June 2017 (Clay Bliznick, eBird data; Yandell 2017); two female types on 
Russell Fork, Breaks Interstate Park, Pike County, 14 April 2018 (Roseanna Denton, eBird 
data; Yandell 2018); and a female on the upper portion of Cave Run Lake, Menifee County, 
12 May 2018 (Donovan Jones, eBird data; Yandell 2018). In addition, a report of eight female 
type birds on Russell Fork, Breaks Interstate Park, Pike County, 27 May 2017 (Matt Anthony/ 
Erin Chapman, eBird data) was particularly suspicious as being a family group. 


Moreover, during the spring and summer of 2017 and 2018, three different family groups of 
females accompanied by young were documented in eastern Kentucky, finally confirming 
what had been suspected for a few years! Details of these three reports follow: 


Rockcastle County (Skegg Creek, se. of Hansford): 30 May 2017, a female with seven to 
nine ducklings photographed by David Fletcher. Four large young presumed to be from the 


same family group were seen at the same location 25 July 2017. David photographed another 
family group (female with six young) at the same location 18 June 2018. 
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| Common Merganser and ducklings, Menifee, 25 May 2018, Kevin Faccenda 
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Above: Common Merganser and ducklings, 
Jackson, 20 April 2018 
Diana Piep 


Right: Common Merganser juveniles, 
Rockcastle, 18 June 2018 
David Fletcher 


Jackson County (Middle Fork Rockcastle River, 
nw. of Parrot): 20 April 2018, a female with eight 


ducklings photographed by Diana Piep. She continued 
to see members of this family group to 25 June 2018 with 
nine still present 23 June 2018. Subsequently, Diana found a 

notation in her 2017 diary that she had seen a female Common Merganser swim by with six 
or seven ducklings at this same location 28 April 2017. 


Menifee County (East Branch Indian Creek): 25 May 2018, a female with seven ducklings 


photographed by Kevin Faccenda, who was on an aquatic ecology class field trip with Dr. 
David Brown (Eastern Kentucky University) and other students. 


These latter reports represent the first confirmed breeding records of Common Merganser in 
Kentucky. The natural question follows these observations: Have Common Mergansers been 
breeding on the streams of eastern Kentucky for a while, or is this a recent phenomenon? Data 
accumulated in adjacent states suggest that the latter is the more likely case. Pearce, Mallory, 
and Metz (2015) include no nesting records from the southern Appalachian Mountains of 
the eastern United States south of Pennsylvania. Likewise, Buckelew and Hall (1994) and 
Nicholson (1997) included no reports of nesting during the West Virginia and Tennessee 
Breeding Bird Atlases, respectively. 


Kiff (1989) and Knight (1989) have published the discovery of a small number of historical 
nesting records in the southern Appalachians from the late 1890s in Mercer County, West 
Virginia (one), and Smith County, Tennessee (six). Kiff (1989) also provided a useful summary 
of several other reports from the Appalachian region south of Pennsylvania (specifically 
in Virginia and North Carolina) during the mid-20" Century. These reports indicate that 
Common Mergansers at least occasionally nested far south of their normal range historically. 
Interestingly, Mengel (1965) did not accept the statement by John James Audubon that “when 
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I first resided in Kentucky, some bred there also, although [now] none . . . summer in that 
country.” The more recent findings obviously cause one to reevaluate the credibility of 
Audubon’s statement! 


Knight (2018) has just published a very informative summary of recent nesting season and 
confirmed nesting records of Common Merganser in eastern Tennessee, where a similar 
trend has occurred. Knight provides details of sightings in Blount, Carter, Scott, Polk, Sevier, 
Sullivan, and Washington counties. Earliest of these reports occurred during the spring 
2014, and they have continued into the current year (R. Knight, personal communication). 
Tennessee’s first confirmed breeding record in more than 100 years was documented in Blount 
County in 2017 (Lloyd 2018). 


The story is a bit different in West Virginia, where an increase in the nesting population was 
detected several years sooner. During the period 2009-2014, a second breeding bird atlas was 
undertaken in the state, yielding numerous reports of probable and confirmed breeding. Bailey 
and Rucker (2018) indicate that the first likely confirmed record since the late 1800s was noted 
in 2001, and that the species was found to be widespread in the Allegheny Mountains and 
Ridge and Valley physiographic regions, and scattered elsewhere in the Allegheny Plateau 
and Cumberland Mountains, during the atlas project field work. 


Finally, an analysis of 2018 eBird data from the southern Appalachians during the past few 
decades suggests a remarkable increase in reports of summer Common Mergansers. These data 
include numerous records of confirmed nesting (mostly broods of young), primarily across 
West Virginia. The West Virginia nesting reports appear to have commenced during the early 
2000s, but increased dramatically in frequency beginning in 2010. Since that time, multiple 
county records of confirmed nesting have originated from scattered locales, and Buckelew 
(2015) considered the species to be nesting statewide. The same eBird data set also revealed 
recent nesting records in Virginia along the two northwestern tiers of counties (Ridge and 
Valley and Blue Ridge physiographic regions) commencing in 2014 and continuing through 
2018. During the most recent couple of years there has been an expansion into the southwest 
part of the state (Buchanan County in 2017 and Washington County in 2018). Similarly, 
in western North Carolina and eastern Tennessee, eBird data document the appearance of 
nesting birds, but only during 2017-2018. 


As in Kentucky, all Tennessee reports have originated in the eastern portion of the state, where 
forested rivers and streams most closely match the forested stream and lake habitats frequented 
by nesting birds farther north. The species is a cavity nester and fish eater, so forested streams 
likely provide the most suitable nesting habitat in the southern Appalachians. 


As far as an explanation for the recent increase in nesting Common Mergansers in the southern 
Appalachians, one must presume that birds breeding in Kentucky, North Carolina, and 
Tennessee during the past few years have expanded out from West Virginia, where the dramatic 
increase has been noted for nearly a decade. However, why the expansion has occurred at all 
may always be a mystery. It will be interesting to monitor the evolution of the species’ nesting 
status in future years. So far, available data suggest that clutches are completed during April 
and May, with family groups observed any time from late April into summer. 


I would like to thank Marshall Iliff (Cornell Lab of Ornithology) for providing a custom 
dump of eBird data for analysis. Rich Bailey (West Virginia DNR) was kind enough to 
provide me with narrative from the upcoming results of the second West Virginia Breeding 
Bird Atlas. I also appreciate the assistance of Rick Knight (Tennessee Ornithological Society) 
for providing me with reprints of a few articles and for reviewing the manuscript. Finally, I 
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would like to thank Kevin Faccenda, David Fletcher, and Diana Piep for allowing me to post 
details of their exciting observations. 
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ADDITIONS, CORRECTIONS, AND CLARIFICATIONS 
These are listed by volume and page number in The Kentucky Warbler. 


2008, 84(1):16. Yellow-headed Blackbird account should not have included the notation 
“KBRC review required.” The species was not on the Review List when reported and does 


not require review. See https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S43208683. 


2017, 93(3):73. Willet statement “80 at the beach at Ky Dam Village 27-30 April” was unclear. 
80 were reported only on 27 April, with lesser numbers 28-30 April. 53 were present 29 April, 
and at least 1 was still there on the afternoon of 30 April (ph BY, MY). 


2017, 93(4):101. Olive-sided Flycatcher location was Kentucky Bend, Fulton, 7 June (HC, ph 
JP). See https://ebird.org/view/checklist/S37458762. 


2017, 93(4):101. Loggerhead Shrike should have included a ninth report. 2 at Schochoh, 
Logan, 9 July (ph Steve Tyson, Debby Tyson). 


2017, 93(4):105. Trumpeter Swan, Cygnus buccinator. Sinclair Unit, Muhlenberg, 29 Dec 
2013; ph BPB, JSo [#2013.052 TRUS 5] is the correct entry. The original listed the county. 


2018, 94(3):74. Iceland Gull attribution should have read as follows: “ph JBa, wr BPB, MSs, 
MjW,” crediting Jamie Baker with the photograph. 


2018, 94(3):74. Caspian Tern. Early arrivals should have included 1 at Jonathan Creek, 
Marshall, 30 March (wr Mike Miller). 


2018, 94(3):77. Northern Saw-whet Owl description incorrectly listed two locations. The 
reference should have been only to “1 at Little Lick Recreation Area, DBNF, Pulaski, 4 May 
(RB).” KBRC has accepted this record; see report this issue. 


2018, 94(3):87. Yellow-rumped Warbler account omitted an “Audubon’s” report from 
Warren, ph Rickey Shive. 16-23 April 2018. See reports beginning with https://ebird.org/ 
view/checklist/S44659612 and photograph on back cover of this issue. 


Great-crested Flycatcher nestlings, Jefferson, 13 July 2018 
Herb Barbee 
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Blue-gray Gnatcatcher fledglings, Marshall, 6 June 2018 
Rickey Shive 


NEWS AND VIEWS 


Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Award 

The Virginia and Wendell Kingsolver Scholarship Fund was established in 2013 to honor 
the memory of Virginia “Ginny” Kingsolver and the legacy and contributions she and her 
husband Wendell made to KOS and to environmental education efforts across Kentucky. The 
Scholarship is available to young birders between the ages of 13 and 18 who live in Kentucky. 
The Scholarship will pay tuition for young birders to attend an American Birding Association 
(ABA) Summer Camp. To apply for a Kingsolver Scholarship, applicants should fill out the 
form found on the KOS website (http://birdky.org/wendell-and-ginny-kingsolver-fund.html), 
write a short essay (500 words or less) on why he or she wants to attend and provide a brief 
recommendation from a parent, teacher, or mentor. Scholarship recipients will be asked to 
report on their Camp experience, either in person at a KOS meeting, to their local bird club, 
or in writing. Scholarship applications are due by May 1 each year, however grants will be 
subject to ABA camp’s space availability. 


Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund Grants Available 

The Anne L. Stamm Avian Education Fund supports education of children in the appreciation 
of birds and ornithology. For guidelines on how to apply for grants up to $500, please contact 
Scott Marsh by mail at 441 Athens-Boonesboro Road, Lexington, KY 40509, or via email at 


scott.marsh@twc.com. 


Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund Grants Available 
The Burt L. Monroe, Jr. Avian Research Fund supports research on birds in Kentucky with 
monetary awards up to $1,000. For guidelines on how to apply, visit the KOS website (http:// 


birdky.org/burt-monroe-jr-fund. html), or contact Kate Slankard, Kentucky Department of 
Fish and Wildlife Resources, #1 Sportsman’s Lane, Frankfort, KY 40601, or via email at 


kate.slankard OV. 
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1. Pine Siskin — Powel/, 2 June 2018, Tanya Smythe; 2. Least Tern — Marshall, 7 June 2018, Tammie Vied Smith; 
3. Black-bellied Whistling Duck — Shelby, 30 June 2018, James Wheat; 4. Yellow-crowned Night-heron — Jefferson, 
7 June 2018, John Mann; 5. Cattle Egret — Jefferson, 20 June 2018, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.; 6. Yellow-rumped 
Warbler (Audubon’s) Warren, 16 April 2018, Rickey Shive; 7. Horned Grebe — Marshall, 18 June 2018, Antonio Xeira 


